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SANCTISS.PATRI P AVLO.IILPONT»MAX» 

KLANTONIVS FLAMINIVS. ^^.^^^^^u^. 

Maxima quidcm,& cxccllcntifllma ingcnia tulic antiqua illa artas Pont, 
Max» Paulc^i i u fcd tamcn cx omnibus , quicunquc poft hominum 
mcmoriam in ftudiis litcrarum florucrut,ncmincm habcmus, qui cum 
Ariftotck confcrri polTc uidcatur»Etcnimcum naturarcs fuasmaxi/ 
mis obfcuritatibusinuoluifTctjUt uidcrctur cognirioncm fui nobis in 
uidcrc,uir illc caelcftis fpledidiflimo ingcniidiuinilumincomniaillu 
ftrauit,& cumcGcium,&maria,& tcrras animo pcragraflct^atqucabdi 
rilTimas rcrum caufas inucftigalTct , illa omnia cumhominibusartatis 
fuzlibcraliiTimccommunicauit^ncquccohumanitaris gcncrc contcn/ 
ius,quicquidin rcrum natura pcrfpcxcrat,monimcntis litcrarum con 
fignauit,utpoftcricatcm muncrcafficcrctimmortali. Itaquc cum cius 
cgo libros incrcdibili cum uoluptatc & admirationcpcrIcgcrcm,ucni 
aliquandoadduodccimum primx philofophix librum , quitamen 
apudgrzcos undccimus cft,in quo quidcmlibro dc Dco ,dc auc caetc 
rismcntibusfingularibusacfcmpitcrnistanta diligcnria ac fubtilitatc 
difputatur,ut(imortaIcsaliquamcarumrcrum fcicntiamcx hac uni/ 
ucrfanatura afpcdabili confequi pofTunt^camfcicnriam uir illcin eum 
hbrum inclufiffc uidcatur. Scdutcartcracius omnia, ita hxc dcrcbus 
cxccUentifnmis difputatio cft pcrobfcura,& maximc difficilis ad intcl 
ligcndum.Potcratccrtcuir illcdiuinus, fiuoIuifrcc,omniaitapcrfpi/ 
cue,acdilucidc litcris mandare,utuclmcdiocri homines ingenio diffi/ 
dllima quxquccius inuenta intclligcrent, nam cum illius copiofifti/ 
ma dodlrina ccrtabai aurcum flumen cloqucntix , fcd in ca opinionc 
fueruntomnes antiquiphiIofophi,ut magnum fcfacinus admittcrc 
exiftimarent,finatur2arcanainuulgustemerc cnuntialfcnt , itac^ o/ 
mnia fabularum intcgumentis ab a{pc(ftu impcritx multitudinis remo 
uerunt*Ariftoteles autem cumcorum propofitum laudaret ,fabulas 
improbarct,diflimiIem ipfcingrelTus cft caclandirationem, cum enim 
opcrofa illa figmcnta rcpudiaflTct , 6C fimplici orarionc , ac ucrbis pro/ 
priisomniadifputarct, tantotamcn artihciophilofophiam fuamob/ 
fcurauic , ut poft tanta tcmporum intcrualla uixpauciflku inucniri 
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potucrim,quiadciusintclIigentiaril afpirarcnc,tamct(i ciui diCcipU/'. Z 
ra omnibus temporibus florucrit , &cxccIlcntifrimaingcnianon de/ 
fucrint, qua;. in iis libris pcrdpicndis & cxplanandis omncm fuam 
opcram,omnc ftudium , uitamdeniquc omncm collocarcnt • Itaauc 
curti libcr illc,de quo ccepcram diccrc,mihi non minus difficilis,quant 
cxcc!Icnsuidcrecur,fadcndum putaui, ut oratione mca conarcreius 
obfcuritati aliquid luminis afFcrrc.Ncquc ucro non fcicbam^nonnul/ . 
los cxritifTe apud latinos, qui cum Iibrum fatis do(5lc cxplanauiflcnr, 
fcd homincs ingeniofi,dumrcrum cognitioni fefc rotostradunt , ni/ 
miummihi uidcbantur contempfifTc orationis clegantiam,ut quibo/ 
nas litcras attigiflet^corum Iibros fomiidaret attingere.itaquc non me 
opcram omnino pcrditurumarbitrabar ,fi hoc intcrpretandi ncgo/ 
cium fufccpiffcm.Dcdi autcmopcram,utnonnuIlis in locisdc curri/ 
culo cxplanarionis dcfle(^tcran latius uagans, modo ut more plato/ 
nico animum Icgentisdifputationc rerumdifficillimaru ingrauefccn 
remlcuarcm,atquc reficercm,tum autcm utnonnullasqua^ftioncscnu 
clcatiuscxplicarcm,qua! tcnebras Ariftotclis maximoperc iUuftratu/ 
ra!uidebantur,dcniqueidmihipropofitumfuit in hoc opcrc,n6 tam 
philofophi huiusfcntentiasutenodarcm, quamutres pulchcrrimas, 
quns iIIcbrcuitcr,atqueobfcurc pcrfecutusfuerar,cgodiIucidc, ac co/ 
piofc tra(5larem,nunquam tamen ab ipfius uefligiis difccdens,fimulqj 
periculum faccrcra,num pure,ornare,acque ad rerum dignitatcm aptc 
explicari pofrcntca,qu2phiIofophi latini ncquc Iatine,ncqueelcgan/ 
ter difputarc foIcnt,qua dc re mulros homines non indodos uehcme 
ter addubitare cernebam»Quod nifi ualctudinis infirmitas, quamul/ 
ros iamannos grauiffimc confli(ffari folco , mc prohibuifl^ct , fccifl*em 
profc(f}o,ut totumopus a principio quammaximc poflcm planc , ac 
dilucidc intcrprctarcr,c6fido tamcn nondcfuturos cflTc^quilongema/ 
i'oribus,quam ego, corporis,& ingenii uiribus eiufmodi oncra luftinc 
rcpoffint,& ucIint,iamenimbonx htcrx ,qux multa fccula cxtincfbc 
i9cucranjt,coepcrunt rcuiuifccrc , iam barbaries inculta , qusc uniucrfas 
Italix ciuitates occuparat,& ingcnuas artes crudcliflima tyranidc op/ 
preffas tcncbat,tantis cxccllentium in literis uirorum o^ibus oppu/ 
gnauir,ut deui(^oria iam minimedubiam fpcm,&planc cxploratam 
habcre debeamus,cxarfcrac enim iandudum in terra Ic^du incredibi/ 
ii / jS'- lis ' 
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lisquxdamcupiclitas bonarum Iitcrarum,fa^eracingenscIari(rimo/ 
nimuirorumconfpirado ,quz Iitcras fanfbs ,philorophiam,,Iegun\ 
fcientiam,ca:teras'9 difciplinas defendcndas fufciperetjatcp cas in anti/ 
quum dignitatis locum rcuocareconaretur , dux tantum iis ftrenuis 
hominibus dcerat,& egregius aliquis imperator,atc^ huius iuftiflimi, 
ac ralutarisbellimoderator,cum eccc Deus opt» Max.incommodano 
ftra miferatus fummam rerum omnium diuinz tuae fapientiaccommi/ 
CT,qui religionem conuulfam,&labefaftatamconftitueres,qui pacem^ 
& ocium rcipu«chri(liana!Conreruarcs,qui cloquentiam,& liberalcs di/ 
fciplinas non modoa barbarorum iniuriis ufndicares , fed etiam tuo 
patrocinio augeres,& amplificares,&pnpftantium uirtute,& litcrisui/ 
rorum ftudia fingularitualiberalitateincitarcs, quidcnimaliudexpc/ 
ftaridcbeataprincipenobilitate,ingenio,eloquentia,magnitudineani/ 
mijprudentiaque florentiflimo f qui a prima pucritia Iiterisgrards,& 
latinis femperdeditusfucrit^&animumomnibus optimis artibus di/ 
Lgcntercxornarit.fed ut ad prima redeamus, cum Iibrum illum Ari/ 
ftotclis quammaxima potcramdiligentia cxpIanaflem,&hos meos la 
borcs honeftiflimo,atcpoprimouiroGiberto Pontifici Vcroncnfidc/ 
ftinarem,quippc qui mcdomi fua: alat,& ftudia mea fuapratftanti li/ 
beralitatc fuftentct,homo tuasfanftitaris obferuantiflimus maluit ,uc 
hoc munufculum,qualecunque illudeflrer,'ad tuam fapientiam defer/ 
rem,utqui liber de Deo,de que fapientia difl*crercr, is libcr ad eu5 prin 
cipemmitteretur,quifapienriflimusforet ,& in terris grauiflima Dei 
munera obiret,& qui matcries inter omncs philorophiz Iibros nobili/ 
tatc,& grauitate principcm locum obrinerct ,auiro muneri daretur, 
quiinter mortalcs uniucrfos primum dignitatisgradum fuisdiuinis 
uirtuubusconfccutus cflit • Ego uero quanquam uerebar, ne in ali/ 
quod arrogantiz uitium incurrerem,fi tuas falutares,& fandlascogi/ 
tationcsmeisfcriptisIegendisinterpeIIarem,maIui tamen id periculf 
fubirc,quam Gibertihominis,dcmcoptimcmerentis uoluntarirepu/ 
gnare* Itaquereformidansquidem,adte tamen mitto libellum meu5,' 
qui fi fortc ob materiac ipfius dignitatcm,&cius uiri,quem fequor,gra 
uifllmamauthoritatem tc nonnihil deledarit , incrcdibilem profcdo 
uoluptatcm capiam ,ncquc id tam mea ,quam ipfius Gibcrti caufa^ 
quc tum danum maximum , ac pulchcrrimum mcorum laborum 
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ffuifhimccpjffc cxiftimabojfin autcm libcr ncqucita clcgans , ncque 
(atiscruditusa tciudicabitur,impcritiam tuquidcm mcam accufabis, 
Gibcrti ucro uoluntatcm tuiftuaiofinrimamamabis,& fingulariboni/ 
tatc homincm cxcufatum habcbis , qui dum mc nimium amat, & ob 
camcaufammca plurisarftimat,quamdcbct ,dum'qucoptat quibul/ 
cun^potcft rationibusian(^litatitu^gratificari,& a cun^flismortabV 
bus fuam cximiam crga tc pictatcm intclligi , uoluit hoc mcum opu/ 
fculum fub tuo ran(fliflrimo,ac honorificcntiflTimo nominc apparcre^ 

atqucin uulguscdi,ut quandiu mancrct ipfc libcrjtan/ 
* diu mancrct una cum co hoc qualccunq^ 

incrcdibilis fua; crga tc obfcruan/ 
ux monimcntum* 
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M. ANTONII FLAMINII PARAPHRASIS 
IN DVODECIMVM ARISTOTE/ 
LIS LIBRVM DE PRIMA ,i 
PHILOSOPHIA. 

E fubfhntia difputationcm inftituimus,fiquidcm fcicn/ 
tia rcrum diuinarum,quam doccmus,principia rcruj in/ 
d ucft:igar,porrd fubftantia in rcbus primas tcnct , quam / 
obrcmfacicndumcftantcomnia,utdc cius cau(is,& ini/ 
tiis diflcramus.Etcnimfi uniucrfam hanc naturac mo/ 
lcm omnia complcxu fuo cocrccntcm ita fpc^cmus , quafi corpus 
quoddam multis c partibus politiflima artcpcrfcaum,in iis partibus 
^fubftantiaprincipcmIocumobtincat,nccc(rccft ,quippcqua! funda/ 
mcntismagnificcntiftimz domusfimillima cxiftat , atquccandcm ha/ 
bcat proportioncm,comparationcm'quc cum cartcris rcbus,quam ha/ 
bct narara cordis ad rdiqua mcmbra.Sin autcm nihil in hac uniucrfi/ 
tatcintcr fccoharrcns,aut coagmcntatumfingamus cflc , ita tamcn o/ 
mnia dcinccpsdifpofira,ac collocata,ut acics inftrui uidcmus , nihilo/ 
minusfubftantiamintcr omnia primam,& antiquiorcm clTc confta/ 
bit.Q^uin ctiam fi ucrc,acpropricIoqucndumfit,nihiI ca:tcrarumrc/ 
rumcntisnomincappcIlandumcrit,quaIitas cnim,& motus,& citcra 
<iusgcncnsnunquamucrcfunt,utco nominc digna fint,quod re clTc 
dcmonftrat.Dabitur autcm nobis,ut iniisrcbus , quas uctcrcs latini 
tion attigcnmtjinufitatis aliquando uocabuIisutamur,nc fircsfimpli 
tcs circunfcribcnda: crunt,in aliquod obfcuritatis uitium incidamus, 
& quas rcsorationcilluftrandas fufccpimus,iis rebus non lumcn attu 
Iiffcuidcamur,fcdtcnebrasoffudi(rc.Nc9 tamcn quotics aut ens,aut; 
eficntia appclIabimus,ucrbisapudRomanos antiquos inauditis utc/ 
mur,fiquidcm quo tcmporc latinac linguscmaicftas una cum impcrio 
florcbat,Scrgius,&FIauius philofophi & h2C,& alia plurima ciufd^ 
gcncns uocabula nouaucrunt,id quod fine ulla dubitationc facicn/ 
dumcftinrcbusnouis cxplicandis,autnoua omniaprxtcrmittcnda, 
pcquc a tritiSj&pcruulgatis unquamrcccdcnduin»Quod atinariin}a^ 



{orcsnodri inhoc ipfogcncrc tam reucri non fuiflfcnt , &gTarcbrlifh 
laudabilcm libcrtatcm imitari maluiflfcntjtanta ccrtc paupcrtatcoratio/ 
tiis non laborarcmus. Vcrum iam inftitutam difputationcm pcrfcqua 
mur.Diximus ca,qux fubftatiaeinh2rcnt,non ucrc cxiftcrc,illa Grarci 
o^jnMMira nominant , nos ucrbum c ucrbo , accidcnria appcllarc 
tion ucrcbimur,hoc cnim uocabulum homincsdofti afl^iduo iamfcr/ 
monc triucrunt.Ncquc tamcn fumus ignari,Lucrctium in fuo pocma/ 
tc hocrcrumgcnus cucnta nominarc.Q^uanquam igitur accidcntia 
fton funtucrc,minimc tamcn mirandum accidcrc dcbct,fi illa folcamus 
cntia nuncuparc,quando iisctiam,qu2priuantia uocantur,& ncgan/ 
tia,id nominisimpcrtiamur,dicimus cnim nonalbum cfl^ ,nc<j id uc/ 
ro,quali non album cxiftat,fcd quoniam fubftantia aliquafit,qua;co/ 
lorc albocarcat,quod idcmdcaccidcntibus fcnticndumputo,ca bcnc/ 
ficio fubftantix cntia nominariJam ucro ca rcrum naturacft , utcum 
fubftantiafcpulchcrrimcfuftcntct,c2tcraomnia ficin illainnitantur, 
utfinc pcrnicic diuclli non qucant,cx quo cfficitur,primas in rcbus fi/ 
nculladubitationcfubftantixdefcrcndascflic» Neque uerophilofo/ 
phi uctufliorcsid nonuidcrunt,quorumncmo dcinitiisrcrumdifpu/ 
tauit,quin cafteris dimiflTis principia fubfl:anti2 ucftigaret»Eandc5 phi 
lofophandi rationcm fccuti funt infcriorisctiamstatis homincs , cos 
dico,qui difciplinamPlatonisadamarunt, hoc tamcnintcrcfl, ctcnim 
fubftantiarum alis cum in fcnfus cadant,maiorcnV<^ partc3 digito'de/ 
monftrari foIeanr,aIiajucro finc communcs notioncs , quas animus cx 
multarum rcru,qua! fenfibus ufurpantur,fimilitudinc coIIc(51as in una 
formameffingit.PIatonicihas poftcriores,qu2 fola cogitarionc conti 
ticnrur,non modo pcr fecxifterc,ucrumetiam prioribusiIIis,quas fcn/ 
fuscomprehendit,cxiftcndicaufamcflrc putauerunt,atqj illi quide ccr 
tc in cu crrorem incideriat,propterea quianodit interprctes natursp,auc 
doftorcs fapietiaj,fed utartificcsdifl[credi ad hxc cofiderada accefltrijt, 
dimifris.n»iis,quspropric acucrcfunt,c6muncsillas rcrunotioncspcr 
fequebantur,ncquc radonibus ullis ncccflTariis utebantur,fed probabi/ 
libus quibufdam argumentis foris afliimpris,ncquc cumnatura rci,dc 
qua agebatur,coha?renribus contcnti crant. Vcteres contrariam ingrcf 
fi rationem in cas difputarioncs incubuerunt, ut doccrcnt , qua: Uih/ 
(lanrix fenfum moucrcnt,ac cantingipoflfcnt ycuiufmodi cft igciis 6C 
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aqua, cas fubfhntias quafi parcntcs,ac procrcatriccs cfTc omnium rc/ 
rum,quae hocampliflimo coeli finu cohibercntur* Vcrum dc hac kn/. 
ccntia ab A riftotdc in aliis Iibris fatisjfupcrquc difputatum cft ♦ Rcii/ 
quumeft igitur,utquid cadc rc fcnferit ipfc, quammaximc poffumus 
planc,ac dilucidc cxponamus,Principio fublbntia in tria gcncra di/, 
uifacft,unumcnim gcnus cft corum,qu2 fcnfibus fubiiciuntur, & gc/ 
ncrantur,&intcrcunt,dequibusncmo unquam dubitauit, ciutnodi 
{untanirnaiiaomnia,&qu2Bgignuntur c tcrra.Altcro gcncrcconti/ 
ncnturilla,qu2 licct fub afpc(flum cadant , fcmpcr tamcnfunt,ncquc 
ullum habcntortum,cuiufmodi quintam illam naturamdiuinam cfTc 
arbitrantur Pcripatctici,ex qua cGelcftcs gIobi,& omnes ftclk uaga:,& 
tncrrantcs conftitutx funt,& harum quidcm rcrum nos in primis ini/ 
tiamolimur indagarc^fiuc illa fint plura, fiuc unum ♦ Tcrtiumgcnus 
cft earum fubftantinrum , qua: nullo unqua motu cicntur, cas quidcm 
criamPythagoras,& Platonis ftudiori,(impliccs,&ab omnicorporis 
Ibcictatcliberas dicunr,fcd nonminimaintcr illosdifTcnfio intcrccdit, 
tiamPlatonicorumaliitertium hocgcnus induas naturaspartiuntur, 
in mathcniaticasinquam formas,&cas fpecies,quas idcas uocant,alii 
ucroifthsEC duo ad unam, & candcm naturam pcrtinerc contcndunt* 
Pythagorci autcmidcastolIunt,mathcmatica relinquunt • Scd cum 
fubftantiarum quirdam animo,qu.^dam oculis ccrnantur ,nos in me/ 
dio illarum Ctacftc mathcmatica exiftimamus, ut naturas utrarun<^ 
<]uodammodo attingant , cumcnimcorum nihil , qux mathcmati/ 
cidoccnt^corporcasmaterixfitexpcrsjcamtamen illi cogitatione detra 
hunt,& quantiratcm ab omni concretionc afpe^labili uacuam rcd/ 
^unr.Quod igitur mens facit,ut lincas, & triangula, & cxtcras ciu& 
modifonnas a fcnfibus abducat,id Pythagorici uerc eft*e,& in rcruml 
natura maximam uim ad res gigncndashabcre confirmant,ut cxnu/. 
meris, & Mathematicorum initiis omnia uelint proficifci ♦ Cxterumi 
fubftanrias omnes fenfummouentcs^fiucillxfinr mortalcs,fiuefcmpi/ 
tcrn2,adphyficospertinerc neceflccft , quicquid cnim motu aliquo 
agitatur,fcicntiarerum naturalium continetur ,fapientia:uero munus 
cftjdc eo gcncrc fubftantiarum difputarc , in quibusnullum motus, 
aut quictis principium incft, quae quc intelligcntia tantum , & rationc 
comprehenduntur, ncquc cnimca, cjua: motu prardita funt,qu«'quf 



illo uacanc , ab codcm prindpio proficifcuntur . Illud tamcn fcirc 
oporcct^quidutrique fubftantixcommuncfit , utranq? fubftantiam 
adcamdifciplinam reuocandamcflc , qua: naturam illam communcm 
confidcrat. Q^uamobrem cum phyficus de fubftanciis tantum cor/ 
porcis,utmotu cicntur,memorare lolcat,fapicns & has, & illasalteras 
corporis cxpcrtcs ampleditur,fedeatcnus,quo utriquc gcneri 6inatu 
n cntis impertitur,& fubftantia:nomcn,acdefinitio conuenit»His po/ 
(itis ad difputatione fubftanti^ afpe(5labilis,& corporcje iam aggredia/ 
mur,dc'quc principiis cius brcuitcr illacxpliccmus,qus alibi longa di 
fputationctra^tatafunttConftat igitur fubftantiam omncm,qu2cijqi 
icntiatur,mutabilcmcflrc,mutatio ucro omnis autex oppohtis cer/ 
tc , aut cx naturis mediis efficitur , qux & ipfx ad eam rem appofita: 
funt,pro co qudd uim contrariam in fefc cohibent , ncque tamcn ob 
cam rcm cxiftimandumcft,quxcunqj intcr fe non conucniant,ea con/ 
jinuo ad rcs immutandas accommodata clTc^fiquidem fit album cx co, 
quod eft no albii,non tame quicquid cft ciu(modi,ad coloris albi pro 
creationcmualetjuoxenim eft non alba,cxqua nunquamtamencolo 
remalbum effingiuidemus»Q^uamobrcmintclligendum cft,camfa^ 
cultatcm proprie attributam eire iis , quzc Ariftotelcs himei , Cicc/ 
ro aduerfanominat in latinum uertens,nam contraria dicit appellan/ 
da elTc , quar illc fl?fTf«eiMi»<»uocarc,atquc ufurpareconfueuit* Ncquc 
Ucroqucnquammoueat,qudd fubftantia,cui nihil aducrfatur,muta/ 
pionis ramen cxpcrs cflTc non folcat.id enim incommodum accidit ci gc 
ncrifubftantiarum,quibufcumpriuatioconiundacft,porrd priuatio/ 
ncm in aduerfis quodammodo habendam , alibi iam dcmonftratum 
cft»Omnis igiturmutatio fit aut cx aducrfis,aut exrcbus quibufdam 
mcdiis,namex uiridi etiamnigrum gcncratur,idfiitacft,neceflitasco 
git,utetiam natura quxdam tcrtia cxiftat , qua: aducrforum altcrum 
abiiciat,altcrum afcifcat,nequc enim cum nigra cxaIbefcunt,color atcr 
conucrtitur inalbum,fed fimulatquc hicfupcrucnit,illico atcrinnihi/ 
lumit.Et profcdo uidcmus,nullum cflTcmutationisgcnus, in quo no 
aliquid mancat,aliquid intcrcat,cum cnim album cfficitur nigrum , al/ 
buscolordclctur, corpus ipfum manetJtac^ minimc dubium, & pla/ 
nc cxpIoratumcflcdebct,aliquam rcmcfli tcrtiam, quaraducrfisfubii/ 
ciatur,illamphyfici matcriamappcllant,cius natura quxfit, paucis cx/ 
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ponemus,quanclo inlibrisrerumnaturaliujlongadc liis rcbus babira 
cftdifputatio^Mutatio quadriparrito diftribuitur,unumcnim gcnus 
ad fubdantiam pcrcinct,altcrum quantitatiscft, tcnium in qualitatc 
licrfatur,quartum omnia locorum fpatia comprehcndic*£t primum 
quidem gcnus confticuit gcncratio fimplcx, & inccritus , fccundum 
accrecio , & diminutio , tcrtium altcratio , quartum ca , quam Gneci 
^^av uocant,nos fi ucrbum c ucrbo uolumus, lationcm appellemus 
Iicct»Quod (i mutatio quarq; contraria requiric,uc iam di^tum eft, fua 
cuicp mutationi aducrfa tribucnda erunt,qualis in primo gencrc for/ 
ma cll ac priuatio,in quantitatc magnitudo,& paruitas,in qualitatc 
dulcedo amaror , 6C quicquid aliudadtercium qualicacis ordincm 
rcfcrtur,quarti ucro gcneris aduerfa eruntlocafupcra,&infera,qu«'cp 
ad dcxtram,&finiftram,antc,& ponc^ iaccntJUud itcm cxplicatum 
c(t,ad mutationcm conficicndam , tcrtiam illam naturam dc(iderari| 
quae uiciflim pugnantia rccipiat , eam nos materiam appcllabamus» 
tnimucro,fi matcria fufcipcrc dcbcat contraria,fuaptc nacura infor/ 
mis,& nullafpccie prxdita ipfa (it^ncccITc cft,quo poITit Prothci cu/ 
iufdam morc in uarias fcfc formas induerc,quibus uniucrfiras naturas 
cxornetur , & hscpulchcrrimarerum caducarum dcfcriptio fcmpcr 
ab interitu uendicetur • Quamobrcm uehementer crraflc iudicandt 
funt,quicunquemateriam ui fuaita corporacamc(Tcputaucrunt,ut 
ucIutic2teracorpora,cxiftcret,& fubicdlafcnCbus forct,contra'que di/ 
uinum qucndam homincm fuiflc AriftotcIcm,pr2edicandum cft, 
qui rcm obfcuriflrimam,& tcnuitatc lua non oculorum modo,fed ani/ 
mi obtutum pcnc cffugicntcm comprchenderit , & primus acutifllma 
adc ingeniicam cocam pcrIuftraric,nobis'c^ probanc illa racionc,qua^ 
conuinci non poifet/natcriam nihil habcre praiter habilitatem ad con/ 
liWiorum paria quarque rcdpicnda,pcr quam & ipfafit,&omniagi/ 
gnantur,& uiciflitudo rcrum oricntium,atqucocdacnriumcontincn/ 
tcm>3C pcrpctuum curfum nancifcatur»Hoc pofito difficilis admodn, 
& pcroblcura qusftio facilc cxplicatur,qua! quidcm antiquiores illos 
philofophos ita implicauic,utcumfclc cxpcdirc non ualcrent,gencra/ 
tioncm rcrum omnium fuftulerint* Etenim conucnit inccr omncs^ 
fieri non poflc , ut ex nihilo quicquam fiac , atqui cx eo itcm , quodi 
iam cxiftatifuhil omnino procreari poflt uidctuTiquicnim oriantuc 



ea,qux iam fant ffalfam itaqiic fentiunt,qui gcncrationcm introdu/ 
cunt • Hunc nodum nullo ncgocio nos difToIucmus , rcrum enim 
omnium dupliccm ordinem cfficimus,ut nonnullz ^ff-ye/* fint, non/ 
nullas i^ufJixet , altcrum nos a(flum appclicmus licct , aitcram Faculta/ 
tcm , fiuc potcftatcm , (i modo ita rcdc conucrfum uidcatur , cfTc ucro 
matcriam facultatcpcrfpicuc iam dcmonftrauimus,cun^higiturcffi/ 
ciuntur cx ca rc,qu2B tum cft , tum non cft,fiunt cnim cx matcria , qux 
facultatc cO,a6lu noncft,fiunt itcm cx priuationc,quxniIiil cft, & cx 
tnatcnaipfa,quzaliquidcft , iongc tamen difTimilimodocxhis duo/ 
bus principiis rcs conftituuntur,altcrum cnim nafccnrisrci pars fit,al/ 
tcrum,cum pcr fcipfum nihil cxiftat,nullius cuiufquam rci ullaomni/ 
no pars cffici potcft^Necj tamcn priuatio non maximam uim habcr, 
fine qua ncquc ortus rcrum,ncquc intcrituscofcquarar,nifi cnim ma/ 
teria lit orbara carum rcrum formis , qua: gignuntur,quomodo pcr 
Dcum immortalcm illar gigni qucant? nifi rurfus cifdcm formis fpo/ 
Iietur,quomodo rcs ortar occidant, aut quicquam ullo tcmpore abfu/ 
matur fac non potius immutabilis rcrum ordo,ac difpofitio confun/ 
darur i ut quar natura fragilia funt , & caduca , immortalia fiant,6r 
aruo fempitcrno cum rcbus coelcftibus fruantur»Nimirum hanc ma/ 
ttriz uim fomniabat Anaxagoras,cumilIud fuum unumintroducc; 
Kt,exiftin:iabat enim uir ilIc,omnia,quaf in fcnticndi rationcm cade/ 
rent,a prindpioin unum corpus confufa fuiflc , <!Juod immodcrate 
agitatum , & turbulcntum tncns accipicns fcdatum,&quietum red/ 
didcrit.Scd quanto fapicnrius noftcr Ariftotclcs , qui docct,omni3 
jn matcria incdc facultatc,quim Anaxagoras,qui ex iis rebus, qua; 
olim confnfc,ac tcmcrccoaccruatx iaccrcnt,dicat,uniuerfitatcninatu/ 
tx cflcproCTcatam,ncquc cnimcfficere ficpoteft,quin ex iis rebus,quar 
aftu iam cxiftant,omnia conftituantur,quamobrcmgcncrario,quam 
impormna illa quarftio oppugnat,nulIo pcr eum praefidio firmatur» 
Quinctiam carreri fcrc omncs,qui dc natura difputarunr,ad eam ma/ 
rcriar cognirionc? ucritatcducc uchcbantur,fcd rcmmagnis inuoluram 
obfcuritatibusfubodorari magis,quamuidcrepomerunt*Quidcnim^ 
aliud fignificabardifcordia illa empcdoclca ordinis parcns , mundp 
proacatrixfquam dicit iftumfplcndidiflimucoeliornammcffinxifle, 
quatuorilla magna corpora tanta fapienria difacuiflc,ut ea, quk* 
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intcr fcfc aducrfiflima cfrcnr,Knamrismax5Ticdifliclcntibuscontinc/ 
rcntur,difiunais ctiam fcdibuscollocarct, qu^ contra aliquam intcr 
fc propinquitatcm,&bcncuolcntia:caufamhabcrcnt, iispropinqua 
domialia diftnbucrctfquid itcm aliud fibi uultillaciufdcphilofophi 
concordia ? qux mundi partcs intcr fc utilitcr dilTcnticntcs pcrniciofo 
amorc copularc folcat , fupcra infcris commifccns , & omncm naturaj 
fortuitaconfulioncpucrtcnsfcotratamcnacadcrcdiccbat in lis mun/ 

di particulis,quxmultiplici primorumquatuor corporum tcmpcra/ 
tionc gignuntur ,has cnim figurat concordia , difcordiadifiicit, & ad 
mortcm crudclifTimc impcllit , qua dc rc funt cius philofophi ucrfus 
clcgantilTirai , quos , ut gratum fac:rcmus iis , qui grxcc ncfciunt, in 
latinum conucrtimus ,& qualcfcunc^ illi clTcnt^infra (ublcnpfimus , 
Non nc uidcshanc molem,atquc hzc uariantia nlcmbra? 
Nunc illa intcr fcfc zr&o cocuntia nexu 
Excrccnt plncidam fclici fccdcrc paccm, 
ScnCfcri undc uigcnt mortali in corporc motus, 
Irarum ingcnti nunc tcmpcftate coorta 
Incipiunt rimis agitata fatifccrc ,doncc 
Dilfiiiant duro uitai in littorc frada. 
Talibus intcr fc uicibus uoluuntur in orbcm 
Et pccudcs ,& montiuagum gcnus omnc fcrarum , 
Er uolucrcs pi6lis tranantcs aera pcnnis , 
Qu2'quclatcnt liquido Ncrci fub gurgitc mondra, 
v3iuob'quc ratcs , & amantcs afpcra dumi • 
Scd iam ad inftitutam difputationcm rcdcamus^Diccbamus Anaxa/ 
goram.&Empcdoclcm ncfcio quo modo naturam materis fufpica/ 
los clfcjhos confcquitur Anaximandcr,qui principiu rcrumomniu 
infinitum c{fc,& intcr naturam animz^atqucignis intcrccdcrc fcnnc/ 
bat,&contrariacunaaolim in co indufa fuilTc mcmorabat.Scd nc/ 



mo antiquo^ ad cognitionemmatcrix propius Dcmocrito acccMc 
uidcri potc(l,qui cx particulis quibufdamindiuiduis mundumjabri/ 
carit,quarum facultasomniacomplcxacflfcr^antcaqua inter fccocurfu 
illotcmerariocohxfiffcnt^omncs igitur fcrd^quidcnaturarcru mcmo/ 
nndumaIiquid!itcriscofignarunt,matcriam illi quidcm,fcd oblcurc 
nimis attigcrunt.Iamucro quaecunc^ mutationi fubiiciiatur^tcnam 



Guidcm habcnt, fcdnon cadcni omnia,rcruhi»maIiac caducx funt,aL'i 
icmpitcrnz, & Alx quidem cumoriantur, & cadant,matcriam ncceC' 
fario rcquirunt, qu2 formam,& priuatione abiiciat uicilTim, & afci/ 
fcat,hx ucro cum nccp ortum,ncc^ occafum fcntiant , ncc^ unquam 
aliquid praetcrlocumuariarc folcant,matcriaadeptifunt natunefux 
congrucntcm , cam dico , quas unam loci mutationcm patcrctur» Cum 
ucro gencrcntur omniacxco,quod non eft:, quzrat aliquis quodnam 
illudht , tria«n»numcro funt,quaj non c(rcmcmorentur,primum,id, 
qcf non modo re ipfa non cxiftit,ucru nc cogitationc quide adumbrari 
potcfl:,hoc quidc certe genus a gcncratione pcnitus abhorret,cum cx 
nihilo quicq ficri,natura nunqua finat, alteruj gcnus ad priuationcm 
forma:pcrtinct,quam quide ad orrumrcrumcliciendij ncceffaria dici/ 
mus,non quo ex ca res aliqua conficiatur,fcd qudd inhxrcatmatcria:, 
cxquarcs procrcantur.Tcrtiu3gcnusipfammatcria facimus,qua: non 
cfredicitur,pptercaqudd aflu noncxiftit,quaquamfacuItatc fempcr 
cftj&ipfa quide rcrummortaliu cft foccunciamatcr,quae innumcrabi/ 
Iibusgrauidataformis omniagignir,&funditcxfcrc,ucru5dciisfupra 
ctiamfatismulra dida funtnobis«Quanqua aiit matcria5,cocm rcrum 
parcntcmni^ncupauimus , non tiiob cam rcmcxiftimandijeft,quanc^ 
rcm cx qiiacp rc gcnerari pofre,qii2rcs.n.formasdifrimiIcs habent,eas 
marcria quoc^ dilfimili pracditascfrcoportct,nc queadmodu^ Pytha/ 
gora:i,formas uagas,& uolaticas inducamus,ut cx hoic in elcphatum, 
cx clcphato in cuIicc,autfomiica immigrarc cogantur.Quaobrepcr/ 
fuafum nobis cffe dcbcr,matcria cflcillamquidecuntfla^ rcccptaculus 
fonnarum,iis tame admittcndis ccrtum ordincm a natura adhibitum 
fuifl^c.Principio ingentcmillam matcriai molcm fomix ucftiuntignis, 
& acris ,aqu2 itcm,& tclluris,quibus illa formis induta iam fpcdla/ 
bilis efficitur, & manibus attre(5^arur. Porrd matcria in has quatuor 
naturas compa(5ta tum dcmum facultatcm nancifatur , ut reliquas 
omncs formas parcrc ualeat,&mundumca,quam fpcdamus,uaric/ 
tatc diftingucrc» Etcnim cum prima illa corpora, qux uocantur clc/ 
mcnta, intcr fcfc mifccri confucrint,quotproportionumtcpcrationi/ 
bus ipfa in unam natura coagmcntari poflfunt , tot itcm fpccics rcrum 
pofliint cxiftcrc,& hoc pulchcrrimu mundi thcatru fuis imaginibus 
cxornarc» Compcrtum fit igitur, unam eflc quidem rcrum omnium 
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inatcriamprifnam«&communcm,(cdmultas itcm clTcmatcrias pro/ 
pinquiorcs,qu2 rcbus ccrtis accomodata! Cnt ,& propria! ♦ Quod fi 
natura tanto ordincad gcncrationcm rcrum progrcdi folct,profe6to 
tcmcrc y 8C inconfidcratc loqui uidcri dcbcnt, qui quanquc rcm cx 
quaquc uulgo gcncrari dicunt,quod fanc^ fieri natura ipfa non fcrt| 
nifi fortc rcs in primam illam , & comuncm matcriam intcrirc dican/ 
tur.Non igitur audiendus c(l Anaxagoras , qui ciufmodi fcntentiani 
tucri conatus fit,qui tametft cundas rcs in fuam illammatcriam unam^ 
& inordinatam congcflcrit^ut cx ca mcmbra omnia mundi,&omncs| 
particulas cffingcrc poflTct^parum tamen cautc confuluiflfc uidctur gc/ 
ncrationi rerum,nequc enim res matcria minus differunt , quam for/ 
ma , cum aliam homo , aliam xs, aliam uitis defiderct , quod f! una 
tantum gigncndis rebus adhibitaeftmateria,undc quifotantauaric/ 
tas , & innumcrabiliu pcnc rcrum difTimilitu dof Cur non potius cun/ 
ftarum una,& cadem cft facics,& natura? unam enim Anaxagoras 
introducit uim &caufam cfficiendi ,mcntem dico,unam item naturl, 
qu2E fcfc illi prxbcat , & ab ca patiatur , unum igitur neccfTario id crit, 
quod efficitur,illud inquam,ad quod cfficiendum matcria accomo/ 
data crat , ubi enim rcs cfficicns una cft, item'9 patiens, unam ctiam 
rcm cffingerc confucrunt,ut alibi pcrfpicua rationc demonftratii eft, 
quod ctiam fadlc exemplo dcclarari poteft , ex uitis cnim matcria,quic 
una cft , non ficus , aut olea , fed una uitis propagatur»Ha»c dc materia 
difta flntnobis ♦ Nunc ad altcrum principium fubftantix corporcas 
cxplicandum aggrediamur^Tres igitur funt cauGc,tria'9 principiaca/ 
rum rcrum,qua! mortali gcncrantur conditionc , eorum duo quidcj 
funt contraria , forma fcilicct , 6L priuatio , tcrtium cft matcrics ipfa,di/ 
'^um cftcnim,omni mutationi id comunc c{lc,utduobus contrariis 
conficiatur,& tertiaaliquanatura,qu3cfcfcillis fubiiciatjatc^ cffinge/ 
dam tradat*Cum itacp fubftantia mutabilis fit,&oriatur,& intcrcat, 
nimirum tria hzc principia rcquirit»IIIud autem fcirc oportet, necj 
formam , ncque matcriam gigni , materiam tamen primam , & for/ 
mas fimpliccs dico , aliarum cnim longc difTimilis cft ratio • Vcrum 
quod propofuimus , clarius cft oftcndendum^Siquid in luccm cdcty/ 
dum ciV , tria fcmpcr intcrcfTc 'dcbcnt , caufa , quar uim cffiacndiha/ 
bcac,matcria,quz paticndi ,forma, quxfinis (It cfTcdioniSjqudd fi 
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formam cciam ipfam gigni oportcat , nimirum cria iOhzc gcncra 
ircrum adhibcnda fint , forma igitu rcomparanda cft adcffingcndam 
formam,at illa nufquam cric, nifi dC ipfam fupcrior aliqua ciufdcm 
gcncris natura procrcaric ♦ Itaquc nullum , quantum uidco, gcnc/ 
randimodumfacicmus , fcd innumcrabilisquzedam fcrics formarum, 
qux gignant, & gignantur , conno^lcnda cric . Qudd (i nacura in/ 
hnitarcm iftam caufarum non amac , fcnccnciam iliam noftram ccnca/ 
mus, formx , iccm'9 maccria: nullam gcncracioncm cflfc. Illud iccm 
fcirc oporccc, omncs cas fubftancias , quae nacura conftcnc , parcnti/ 
bus fuis ad imitationcm formx fimilcs gigni , illorum'quc nomi/ 
tic,ac dcfinitionc contincri , quod rcrum gcnus Ariftotclcs uocac 
rufuruMflt , noftri philofophi uniuoca ucrtcrunc ,nos mclius , ucrbum 
c ucrbo , rcs cognomincs appdlari cxiftimamus ♦ Homincm icaquc 
gcncrac homo , cquuscquum,& animancia qua:c^ gcncracim cx fui 
limilibus procrcantur.Ars itcm , quz naturam diligcntcr imitari fo/ 
Ict, fimilc amat inftitutum,qualcm cnim fpcdcm domus animo ccr/ 
nit architcdlus , talcm is domum c Iignis,ac lapidibus molitur. Na/ 
turas ucro,& artis ca cft diftin^tio, qudd illa rcs cas mouct,atc^ ucr/ 
far, in quibus incus indufa cft , hzc uim fuam rcbus cxccmis cffingcn/ 
Jis adhibcc * Fortuna ucro,&cafus, ut dcclaratum cft in difputatio/ 
nibus phyCcis,non func ucke cauGc rcrum gigncndarum , fed natu/ 
Tx potius , & artis crrorcs, ac pcccata qu2dam,ut minimc mirandum 
accidcrc dcbcat , fi rcscafu,autfortuito ortjc non cxprimanc formam 
corum , a quibus procrcancur . Quincciam ucluci fiquid crroris in/ 
cidit in arcificiis , id ncquc arrificiofum , ncquc arcis cffcdum ap/ 
pcllarc confucuimus , ica fiquid monftri c^ fcminc uiciaco in Juccm 
cdatur , cius ortus naturi ncutiquam afcribcndus crit . Scd qux/ 
ftio pcrobfcura nobis fcfc offcrt dc iis animalium formis , quz cx 
limo , aut rc putri fipcnumcro cxprimuntur , ad cafum cnim ca 
rcfcrrc, minimc conucnic,cum in rcrum nacura ccrcum ordincm 
habcanc , ac ccrtis anni ccmporibus oriantur , in cafu ucro omnia 
finc incerca , acquc inordinaca , quo fic , uc finc ulla dubicacionc na/ 
cura conftcc horum animalium gcncratio « Acqui nullas naturas 
ccrnimus , c quibus prognara fimilirudincm ducanc cam , quam rc/ 
Cjuiri dicebamus ioomciium fubftaciarumortu^qui naturacofticifTct^ 
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An folis , & aliorum fydcrum calor eids gtncris animantium molitor 
cft,ac procrcator?is'qj coclcftis calor uimquandamadmirabilcm fccus 
gcrit,qux fimilitudincm contincat rcrum omnium , quas producit ? 
an putrcdo fcmini gcnitali comparanda cfl:,atquc ipfa quoque uim 
illamcrcatriccm habct, quam Ariflotelcs folctarti compararcfut'quc 
ab artc,(ic ab ca ui fimilia cxcudunturfillam'cp in fcmcn fol & homo^ 
in rcm putrcm folus infcrit fohid (i ita eft, utccrtc uidctur cflc,nulla 
neceiritas cogit , fpccics illas Platonis introduccrc ad gcncrandas eas 
animantcs,quas e limo,aut rc putrinaturamoIiri,atquc cffingcrccon/ 
fucuir,id'quc ucrc concIudipotcft,quicquidnaturaIcmortum habct, 
aut a natura planc cognominc procrcari,aut ccrtc ab co, quod uim 
fiamrsE talis obtincat , &proportioncfit idem atquc illa.Vcrum hxc 
haaenus.Oftendimusformamnon oriri,diximus (ubftatiam quanq^ 
gcnitorum fuorumformamimitari,nunc quod fupcreft,diligcntius 
inquiramuSjUtmm formac rerum mortaIium,matcria nitanmr,eius 
coniun^tioncm ncccftario rcquirant,an potius, ut quidam maxima 
authoritatc philofophi putauerunt,cius focictatc non ita cgeant , fcd 
ui propria fc cgrcgicfuftcntarc poffint»Triplcx igitur cft fubftatia/ 
ram ordojprimus^quc marcriam continet,cuius natura ita eft diffici/ 
lis ad intclligcndum^ut ucl prudcntes,atquc acutos fallerc qucat^ Si/ 
quidcm ad fcnfum,& fpccicmnon ipfius rci pars ,fcd tora rcs exiftit, 
cumcnimlapidcs,& ligna nullo ordinc congcfta iaccnt,fc'quecontiii 
gunt,matcriam a:dificii fiituri ,camcflc intelligimus,cum uero fabcr 
ca coagmcn|gliit,atqj in fpccicmdomuscompofuit,a»dificium nihil 
aliudefrenifiillam ipfammateriamcxiftimamus,quod quidmiexcm/ 
plum phyfici antiquiorcs ab arte ad naturam ipfam tran(fcrentcs,ad 
ca corpora , qux afpc^f^u , uel taflu fentircntur,matcriam primam rc/ 
tulcrunt^ut^quc in rcbus artificiofis,ita in iis.qux namraconftarcnty 
non formam , fed matcriam , cuiufque rei fubftantiam cftc iudicarunr* 
A Itcrum ordine fibi ucndicat forma,quar gcncrationis eft finis,qu2'<^ 
ob eximiamdignitatcmnatura foIetappclTari,tametfi materia quoc^ 
eodem uocabulo rite nuncupetur«Tertius ordo cx utroc^ hocgenere 
conflatur , curufmodi funt omnes ilLe fubftantia: , quz tanguntur , 
oriuntur,8Ccadunt. Compertum cft igitur,&planc exploratum, 
DonnuUas formas cftc^qua; matcria carerc non pofTint , qualcm dici/ 
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mus cflc forhvim (!omus,quaf fublatls ligni%&Iapidibus nufqua ma 
tict,nifi(iquisartcm ipfam zdificandac domus fom^ uocct, Athzc, ct 
iartcrae ciufdcmgcncris fom^tnanimo tantum,atquc intclligcntia in/ 
hxrcnt,quodrcancquc ortum habcnt , ncquc occafum , fcd quadam . 
alia ratione dicuntur dTc , aut fuifTc , animi cnim cogitatio facit ,uc 
fint , atquc non fint .Siquz igitur formac fiint , quae adminiculo ma/ 
tcriac non cgcant ad fc fulhntandaSjCxnimirum naturalcs funt,quanv 
obrcm non malc Plato , qui rcCus artificiofis fpccics nullas afligna/ 
uit,fcd iis untummodo,qu2 natura conftarcnt,non malc,inquam, 
illc^i modo funt ullac fpccics huius ctiam gcncris ,pcrfpicuum cnim 
eft, quafdam formas naturalcs cITc^quac concrctionc matcrias fincpcr/ 
nicic fpoliari non qucant , qualis cft formacapitis,& ignis,cartcraru'c^ 
rcrum, qux fingulis fubftantiis conficicndis cam raatcriam fuppcdi/ 
tant,qua! uItima,fiucproxima nuncupari folct# Quinetiam,fi ucrum 
uolumus fatcri , uix ulla forma cft , qux finc matcrijc adminiculo con/ 
fiftat , quod quidcm ut planum fiat , illud in primis attcndcndum cft, 
qua; caufac fint cfficicntcs rcrum , cas caufas ncccfTario iis rcbus xtatc 
antcccdcrc, quas cfficiant , ab illarum cnim fontc motus illc falutaris 
profluit,acuitaIis,qui naturam ad paricndum cict.contracaufac illac, 
quas formas appcllamus, fcmpcra:quaIcs,&coaeu2 iis corporibus 
cUcconfucrunt,cum quibus aprx^conncxz^ dcgunt,utnunquam 
ipfis maiorcs natu cxiftant ,aut illauel momcto tcmporis antcccdant, 
tunc cnim primum bona cxiftit ualctudo , cum primum bcnc cocpcri/ 
mus ualerc,itcm'quc figura globitunccxoritur,cum^fcx globum 
ipfum ad uoIubJitatcm rotundauit* An ucro ullae fdrmac diflblutis 
corporibus fupcrfint , pcrobfcura quzftio cft , dcquc ea rc fumma 
fcmpcr philofophorum diflcnfionc ccrtatum,& in libris rcrum natu/ 
ralium ab Ariftotclc diligcntifTimcdifputatum cft,qui quidcmhoc 
in loco pncdicat,& dariftima uocc pronuntiat , nihil impcdire , quo/ 
minus aliqua forma poft mortcm rcmancat , fi modo anima forma 
fit,ut profcftd cft,ncquc tamcn illam omncm immortalcm cflc dicit^ 
funt enim partcs dus nonnullac concrcra!,ac gcncratar,qua!quidcm 
cx ipfamatcria pullulant^atcj radiccs in ca ramaltc infixas habcnt, 
ut nullo modo aut aucUi, aut finc miniftcrio corporum quicquam 
muncris fungi qucant,ciufmodi funt fcnticndi facultatcs , & pancs 
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animx IibiJiniim,atquc ifarum sflu flu^uantcs , & (iquiJaliud no/ 
bis , ac bruris animantibus arqualiicr a natura communicatum cft« 
Has igitur cum corporibus intcrirc , minimc dubitandum cft , at uis 
illapanimz przdantifTima , ac diuina , quz fapit^atque intclligit,qux'9 
principia ^caufas rcrum ccmit,carum'c^ progrcftus,^ cum pratfcn/ 
ribus prztcrita,futura'qucconiungit,ca nimirumuisfinc ulla dubita/ 
rionc foris ucnit,ncquccx fordibusmatcriz^fcdccclo hauda , atquc 
libata cft , ncquc in corporc ita hzrct , atc^ infixa iacct , ut finc cius opc 
confiftcrc non ualcat,& fua ui,diuinaillamuncrapulchcrrimc obirc. 
Quocirca mcntcm ipfam fcmpcr intcgram,atquc incolumcm ftarc, 
ncquc ulla mortis fata fubirc^conftantiflTimc crcdcndumcft^ncc^tc/ 
mcrc audicndi funt nonnulli homincs ,qui grauiffimas cum immor/ 
talitatc animorum inimicitias gerunt,cius'cp opinioncm cum nawra 
hominis natam,|atquc altam , in'quc illa przftantiflimo Dci muncrc 
infixam, atquc infitam cucllerc ,ac radicitus cxrirparc conantur , pcr/ 
indcquafi zgcrrimc fcrant,uitam'quc parum uitalcm putcnt,niCfibi, 
ac caetcris hominibus cum maximo corum incommodo , ac dolore 
perfuafcrint,namram noftram cflc totam mortaIcm,ac pccudu morc 
dclcri,ac funditus intcrirc . Scd iam ad cum fcrmoncmjCxquocgrcfTi 
fumus,rcucrtamur*Oftcndimus formas rcrum naturalium uinculis 
corporum cxolui non poflfc , quam ob caufam non cft ucrcndum 
profitcri , fpccics illas,quas Plato mirabilitcr amplcxabatur,cfl^c rcs 
inancs , atquc commcnticias , pRcfcrtim quac nihil agcrc , ncquc uUas 
urilitatcs iqMpn^ naturalium focictatcm conferrc pofTc uiacantur* 
Nam qudcinwura in illas intucns , formas rcrum corporcaruj folcat 
cfFmgcrc, id ucro abfurdum,acfabulofum uidctur,(ineulicnimho/ 
mincs fingulos homincsgcncrant,itcm'quc fcicntia mcdudnx bonam 
ualctudincm parit , atc^ cius planc fimilitudincm gcrit,utnihilcau(3B 
uidcatur cflt,quamobrcm acccrfamus formas illasc6muncs,quarum 
excmplar in formis fingulis cffingcndis natura fcquamr , fimilitudo 
cnim ca , quam rcquirit gcncratio , in fingulis rcbus ipfis,ut farpc iam 
di(ft um eft , fatis inucnitur.Scd alicnum torc non uiclctur,fi brcuitcr 
f xpofucrimus ,quiddc hoc uniucrfo gcncrc fcnfcrint philofophi ab 
Ariftotelc profc(fti , atquc cius inftiturionibus crudiri , quac quidem 
omnia, utfadlius intclligantur,fadcndmTi uidctur,utab opinioni/ 
i ■ 
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bus* aliarum difciplinarum fumamus cxor Jium ♦ Qui igitur Anaxa/ 
gorx rationcm , fc^am'quc fcqucbantur,ii fomias latitarc cxiftima/ 
Dant,&cum dc rcrumortu difputarcnt , aicbant cas omncs in fingu/ 
lis occultatas cflc , itaquc gcncrationcm tum dcmum exiftcrc, cumcr 
iIIafortuica,& tcmcraria coaccruationc rcsad ordincm rraduccrcntur, 
id quc munus proprium edc cius caufx,qua; in fc condncrct cfficicn/ 
tiamnaturalcm,& confufa,acperturbata poffct digcrcrc,cx eis'que 
dcfcriprioncm clegantcm dcfJgnarc,atquc conficcrc. Exorti funt non 
ita longo poft temporc Acadcmici , qui fcntcntiam Anaxagorac op/ 
pugnarcnt,formas'quc rerum corporcarum ncgarentfcmperextitifrc, 
illas' quc diccrcnt ab ca caufa , quam modo diccbamus ,cffingi,accreari 
confucflcjarquc in materiam infcri, caufam'qj illam affirmarent uni/ 
ufmodi , & nmpliccm cfTc, &ab omni matcria: concrctione fccrctam, 
ac libcram*Non dcfucrc tamcn nonnulli ,quicamdupliccm confti/ 
tuerent,ut unaeiusnatunEcfrer, quam expofuimus,eaqucfomian/ 
dis animantibus prxcfTet ,quar rcm corporcam fui fimilcm non ha/ 
bcrent, undcgignercntur , altcra ucro concrcta forct , atquc tra(5iabi/ 
lis,cuiufmodi cftignis igncm procrcans, atqj homincm homo.Itac^ 
cum hae difciplinxtanto intcruaflo inter fcdifiu6fcE efrcnt, Pcripatctici 
fcfc illis intcricccrunt, ac mediam quandam rationem,ac fcntentiam 
tcnuerunt, qua:minus ccrtcdubitationishabcrct,&ad fimilitudincm 
ucri propius acccdcrct • Difputant cnim illi,ncque formas cas,quae 
iam abfoluta:,ac perfcfe fint , c latcbris materixdcprorni^neque rur/ 
fus illas , qux pcnitus non exiftant , a rc efficiente criMtt£ cum ma/ 
tcria conglutinari , fcd quod cx utraquc hac namraHPBt,hoc ccrte 
cffici,ac gcnerari pronuntiant,id'qucncgocium a ui moucnrc admi/ 
niftrari,qua! materiam ciendo,mifccndo'qj ,ac uItro,citro'cp uerfando 
fic afficiat , ut forma , qua: facultatc iam inerat , cx ea extundatur,& ta/ 
dcm erumpat in a6lum»Non igitur apudPcripatcticoscofidcnscau/ 
(aex nihilo formas fabricatur , ut apud Platonicos facit , aut cas foris 
afTumptas informi matcrix adiungic,fcd facultates carum in finu il/ 
lius indufas , ut iam didum cft , cfficacitatc fuatraducit ada6him,& 
|)crfc(5lionem,atquc adhunc modum rcs naturalcs conflantur,qu*cx 
materia , forma'quc confiftant, id'que non folum de fubftantia , fed 
dc cztcris quoq^ rcrum gcncribus fcnticndum probant , cx quo cffi/ 
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citur ,utcum didmus , rcni quanqu^ d rc (unili gcncrari ,ncquaquam 
intclligcndum fit , formas cflScicntcs ufquequaquc fimilcs cffcdliscflc 
oportcrc , fatis cnim , fupcr quc cft , fi uim illa: , ac cfficicntiam tcncant, 
quar rcrum formandarum fimilitudincm in fcfc cohibcat , quam ob 
caufam igncm non modo ab ignc , fcd ctiam a motu uidcmus cx/ 
citari • Itaquc cum rcs aliqua animatur , minimc fufpicandum cfl: , 
inimam cxtrinfccus acccptam,aut cffiftam ad ipfam matcriam duci, 
& cum ca copulari , fcd qu«E anima iam facultatc in ipfa intus in/ 
cfl*et,cam animam pcr cfficicntiam caufe in a(5lum crumpcrc , atquc 
ita cxrudi,&: inchoata in abfoIutioncm,pcrfc(5tioncm'quc politifli/ 
mam adduci ♦ Qux cum ita fchabcant, itaquc natura comparatum 
fit,ut fiqua rcs aliam rcm in a6lum profcrrc dcbcat , cum ca rc non/ 
nullam umilitudincm, ac conuenicntiam habcrc cogatur, ncccflc cfl", 
uim illam fcminis pnepotente , ac gcncratriccm,quaj f ormas animan/ 
ccs,ac fpirabilcs cffingit,ipfam quoquc animantcm cflc facultatc , fl/ 
militer at<p domus illa potcftatc eft,quam animo gcflat architcdus, 
quam ob caufam Ariftotcles eam uim arti compararc folct , quajuis 
profa^dres qu«damcxce!Icntiflima,ac diuinaiudicandacft,quippc 
qua: uitam rcbus, & iucundifllmam fpiritus ufuram munificc largia/ 
tur,eadcm'quc rationis , ac intclligentiz particcps cfl*e quodammodo 
uidcri potcft,cum ingrediaturartificiorc,& ccrtam fibimetam pro/ 
ponat,ad quam uitalcm illum fuum curfumdirigat,quem pcrfcqui/ 
cur ufque cd , dum optatiflimum animationis prsmium capcflit ♦ 
Vtitur autaafacultas harc diuina miniftcrio caloris ad fpirantia fi/ 
mulachra effigenda , isq? calor ,ut mcmorat Ariftotclcs in libris dc 
gcnerationc animaIium,non ignis,non talis facultas aliqua cft, fcd 
fpiritus , qui in fcminc,fpumofo'quc corporc continctur,& natura, 
qua» in co fpiritu cft , proportionc refpondens clemcnto ftcllarum^, 
quamobrcm ignis nullum animal gcncrat , ncquc conftitui quicqua 
dcnfis , ud humidis ,ucl ficcis uidctur,at ucro folis calor , & anima/ 
lium non modo qui fcminc continctur, ucrum ctiam fiquid cxcrc/ 
menti fit, quanquam diuerfum a natura , tamcn id quoqj principius 
habct uitaIc«Huncigitur falutarem caIorcm,ac fcecundu^ cict homo, 
.& rcrum omnium (olgcncrator acparcns,quocirca homincmdicit 
tdcm Ariftoccles sbhominc^dchlc pTOcrcari«Quineciam illc manans 



a cun6kis fydcribus tcrras , & maria omnia irrorar, fc quc pcr ingcntia 
illa corpora infundcns , ac penitus infinuans cx iis gignit,ac fundic 
fcctus uniucrfos , quicunquc nullo fcminc progignuntur.MultipIi/ 
ccs ucro ftcllarum curfus , carum'qj congrcfTus , digrcnfus quc,& pro/ 
pinqua,autIonginquaintcrualIa,difparcs9 itemcarumintcrfcfc ob/ 
tutustcporcmiftum, fatorcm rcrum,atquc altoraii uaric tcmpcrar, 
ac modcrantur , atquc ad multiformcs animantcs figurandas aptum, 
atquc habilcm rcddunt.Ncquc ucro fyderum motioncs 'ipCc^ac di(/ 
fimiles conucrfioncs non fuos duces , ac modcratorcs habcnt,qui & 
ipfi fubiiciuntur libcntcs impcrio patris fcmpitcrni , qucm quidem 
fupremam,ac principalcm artcm rationis,& intclligcnti^compotcm 
ritc nominarc polTumus^qu^ reliquaru^artium naturzmagirtracft, 
atcpiis prudetiflimc omnia facicndaprxfcribit,& fpIendidiftimacGeli 
templa,&: quatuor naturas,qua: deinceps confcquijtur,& omnia, qusc 
cxcarum difpari tcpcrationc oriuntur,incrcdibili charitatc,accofiIio 
rcgit , ac gubcrnat , & inftnita fapicntia modcratur , ut qj illa bruta,& 
omni fpccic carcns matcrixinfimx molcs facultatc fuarcs omncsmor/ 
talcs compIc(flitur, fequc illarum formis accipicndis facilcmpr^bcr, 
ficin illapulcherrima^&cxcellcntiirima forma fuprcmar,^ fapicn/ 
tilTimx artis cun(5lx formx mortalcs , immortalcs^ ui,ac cfficicntia 
rcrum omnium pripotcnticontincntur ,atqucab cius incredibilibo/ 
nitatc pcmianant, &confcruanturomnia,quarcun9 hoc latififimo 
cceli amplcxu cohibentur , utminimcmirandum uidcridcbcat, fina/ 
tura,quxnon fapit,ad gigncndum tamcn pro^rcdiaw| rationc , 6C 
uia,tanto'quc ordinc, tanVqucadmirabili artificio h^^ulchcrriina 
opera conficiat , qu^ uidcmus ,quippc quam mcntcs ills fingulares, 
ac beatx rcgant , moucant , guberncnt . Hxc igitur Pcripatctici dc 
gcncrationc rcrum do(^liffimc difputarcconfucrunt.Sed nos ad rcli/ 
qua cxponcnda pergamus. Itaquc cauGc, ct principia fubftantiac ,ac 
rcliquorum gcnerum fint cadem ncc'nc,cxquircndum uidctur.Nimi/ 
rum fi propna,& fingula quxcp gcncrum principia quscrimus , non 
cadcm funt, fin autcm loquimur uniucrfc,atquc cam rationan fcqui/ 
fnur, qux «wAo^U gr«:c,latinccomparatio, proportio'uc nuncupa/ 
tur ,omnium cadcm quodamodo uidcri poffunt . Ncquc tamcn ca 
ra itt pcrfpicua , aut cxplorata cft , qtiinanimus diligcntius cxpcn/ 
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3cns maximopcrc aJJubitarc cogariir • Etcnim admirandum acd/ 
dir , fi fubftantia, au2 quc illi funt inha:rcntia , ab cifdem initiis cffi/ 
dantur , atquc cadcm dcmcnta , & tanquam femina habeant , undc 
gcncrcntur^atqucnafcantur* Vt cnim rcliqua gcnera mifla fadamus, 
quam ncccfritudincm,aut cognationcm habcrc pofTit fubftatia cum 
iis,qux Ariftotclcs ra vfifn , noftri autcm philofophi uulgo rclati/ 
uaappellant,at Ciccro clcgantius , fub eandcm rationcm cadcntia 
ufurparc,acnominarc confucuit ? qu id igitur fubftanriz cum iis rc/ 
busfNcmpc illa pcr fc ipfa ,& fua fponccconfiftit , h;rc ufc^ eo' im/ 
bcdlla,at(^ cxili natura funt, ut cogitationc potiusdepingi,& abani/ 
mo informari uidcantur, quam in rcrum natura locum aliqucm ha# 
bcre.Quod nifi bencficio reliquorumaccidentium fubllanriam attin/ 
gant,atqjad illam eo modo annittatur , in nihilum profe(?lc) rccidanr» 
Agc ucro fi abdfdem initiiscunfe rcs ortum habenr,cuiufmodi oro 
iJla cxiftunt f an^in ordinc dccem furrmorum gcncrum collocantur? 
an potius cxccduntcxtrn,& illa antcgrediunrur? fcilicct clcmenta folent 
iis fcmpcr antdrc,quaeconftituunt . Atnihil deccm illisgcncribuscft 
prius , atquc adeo quicquid rerum ufqucquac^ cft , corum uniuerfi/ 
tatccontinetur^Atnequc fubftantia clcmcntumcft corum,qu3c cum 
aliquo confcruntur , rcrum*uc cxterarum , quac in illa adhxrcfcunt, 
muIto'que minus iWx fubftantiam gcncrarc qucant , primum cnim 
initia,qux'quc abiis permanant,in codcmgcncrefcmperinefrcopor/ 
tct,deindc fubftantia in naturas accidetium foIerctinterirc,quicquid 
cnim diflbluitur, in fuaelemcnta difl[ipatur,non igitur rcru omnium 
cadem princif/ifL funt ponenda.Iam ucro nihilfuimct origo ,& prin/ 
dpium cft , fcd alia fempcr funt clementa , atquc ea , qua: cx iis tcmpc/ 
rantur,uidemus cnim intcrSocratcmmuItumintcrcfl>,&iIIa quatuor 
corpora,undc ipfc concretus,fa(5lus'q? cft,fint igitur oportct natura 
diuerfa decem fumma gcncra , corum'quc principium,atilla cun<^tas 
naturas ampIc<3untur,non cft igiturdcccm gencrum unumjidcm^cj 
cIcmentum.Ex hocetiam apparct , Platonicosin maximo crrorc ucr/ 
fari , quicxrftimcnt unum,atquc cns rerum omnium cflc clcmcnta,fi 
cnim uera Ioquantur,cogunturiftharcduoin iisomnibusineflrjqujc 
conftruunturcxipfis ,ut igitur a,ctb,plurimumdiffcruntabcafyl/ 
laba »in qua infunt,quamquc conftituunc | ita longe difcrcpabunc 



unum , &cns ab iis omnibus , qux cx corum copulationc conflantur,' 
quocirca ncquc fubftantia , ncquc qualitas , ncque quicquam aliud 
corum , qux deccm gencribus fubiiciuntur , cns crit, atquc unum» 
Qui ucro ficri potcft, ut hx dux rcs ,qu2B funtcommuncs animino/ 
tiones uniucrfitatcm rcrum contincntes,fiant claiicnta carumrcrum, 

3UX fub afpcdum , & taftum cadunt? Nullo igitur modo conccdcn/ 
um uidctur , aut cns , atquc unum , aut alia qusEpiam communia rc/ 
rum clTe principia, cx quibusomniafluant, atquc conftruantur.An, 
ut initio huiusdifputationis diccbamus,tum cadcm,tumalia, & di/ 
ucrfa funt ? uidentur ccrtc comparationc , ac proportionc cadcm cfTc, 
fpecic ucro plurimum difcrcpare, id quc ita cfTe^primum in iis cau/ 
• fis oftcndcmus,ex quibus natura cuiufquc reiconftat.Compertum 
cft igitur, rcs omncs mortalcs , ac caducas ex forma , & priuationc, ac 
materia confici, uc!uticorporum,quxfcnfibus pcrcipiuntur , forma 
fortalTc uis caloris ell , priuatio , frigorisnatura,materia uero ca rcs, 
qua?primum,acpcr fead ha?c accipieda poteftatcm habct.Diximus 
autcm dubitantcr ,uim caloris , & frigoris,formam , & priuationcm 
erte rcrum corporearum , proptcrca quddrcuera ciufmodi non funr, 
tamctfinon mcdiocrcs philofophi id affirmarint, nos autcm illuflra/ 
dicquxflionis caufa iftha:c cxcmpla ufurpamus • Jtaquc fi uis calo/ 
ris ignem,atc|j acrcm informct,uis autcm frigoris , quam priuatio/ 
ncm appcllauimus, aquam, &tcrram conftituat,nimirum utraqj ha:c 
natura,itcm'cpmateria fubftantia cxiftat,nccnon ctiam quatuor pri/ 
ma corpora,qua!Cx iis conficiuntur , itcm'c^ fiquafuntaliajqu^ exui 
caIoris,& frigoris connmifta ,& tcmpcrata confiftancpftiuifmodi car/ 
ncm , atquc offa uidcmus cxillcrc ♦ Hxc ucro dilfcrunt a corporibus 
fimplicibus , qudd illa & matcrias , & formas uniufmodi , &fimpli/ 
ccs , hxc cafdem permiftas,atqj concrctas habcnt,cxquo cxiftir,fub/ 
ftantiarum corporcarum cadcm quidcm cfTe principia proportionc, 
caqucomnia intcr fc comparari , fpccic tamcn cffc difparia,Iongc'(^ 
difiun(5}a«Ex iifdcm igiturprincipiis,atquc clcmcntis quodammodo 
cun(51a: fubflantia! gcncrantur , rcliqua ucro gcncrafumma, qux dc/ 
inccps confcquuntur,arqucillarumadminiailoconfiftunt,aliis prae/ 
dita funt ininis,maximcc^diucrfis,quartamcn proportionc rcddun/ 
CUrcadcm,quarfubftantiarum,ut cnim in primo rcrum gcncrc, fic in 
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cartcris ohinibus tripartito prindpia diftribuuntur, in formam,pri/ 
uationcm,atqucmatcriam,fcd harumrcrum in unoquoquc gcncrc 
longc diflTimiHS cftratio natura,in coIoribuscnim,qui adqualita/ 
tcm rcfcruntur ,albus cft forma, atcr priuatio , matcria fummum cor/ 

Eoris,quod ad omncs colorum uarictatcs acdpicndasfacultatcmha/ 
ctJtcmin diftin(5lionc tcmporis lux formacIocumtcnct,rcncbrarpri/ 
uationis,acr matcriaE,cx quibus ccrtc initiis dicrum,no(flium*9uiciC' 
fitudo iucunda,& falutaris ortum habct^Enimucro caufe^quasad/ 
huc commcmorauimus,funt infit^ in rcbus,atqucintus incluGc,fcd 
alia>rcpcriuntur ,quxnon hzrcnt,autinfunt,qualisc(l ca,quz uim 
efficicndihabct,pcrfpicuum cftigitur,principium ab clcmcnto pluri/ 
mumintcrcfTc^nomcn cnimaltcriusin omnia gcncracaufarumpatct, 
altcrius in iis folum ponitur,qua» partcs rcifunt.Proinde fundamenta 
domus tum principium dicimus tum elemetum,archirc(51u ucro non 
elcmentum domus ^fcd prindpiumritc nominamus . Sunt igitur ele/ 
mcnta rcrum tria comparationc , quz iamfa?pc dic^la funt nobis',prin/ 
dpia ucro in quatuor gcncra fccantur,matcriam,formam,priuationc, 
uim moucntcm,neqj uerocadcm funt omnium rcrum,fcd fua propria 
cuiufc^^ut in animalibus,cxcmpli caufa,forma cft bona uaIctuao,mor/ 
bus priuatio,matcria corpus, fcicntia mcdicinac res cfficicnsJn xdifi/ 
disfundcm ordinem habent ccrta domus dcfcripno,ci contrariacon/ 
fu(io,Iatcrcs,a:dificandi ratio*Et nomen qnidcs principii iftharc omnia 
comprehcndit» lamuero (ingular rcs a fimilibus efficiuntur,ut fupra 
difputatum cft,in naturalibus enim hominem generat homo, in ar/ 
tificiofis itcm forma,quaeanimo,acmcntcopinciscomprchenfa cft, 
formam fui fimilem cffingit,cx quo fcquitur,forma5 c^Tc cffigic quan/ 
dam,&fimulachrum cfficicntiscaufz^&prindpiatum in quatuor gc/ 
neradilataripoffcjtumin tria coar<flari , id'qj cxco,quddforma,& uis 
efficicndi numero difridcant,fpccicconiungantur,conftat cnim mcdi/ 
dnx fdcntiam quodamodo ualetudine5eftc,itcm'c^ ardificandi ratione 
aedjum formam,& in iis,quz natura gignutur,fcmcn hominis quoda/ 
modo cft homo*Quid uero fi falfumfit,cfre<51acumcfficicntibusfimi/ 
litudincm habcrc,corum'9 innagincm^ac fpcciemgcrerefquar cnim fi/ 
militudo fcrraf apparct in fc<ftionc,quam efficit illafan fcrrainftrumc/ 
tum cftkaufa ucro cfficicns cft ipfumcxcmplar lcdionis,q<f in animo, 
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afque in mence mAcis inipre(rum furret i Itaque ut ueHtas efus (cn? 
tcinix confiftar , qoa; profitctur , c fimilibus omnia gigni ^ atquc fingi, 
excludcnda funt ab ea indrumencaomnia caufarum, item fortuna,6f 
cafus , ncque omncs quidcmcaufe cfficientes retincnd2,fed propiores 
tantum,& quibus aliqua cum rcbus cffe(flis uicinitascft,Ionginquitas 
enim diflimilitudincm fcmper affert.Nos autem dc gcncrc cau(arum 
mouentium adhuc locuti fumus ,qu*E effcftis propinqua!,& finiama: 
funtjfcd reliqua eftnobis illa caufa exccllentiffima,& fcmpitema,qua! 

cunda natura corporca longiffimeabeft,qua:'qucomniu caufarum 
principatumobtinet,atquc uniucrfitatem rerum uifua falutari,acpRe/ 
potcnrimouct,acgubcrnat,de quanobisharcomnis difpucatiofufce/ 
ptaeft.Vidcmur quidcm fatis oftcndiffe,principiadeccmfummorum 
gcncrum cadcmcffe proportionc,nuncalia uia ingredicndumeft,uc 
doceamus,a primo rcrum genere quafi a fontcomniamanarc,&qui/ 
bus cx initiis fubftantia: nafcantur,ex ciidcm C2tcra,qu*ex illa apta 
funr,quodamodo progigni.Etcnim cum rcrum alix fint fcparabilcs, 
&qua»fuis fcfc uiribus mftineant,ali2ncqucfcparari,ncc^uifuanuIlo 
adiuuantc niti qucant,pcrfpicuum cft,priore gcncre fubftantiascon/ 
tincri , pofteriore uniucrfam naturam accidcntium , affciflioncs cnim, 
motus'que,et citcra eius gcncris fubftantiarum adminiculum rcqui/ 
runt,& nifiadcarum naturas annitantur ,in nihilumcontinuo in/ 
tcrcant • Vt igitur cx fuis initiis fubftanti2E,ita ex ipfis fubftantiis ac/ 
cidcntia funt apta,quibus pofitiscoftcitur,accidcntiaqudd fint,qudd 
effc dicanrur, qudd in rerum natura incolumia, ac falua confcrucn/ 
tur, id omnc a fubihntiteprincipiis habcre. Quid ucro fi non omncs 
fubftantia? ab accidciitibus fcparabilcs fintfqui cnim accidcrc potcft, 
ut qua: concrctse ,atquc tradabilcs funt , ea: incolumitatem , ac falu/ 
rcm rctineant , nifi accidentium natura prsftd fit, quac matcriam in 
offifio contineat , illam'que aptam , atque habilmi conferuet ad 
formas carum fuftinendas , ac tuendasfnum igitur folitarix , ac fiy 
crctas funt ilhe tantum , qux non oculis , fed intclligcntia, atqueani/ 
mo ccrnunturfScd ad propofitumreuertamur»Oftendimus,fubftan/ 
tiam effe principium rcliquorum generum,nunc rogetaliquis,a qui/ 
bus ipfa initiis fluat.Num igitur ab anima,& corporefan potius a cor/ 
pore^mence,appecitione?Nimirum cum fubftancia bipartita fit,&: 
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unum gcnus animanrcs, altcrum naturas inanimatas, atqj mutas com/ 
prchcnclat,ratio poflulareuidctur, utcius principiaponamusprimuj 
animata,nc rcs animalcs ab inanimis cfficiantur , dcindc immortalia, 
ac fcmpitcriia, qualiscft globorum coelcltium natura, quam Anfto/ 
tdcs animatam putat» Quae fi uera funt , corpora illa fan^^la cobibcnt 
ipfaquidcm in fcfc mcntcm, atquc intclligcntiam,cam'9 uim,quam 
Ariftotclcs oftfi» , nos appctitioncm appcllamus , caztcras ucro partcs 
animx ncquc habcnt^ncc^ dcfidcrant, quippc qua: ad falutcm,& con/ 
fcruationcm corporum fragilium,&caducorum a natura fint confti/ 
tutJE . Ea rc faftum cll, utcumdiccrcmus,initia fubftantia^cfTc anima, 
atquc corpuSjContinuo quafi nofmctipfos corrigcntcs addcrcmus,ca 
potius cflc mcntcm,appctitioncm,corpus,ncqucm uidclicet ca ucrba 
in illumcrrorcm induccrcnt,ut audicns,animamcflcprincipiu,cxifti/ 
marctjOmncs animx partcsin globis ccelcftibus collocatas cflc* Veruj 
quod fupradifputabamus,a principiis,qua:cflcnreademproportio/ 
nc , dcccm fumma gcncra proficifci, id aliam ingrefli uiam, arq? aliis 
ufi argumcntis confirmarc poflumus , ciufmodi enim principia funt 
aflus , & facultas , qux omnia quidem comprchcndunt , fcd ita , u t di/ 
ucrfafint,&alia cuiufqucgcncris,atqucalio modo,ncquc enimauc 
una cft ratio cuiufquc a(5lus,& facultatis , ut paulopoft uidcbimus, 
aut idem adus cxempli caufa,cadem'quc facultas cft principium fub/ 
ftanti3e,& qualitatis» Hxc autcm duo cfl*c initia rerum omnium , id 
cuidenti argumcnto cflc potcft,quod unaqua-qj resmodo a6lu,modo 
facultatc cft,ut uinum,caro,homo« Vcrum nequis hac orationcin* 
du6luscxiftimct,principia rcrum cflc pluraquatuor , fi iis,qua: fupra 
enumerauimus,acceflcrint adus , & facultas ,attendcndu cft,ha?c duo 
ad materiam, formam,priuationcm,& uimmouentem commode,atcp 
appofitc rcfcrri , ac rcuocari poflc , forma cnim fi fcparabilis a matcria 
fit,aftus planc cft, item'quc id , quod cx utraquc natura confiftit • 
Quin ctia priuario cft quodamodo rudis aftus,& inchoatus,ut tenc/ 
brx,&quia?gra uaIctudincfunt»Materies aut facultaseft,quippc qua: 
habilitatem habcat ad formam accipicndam , fimilitcr atc^ ad priua/ 
rioncm. A pparer igitur,qua: principia fcx uidcbantur ,ca plura qua/ 
tuor noneflc.Proindc aux ncquc matcria,nequcfomia intcr fccon/ 
fimili funtjca nimirum tacultatc paritcr , atquc adlu diffcrrc confue/ 
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niiit, quod cxcmpli appofitionc pcrfpicuum , ac planum (ict,cbhftaf 
cnim,matcriam hominis cfTc igncm , & rdiqua clcmenta ,formam,ani/ 
mam ipram,fau(am ucro,qu:E cfficientcr antccedit,bipartitamc(rc,uc 
altcra propinqua , & finitima fic , qualis cft patcr , altcra fit longinqua, 
& procul remoca^cuiufmodicft: fol,& fignifer orbis ^hsec igitur duo, 
uc nihil in fcfc cohibcnt affinc,aucfimilc maccria;,ac fomi2,& priua/ 
tionis,cxquibus homo conftac,ita facultatcmnafla funt,atc^ aftum 
longc difparcm , plurimum'q? diftantcm. Illud pnetcrca fcircopor/ 
tctjCum alix caufe communcs fint,aliiefinguIorum propri2,ucra ini/ 
tia rcrumad fccundum genus rcuocanda efl"c,ut finguli a6lus, fingu/ 
Lequc matcriz fint caulx principalcs • Primum cnim rcs fingulae , ac 
indiuidux tamctfi rationc , ac intclligentia poftcriorcs func naturis 
communibus,ac uniucrfis , rc ipfa tamcn antcgrcdiuntur , ut ab illis 
oriri non queant» Dcindc fallitur maximc , fiquis putat communcm 
aliquam formam extra animum,ac mcntis informationcmconfifterc, 
poftrcmo fic a naruris communibus communia cffici pareft,ut afin/ 
gularibus fingularia ficri uidcmus,Socratcm cnim gcncrat Sophroni/ 
rcus,&Phinarcta,& Achillcs Pelei fatu , Thctidisqj conccprucdi/ 
tus dl ,atc6munis homo nullus cxiftit,nullam igitur formamcom/ 
muncm, hominis cfFc^lriccm in rcrum natura cftc , pcrfpicuum cft» 
Homincm tamcn dicimus ab hominc procrcari ob cam rcn-i , quod 
tu ,ac patcr tuus homincs fitis , fimiliter atquc ftatuam a fi(5torc di/ 
cimus ficri, proptcrca quodPhidias louem Olympium,aut Mincr/ 
uam fingat.Qudd autcm accidcrc diccbamus principiis dcccm fum/ 
morum gcncru,ut intcr fc nacura diflidcrcnt,tamecfi inccrccdete pro/ 
porcionc,quaf magna rcrumconciliacrix cft,fociccacc coniungcrccur, 
idipfumfcircoportccincifdegcncribus cucnircfingillatim,uc in quoq? 
alisrcrum aliarum finc caufic,acqj clcmenta,nam,ucrbi gratia,in pri/ 
mo diucrfis c principiis cfficiunturhomincs ,atquccqui ♦ Sunc cciam 
aiu[xy qux fpccic fcfc attingant , numcro diftinguantur , numcro.n» 
alia cft tua matcria , atquc mca, itcm forma,ac uis moucns, hxc ca/ 
mcn omnia proporcio, ac uniucrfa racio camardc conciliacinccr fcfc, 
utnonmodo fociccaccmcoirc,fcd cciam cadcm pcnc ficriuidcantur# 
Vtigitur huius difputationis fummam brcui colligamus,fiquisro/ 
gct,cadcm rcrum principia finc , ncc nc , rcfpondcndum crit , illum 
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cadaii omniumrcpcrturum ,fi rationcmcaufarumuniucrfam animo 
comtcmplctur,finautcm fingula initia rcrum pcrfcqui malit , multi/ 
pliccs planc , uarias qj matcrias,ac foimas,& priuationcs cius animo 
fcfc oblaturas cflc . Dicendum cfl: ctiam , initia cundla proportionc 
intcr fc apta , colligata 9 cflc , cadcm 9 cxiftcre quodammodo , pro/ 
.pterca qudd cxcmpli caufa fubftantiz formaad ipfam fubftantiam 
habct candem comparationem,quam habct qualitatis formacusfua 
qualitatc,quod idem dc matcria , & rcliquis principiis omnino fcn/ 
licndumcfl.Quid uerof quddfublato primo gcncrc fummo noucm 
reliqua rolluntur i ut minimc cun^iandum fit profitcri ,initia fubflatix 
quafi fontcs aliquos pcrenncs,ac rcdundantcs cflc , unde omnia orian/ 
lur ,acfluant,qu2cun9 natura rcrum capit,& continet. Ex quo fa/ 
ctum cft , ut non modo Ariftotelcs uir iudicio , arquc ingenio diuino, 
fed ctiam fupcriores philofophi arbitrarcntur,fi ad primas caufasfub/ 
ftantiarum indagando pcruenircnt , fc primordia omniu rcrum inuc/ 
ftigauiflc»Iam ucro ctiam caufz rcrum efficicntcs , qua: propiorcs cf/ 
fedis ydC cum iis pcne continuatx funt,ac coh2:rcntcs,omnes inter fefc 
comparari folent , & quafi cidem proportionis caufa iudicari. In pri/ 
mis ucro contraria , & aducrfa in natura rcrum caducarumnomefibi 
principiorum uendicarunt,formam dico,& priuatione,quibusplanc 
fubiicienda cft matcria , in cuius gremio illa uicifllm conquicfcant * 
Ea ucro ncquc gcncre funt cadcm , ncquc cx toto difljmilia , aut di/ 
ucrfa,fcdinter utrunq;cxtrcmum intcricdamcdiumqucndamlocum 
obtincnt,atcp intcr fc ca,quam farpc ufurpauimus,proportionccon/ 
dliantc copulantur ♦ Qh* principia rcrum corporcarum,&quor nu/ 
mcro cflrcnt,& quo pa6io tumcadcm,tum diucrfaforcnt,fatis cftdi/ 
^um nobis ,quamobrcm harum rcrum difputatio hunc habeat finc, 
iam cnim maiora nos uocant,iam acics ingcnii cft acrius intcndcnda, 
& dimifla omni concrctionc mortali , & quicquid in ccrncndi,aut tan/ 
gcndi fenfum cadit , ad ca , qux uix animo,& rationc , aliqua ex partc 
comprchcndi poflunt , fumma cum reucrcntia, & caftimonia accedcn/ 
dum cft,dc quc Dco ,ac csetcris mcntibus fingularibus , ac fempitcr/ 
nis oratio cft fufcipicnda. Qudd fi poctx rcgum mortalium bella fcri/ 
pturi ApolIinem,& Mufasinuocarc confueucrunt,qu2 fuis orfisfuc/ 
ccfliis profpcros dcnt,quantomagis nobis facicndum cft,utdc inv 



iViortali rcgum rcgc fcrrnoncm habituri cius ipfius auxilfurflpic Jad 
fuppliciter implorcmus ? Adfis igitur d Diuum,atc^ hominum Pa/ 
tcr,& uniucrfaf natura: fandc procrcator • Tu ccrte homini naturam' 
compofcm rationis,ac cogitationis ca rc impcrtifti,ut tuz immcnfa; 
potclbtis,atquc fapicntia:,acbonitatis fimulachrum in tcrris cxiftc/ 
m, ut que cum ca-tcrx animantcs ucntri ,pabuIo'quc fcruircnt,illcin 
tui numinis maicftatc fufpicicnda , 6C pra^dicanda omncm fuam uo/ 
luptatcm,omncm opcram ,mcntcm dcniquc omnemcoI!ocarct,tc*quc 
pic coIcndo,& aftiduc conteplando fummum bonumconfcqueretur. 
Da igiturpatcr,utquando ncmo mortalis prsftantiflima tuamfapie/ 
tinm,acbonitate ncqj diccndo^ncc^ cogitandoaffequi potcft,da faltes, 
ut nihil dc tc abfurdu3,nihiItuocuItu alicnum,autimpiilmcdifcmur, 
aut loquamur,nos'qj ab omnibusuitiis,& maculis intcgros,caftos'c^ 
conferuajUt in humanis corporibus uitamcoelcfte imitati,& tandcm 
mcmbrorum uinculis relaxati in concilium mentium bcatarum,& in 
fcdem illam tuam, ac jEtcrnam domum pcruolemus , ubi pcrfcdam 
auguftiffimi numinis rui fcientiam confequamur» Principio fubftan/ 
tia tripartito diftribuitur tum in corporamobilia,&caduca,tumin ca, 
quse in motu quidem funt ,ucrum continenti,ac fcmpitcrno» Tcrtius 
gcnus cft carum fubftantiarum,qua: (unt omnis motionis cxpcrtes, 
& ob cam caulam naturalcs appcllarinon poftunt.Dchoc genercde/ 
inceps oratio nobis eft habcnda ♦ Neceftc cil igitur fubftantiam ali/ 
quam perpetuam,atqiic immobilcm cxiftcrc,ut cnim lupracxplica/ 
tum fuir,lubftantict reliqua omnia rcrum gcncra antcccdunt , fubla/ 
tis autcmprimis,ca,qucECX ipfis apta confiftunt , paritcr concidanc 
oportct » Quocirca fi nullius fubftantia: uita pcrennis cxiftat , ac fcm/ 
pitcrna,fcd omncs mortali fint condirionc,uniucrfa,atc|jomniapro/ 
rcdo funtcaduca,& curriculum uiuendi na<fta,quodccrta tcmpop^ 
circunfcriptio metiarur* At fieri non potcft,ut motushabcat ortum, 
aut occafum,(empcrcnim fuit,ncc^ itcm tcmporisullumprincipium 
cftcpotcftjaut cxtremum,nullius cnim rei gencratio,aut intcritus finc 
prioris,& poftcrioris notionccomprchcndi poteft,itaqucfitcmpus 
natiuumfit,antca non crat,poftcacxtitit,contrafimortaIecft,poft 
hon crit,cum prius cxtitiftct» Atqui ncquc prius,nequc poftcrius finc 
remporcconftarc polTunt, nihii cnim aliud eft tcmpus,quammcnfura 
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|>ri6ris/&poftcrioris m motu ♦ Itaqiicfi tcmpiis bri7ur ,taTjpus crac 
aliquod,cumnuIlum tcmpus cfTct,/! ocddir,tcmpus critnonullum, 
cumiam nullum tcmpus fucritjqua-quidcm in cogicationcm fi cadcrc 
non pofTuntjtcmpus ccrrcnullo ci\ gencratumortu,nullo'9mortis 
fato pcrimctur Jam ucro tcmpus autmotuscft,utnon minutiquidaj 
pbjlofophi putauerunt , aut ccrte mcnfura ipfius , ut planum fccic 
Ariftotclcs in fcicntia rcrum naturalium , proindc cum rcsaltcra di/ 
ftrahi non poflitab altcra,ncccflritas cogit,ucl ncutracfTc pcrpctuam, 
oel utranc^^motus igitur pcrcnniscft,ac rcmpitcrnus,non tamcn ois, 
fcd is,qui ad locum pertinct,atque ex co genere fola globorum in fc 
pcr fua ucftigia replicata couerfio,quibus dc rcbus copiolc difputa/ 
tnmcft in phyficis* H.«c A riftotcles ♦ Scd authoritasgrauiflima rcli/ 
gionis,& litcraefancf}^ mundumcfTc natiuu,&ab infinicabonitate.Dci 
cx nihilo creatum furiTejcIariftima uoccprofitcntur,quarum tcftimo/ 
niofidcm non habcrc,ncfas profc(fto ,atquc impium duco,tamctfi ncqj 
argumcntis, nccp rationibus ullis carum fcrmo cofirmarctur,quo qui/ 
dcmdc gcncrc uniucrfo planc facicndumuidctur, utpauca femd cx/ 
ponamus, adnimaduerti cnim cos homincs , qui fcfc ad ftudia litcra/ 
nim, & Iibros Icgcdos dedifTcnt^in tria potiftimumgencradiftra(5los 
cffc, nonnulli cnim cum in libris Ariftotclis pauca quxdam rcpcri/ 
Knr,quz afan<^itacc rcligionis abhorrcrcnt, philofophiam quafi ccr/ 
tam animorum pcftcm cx focictatc hominum cxtcmiinandam,atquc 
illiaquam ,& igncm intcrdiccnda putaucrunt.Hoc hominum gcnuy 
accrrimc rcprchcndit uir fandiftimus GrcgoriusNazianzcnus,cos'(^ 
appcllat tTKfltKHxr, j^ctifVuTouf , idcfttudcs, & impcritos,atquc illos 
cficitomncs fui fimilcs cftc cupcrc, quo in multitudinc minus fua ap/ 
parcat inlcitia . Nonnulli contra,diuinum A riftotclis ingenium , & 
nbcrrimam cundlarum rcrumfcicnriam ufqucco funt admirati,atquc 
ampIcxatijUt nihilncquc ucrum, ncquc probabilc iudicarcnt,quod 
ab cius infticutionibus , & difciplina difcrcpafTetjdum^quc fapientiam 
liumanamdiuinxantcponunt,adcam infipicntiam pcrducfti fucrunt, 
Mt rcligioncm fuperfhtioncm , liccras fanftas fabulas anilcs cxiftima/ 
ifnt» Quinctiam rcpcriuntur homincs adcoftulti,& arrogantcs , ut 
cum uix primis,ut dicitur , labris guftarint philofophiam, fcfc rcli/ 
^onis hoftcs proficeantur , quo uiri fapicntes , &ucri ,acgcrmani 



Pcripatctici cxiftimcntur.Tcmumgcnus intcrmcdium,a^quafi tcm/ 
pcratumcfl: corum hominum , qui ad pcrcipicndam Ariftotdis do/ 
dlrinam clcgantiflfimum^ac falucarc iudiaum adhibentcs , pauca illa, 
quz rcligioni aducrfabantur, prudentiflimc repudiarunt,& innumc/ 
rabilia fcre ,qu2 ad ufum uita: nccc(raria,& adagnitionem animi pul/ 
chcrrimaciTc uidebant, non minus fapicnter approbarunt, acrctinuc/ 
runtj&cumphilofophiz (ludium cumlitcris fan(^lis coniunxiflcnr, 
incredibiles utilitatcs,&maximu dccus rcligioni fant^a: attuIcruntJn 
hoc gcncrc apud Grxcos in primis florucre Bafilius magnus , & duo 
Grcgorii,Nyflenus altcr,alter Nazianzenus, apud Latinos multi qui/ 
dcm,rcd antcomnesfmc uIIacontroucrfiaThomas Aquinas uirfan/ 
^itatc morum,& literarum gloria przftantiflimus,qui profc^to' ,fi 
difciplinam Anftotelis contanpfifl^et , pulchcrrima illa monimeta no/ 
bisnon rcliquiflx:t,qu2 tcndcntibus ad cognitioncm fapientia: fplcn/ 
didiflimumlumcn prcefcrunt, atc^ in facraria rcrum diuinarum abdi/ 
ta, 6^ pcnctralia tuto,ac facili itinereperducunt.Horumueftigiisin/ 
grcfli funt xtate noflra duo clariflima lumina Italia: loanncs Picus 
philofophus excellentiflimus , atque ingcnio , & litcrarum uarietatc 
cumomni fcre antiquitatccomparandus GafparConrarcnus,qui 
hodic maximc florct ,homo pcrfc(ftus , & politiflimus omnibus ma/ 
ximarum artium difciplini?,quibus tantum dccus religionis , & rcli/ 
quarum omnium laudum cum fumma uniucrfz Italix admirationc 
coniungit , ut cum in co uiro pr^ftantiflima do(ftrina cum fan(flitatc 
fingulari contcndat , utri palma fit dcfcrcnda,n6 facile diiudicari poD 
(ir^quarum uirtuiu amorc inccnfus P AVLVS. IIL Pont.Max.ui/ 
rum clanflimum nupcr in fummoru5 antiftitum collcgiu cooptauit, 
cariflimum^ , & amore coniunaiflimum habct,cx quo pcrfpicuum 
cfl^c potcft,principcs do(fli, &intelligcntcsquid pra^ft-cntprincipibus 
idiotis , & imperitis.Horum cgo fummorum uirorum imitationc co/ 
tcntus difciplinam Ariftotclis mirabilitcr amplc(^ior , fcd ubi pamm 
illi cum thcologia noftra conucnit,philofophiam dcfcro , rcligioncm 
fequor , & immortali Deo gratias immortales ago , qui earum rcrum, 
qux intclligcntiai a fcnfibus profc(^be uim cffugicbant, cognitioncm 
ipfc nobis fua bcnignitatc impcrtiucrit.Proindc fi(quid ufquam in his 
difputationibus non ita puw, auc rcligiofum uidcatur uicidcrc,nc/ 
* - * mincm 
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niutjcm ceirtcfiifpicari uclim,ita nos fcnClTcjfcd Ariflotclis fcntcntiam 
cnodarc uoIuiflc,cuius librum interprctandum fufcepiflrcmus ob mul/ 
las admirabilcs , & maximc frudluofas quzftiones , qua! in co doftiC' 
fimc,atquc acutifllmc cxplicantur ,qua quidcmin rc nos fccutos cflTc 
cxcmplum uiri fandHfllimiThomae Aquinatis,profc(^ld nunquapoe/ 
nitcbit. Ncquctamcn ca conclufio ,quam philofophusalFcrtad^tcr/ 
nitatcm mundi confirmandam , tam cxplorata uidcri potcQ^,ut ncquc 
rcdargui,ncquc confutari qucat,non cnim quitcmporis aliquod tum 
principium,tum cxtremumcfl^c dicit,naturam prioris , & poftcrioris 
rcipfa introducit,fcdcam tantu cogitationcdcpingit.Etcnimut ifthxc 
duo uocabula tcmpus fonareuidcntur,itanulIaaIia huic ucrbocxtra 
fubicda notio cfl: nifi Iocoru,num igitur cum dicimus,cxtra ccelum 
nullumcflc corpus,cogimur,IocumaIiquem cxtra mundi terminos 
poncrc ucrum,atqiic cxprcflum,ac non potius animo fidhim , atquc 
adumbratumfNcquc ucro non fcio ,quid folcant Pcripatctici ad hacc 
rcfpondcrc , fed longa cfl difputatio , nosquc iam nimium fjcpc ab ca 
brcuitatc difcedimus,quam nobis propofucramus , 6C rcligio noflra 
fatis diuinitatc fua munita cft , cuius tanta cfl authoritasapud homi/ 
nes fanos,ac pios,ut argumcnra , & omnesrationcs philofophorum 
cius grauitate pr2pondercntur,nuIla'q} alia nota,& regula tam ccrta 
rcpcriri poflfit, qua ucrum a falfo intcmofcatur* Cstcrum theologi 
funt, qui fublata motus stcrnitatc,camen nihilominus ncccfl^ario dc/ 
monftrari poflcaflcuerant,fubflariam cflcaliquam &primam,& fcm/ 
pitcmam, &omni materia uacantcm»fi cnimmundus, aiunt,cft ali/ 
quo gcncratus ortu ,aliqua ccrtcnatura antcceflfit, quz illum molirc/ 
tur , & procrcarct , qux fi natiua fit , & ipfa gencratorcm fuum habcat, 
ccccflccfl:,ntcp ita aut fcrics infinita caufajicontinuanda erit,aut adali/ 
quam fubftantiam uenicndum , quse prima ,atqucxtcrna ,& ab omni 
facultatc uacua cxiftat , & ob cam caufamomni quoquc concrctionc 
Iibcra fit, & fimplcx ♦ Hxc thcoIogi,fcd phyficis magna cftcum illis 
hac dc rc turba , atquc rixa , qux dimittenda cft , ut aliquando ad cx/ 
plicandam fcotcnria Anftotclis rcucrtamur.Tt tcmitasmotusaditum 
nobis dcdit ad inucftigandamperpctuitatcm fubftantix,idcm,cuiuG' 
modi illa fit,aliquaex partcnos doccbit,fi cnim fcmpitcrnus cft,nul/ 
laquc uctuftatclabcfadatuijncquc ad fcnedutcm,intcritum*9 conV 



pcllitur ^ncccfTario aliqua cxiftit natura,qua: illum fcmpcr,atquccon; 
tincntcr cict , hanc igitur non fatis cft moucncli,ac cfficicndi habcrc po/ 
tcftatcm ,acciderc enim folct , ut qus facultatem aliquam habcnt,ca 
non fcmpcr utantur.Hxc fanc Plato fi cum animofuo diligcntiusco/ 
gitafTctJiquido uidiflfct^fpccics illasfuas commcnritium quiddam,' 
atquc inanc c(Tc, quo cnim fubftantiae illa:,quamuis fcmpitcrnx,fi nul/ 
lam uim mutandi habcnt f at quam habcrc poflTunt, cum natura: finc 
communes,atquc uniucrGEfquidfornii \\\x mathcmaricx Pythago/ 
rcorum ? non ne funt codcm in errato , quo ca , quz a Platonc fingun/ 
rur f Valcant igitur & h4?c,&illa, quando motum cxtingui ncccfii 
cft ,nifi aliqua fubftantia fit illumcfficicns, & globum coeliaetcrnauo 
lubilitate conucrfans.Nequc tamen admotus immortalitatcmhoc fa/ 
tis cflputandum,fcd ab ciuscaufa facultas omnis procul amandanda 
crt ,quo illa fit aftus finiplex, & planc intcger , atquc fynccrus,nam 
fiquid facultatis in cius fubftantia infit,fincdubitationc illam mor/ 
talitas confequetur , quicquid cnim potcftatccft,potcft: non cflTc^ai 
deIcturadcxtremum,atqucnoncxirtit,quando nulla facultas cft, 
qua! non erumpat aliquando in a<flum , nihil cnim in rcrum uniucr/ 
fitate caffum ,aut inanc clKEt quoniammatcriafacultatcm rebusad/ 
iungit , qux fubilantiae facultatis omniscxpcrtcsfunt , cas cfrcoportcc 
mentcsfimplices , & uniufinodi ,immobiIes'(p nulla matcria adiunfta, 
alioqui quomodo fempitcrna? cruntf at cflTc talcs,neccflfccft,fimotus, 
6C tcmpus nullis terminiscircunfcribuntur^led imcnlumuitz Itadium 
currunt.Itaquc pofita a:tcrnitatemotusneceflfariodcmon(lramus,aIi/ 
quam fubflantiam immortalem , ac fcmpitcrnam cflfcjqux motioncm 
contincntcm , ac pcrpctuam cieat , qua: cp fit a(5tus merus , & fimplcx, 
& ob cam caufam ab omni matcrijc,ac potcftatis admiftionc uacua, 
atqj pura. Sequitur itcm , Platonis ideas inancs cflfcjac fupcruacancas, 
qua» nullam cfficientiam in fcfccohibcPnt,ncquc ad continuandum,& 
perpctuandum motus curfum aliquid naucnt,aut laborcnt.Scd mi/ 
rabilc accidatalicui,fiprincipiumrcrum omnium fit a(5lus,qui tamcn 
a' facultatc uidcaturantciri,ncquc cnim ifla rcciprocantur ,ut qucnv 
admodum cfficicntcm^ncccflc cft^poflTcjita rctrorfum uiciffim , qui 
poflTic , fcmpcr cfficiat , cx quo fanc fit , ut facultas a<5lum antcccdcrc ui/ 
dcatur,non alitcr , quam animal prius hominc dicimus cx co,qu6cl 
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omnis homo cfl: animal,non autcm omnc animalcfl: homo. hUc (i 
ucra funt,aut primum rcrumprincipium non cfl:adus,autipfiuscfl: 
aliqua origo,cx faculcatc cnim procrcabutur uniucrfa.Scd quidhoc 
cfl^c potcft abfurdius fufu cnim ucnit, ut rcs cxiftcrc illx quidcm poD 
fint,nccdum tamcn cxiflant,quddfiprima! fubftantixnon fint,nihil 
profcdd rcrum caetcrarum crit,qua: cx ipfis manant.Quaobrcmnccp 
uctcrrimi illi poctaf,quithcoIoginumcrabantur,func audicndi, qui 
ad gcncrationanmundi nullamuim moucntcm adhibuerunt,fcdno/ 
ftem rcrum omnium parcntem cflc mcmorarunt,fiuc illi matcria:,fiuc 
nihilo pcr quandam ngnificationem nomcnnodis tribucrcnt,ncquc 
rurfus probabile quicquamdicuntphyfid,quorumcft opinio,uni/ 
ucrfa,atqucomnia a prmcipio in unam rudcm molcm,atquc infor/ 
mcm confufa fuiflfc, quod grxcc dicitur x<«; , & facultatcm omni 
2&\i antiquiorcm cxtitiflTc ♦ Atqui uiderc potcrant, nequcccmcnta, 
ncquc ligna nullo fabro adhibito , aut architcdo a?dificationcm ali/ 
quam moliri,ncquc fcEminam fui fcminis maccria contentam cflc ad 
fcetus procrcandos , tcrram itcm parturirc , arborcs'qj , ac ftirpcs pro/ 
gigncrc, uarias quc fundcrc frugcs, ac fru(^lus , cum grana,atque fc/ 
minaconccpiflct. Hxc igitur flagitia quidamut uitarcnt,adus stcr/ 
nitatcm approbarunt,in quibus cft Lcuappus,&: PIato,qui aflTcuc/ 
rant,motum fcmpcr cxtitiflc, altcr cnim in Tim«o narrat,Dcum,po/ 
ftcaquam fuapneccllcntibonitatc addu(^lus mundumgigncrc confti/ 
tuiflct , matcriam fibi afliimpfiflc flu(ftuantcm,fc'quc immodcratc ia/ 
aanrcm,quam clegantiflimc digcflcrit,& ad cam,quam cernimus,a: 
admiramur,fpccicm,ac dcfcriptionc5 pcrduxcrit. Altcr immcnfa qu«/ 
dam, atqux infinita rcgionum fpatia dcpingit,pcr qus innumcrabi/ 
Ics atomos ad infinitumtcmpusuolitantcs facit,quarumfortuitacon/ 
crctione innumcrabilcs mundicxiftant,qui fingulis temporum mo/ 
mcntis alii oriantur,abi cadant. Scd grauitcr pcccant Lcucippus , 6C 
Plato,qui nc ucrbum quidemdc iis,qu2totam motus quzftionecon/ 
tincnt ,quinam illc fit, multa cnim lunt gcncra,aut quamobrcm cxi/ 
ftat,cur itcm quzdam hoc,qua:damiIIomotucicatur,nihiI cnimpro/ 

fc(5lo'iudicandumcft tcmcrcdcri,fedfuacuic^caufafempercftprxfto\ 
itaque lapis dirc(^d in infcriorcm locum natura fcrtur ,cxterna ui,&; 
pulfu in fupcriorcm , at igncm contra uis ad taram trahit , natura in 



fublime uehit»Quid mens?non'nc hominumcorpora uaric modcra/ 
tur,ut modo furfum^modo dcorfum illa fcrantur , nunc antcucrfus, 
alias rctro f hanc candcm uim obtinct in aliis animantibus ca uis ani/ 
m«,quam Gra^d 4>avTWctr uocant , qudd tanquam in tabula , fic in ea 
fpccics , 8C imagincs rcrum fcnfibus hauftar infculpantur,undc mcmo/ 
ria oritur,& maximx utilitatcs ad dcgcndam , & tucndam uitam con/ 
fcquuntur»Diccndum ctiamillis crat,cuiu{modicflet primus motus, 
magni cnim intcrcft,natura'nc,an uis illumcfficiat.Sed quanquas dc 
tanta rc nos cselatos cflc uoIucrunt,faciIc tamen fpontcnollra inucfti/ 
garc poflumus^quid illis placerct,cum enim antcorigincmrcrum,& 
molitioncm mundimotioncmiIIamturbulcntam,atqj immodcratam 
introducunt,qui pofTint^aut fibi , aut altcri probarc,ilIam naturalcm 
cfTefat ciuid excogitari potcft abfurdius , quamquimotus contrana/ 
turam nt,ut is motum naturalcm antcccdat ? Ncquc ucro Platonem 
tucri potcft anima illa mundi,quam feipfam agitarc dicit, 6^ reliquis 
cflc principium moucndi , hxc cnim una cum cgeIo nata cft , ut agita/ 
tioncmillam inordinatamcxcitarc non potucrit, qux naturam rcrum 
uniucrfam antcgreffa eft.Quid igitur dc a(5lu,& facultatc fentiendum 
cftfccquid utracp rcm altcra tum priorcm cfTc^tum pofteriorcmflciJiccc 
in fingulis naturis rerum oricntium , atq^ cadentiu^ facultas anteit,fub/ 
fcquituracftus ,fcdquoniamcxfacuItatc nihiladadumadduci potcft 
nifi pcra6lumaliqucmcxtemu,rurfus ncccfrceft^illam fubfequi,hunc 
anteirc,forma cnim Sophronifci prior eft Socratis facuItate^Sed in li/ 
bro nono huiusoperis fatis copiofc cxplicatum eft , quomodo a(fhis 
tcmporc ,dcfinitione,natura, pcrfedionefacultatemantcccdat» Hanc 
noftram fcntentiaueram cftc,confirmat Anaxagoras,quimentc rebus 
omnibus antiquioremfacit,cftenim mensa6lus,itcmEmpcdocIcs,qui 
loco mentis paccm,& difcordiamponit,confirmant deniquc omncs, 
quicunqjmotum pcrennemcnc,ac (cmpiternum aflcucrant,ut Lcu/ 
cippus , & PIato,itaquc in maximo crrorc ucrfatur opinio eorum,qui 
no<5^c5,aut informcillud chaos iadantinnumcrabilia fccula antc a(ftu, 
& motum cxtitifl^c,uiciflitudoenim gcncrationis,& intcritus fcmper 
fuit, &ad immenfafcculorum fpatia propagabitur ucl co modo,quo 
fcribit Empedoclcs in fuopocmatc diccns,aIiquandopaccm uniucrfi/ 
tatis impcrium obtincrC) illam'9 tam ardam intcr demcnta omnia nc/ 
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ccflitudincrn conglutinarc, ut infcra fupcris pcrmi(ccantur,atquc uni/ 
ucrfaintcr fcfc inacclibilitcmcritatcc6fundantur,undepcrnicies,& in/ 
tcritus naturzconfcquatur^quilongointcruallo ad uitam rciiocctur, 
& uigcat,cum difrordia fuam aducrfaria dc impcrio dcturbarit,&clc/ 
mcnta intcr fc alicnatafua quodqidomicilia rcpctiucrint,ita antiquuj 
coeli ornatum rcuiuifccre,&igncm,&maria,atquc acrcm^tcrras^ itc/ 
rum florcrc^Aut igitur hocmodo altcmus rcrum ortum,atcjj obitum 
pcrpetuarincccfrccft ,aut,quod probabiliiis uidctur,uniucrfa natura 
quatuor corporum primorum ipfaquidcmincoIumis,atqucinuioIa/ 
ta pcrmanct,cius ucro particulz uicifTim oriuntur,& cadunt,dum quc 
pcrpctuo cun^la furfum,ac dcorfum commcant, rcrum gcncratio 
intcritus circuitu^ conficir,&qua(i orbcm qucndam,cx tcrra cnimhu/ 
mor,cx humorcnafcitur acr,cx acrc ignis^&dcorfnjucrfusexigncacr, 
cxacrcoriturhumor,cxhumorctcrra ultima,arqj cadcmccrtc ratiocft 
corum,quaccx iisquatuornaturisconftant,codcm'q^ illacurfu,&con/ 
ucrfionc circum fcfc torqucntur, dum cx homincfit femcn ,cx fcminc 
homo.Nulla rcsitac^ in nihilum intcrit,nulla non rcuiuifcir,& uni/ 
ucrfx rcs caducx , & fragilcs fi non ca?dcm ad numcrum pcrmancnt, 
ccrtc ad fpcciemca^dcm rcnafciitur.Quod fi uicifTitudo uit«,mortis q^ 
pcrpctua cft,ncquculla tcmporus lon^inquitatcdcIctur,aut aliqua cx 
parte imniutatur,profcdd aliquid cflc fcmpitcrnum oporrct , quod 
uno ,codcm'quc motu fempcr cicndo xtcrnitatcm gcncrationis,intcri/ 
tusc^ tucatur,atqueconfcruct.Scdquoniamhxdux mutationes funt 
aducrfac,maximc que intcr fc pugnantcs,nccp ullo modo ficri potcft,ut 
una,cadcm'quc motio rcrum contrariarum fit cfficicns,mrfus alia na/ 
tura flr, ncccfli: cft , quiuarietatc motus dclc(5lctur,& mutabili rario^ 
nc fcfcagitans modo uitam,& falutcm rcbus caducis largiatur,tum au/ 
tcmcalamitatcm,&pcrnicicmimportct » Qu^ quomodo gcrantur, 
quj'uc fint tantarum rcrum cffcdorcs ,pauloaIrius c mcdia Pcripatc/ 
ticorum philofophia rcpctendumeflt uidctur «Eft igitur corum opi/ 
nio , uiciflTitudincm iftam rcrum oricntium,atquccadcntium c cor/ 
poribus CGclcftibus manarc,cx quorum fempitcrnaconucrfionc fiant 
tcmpcftatcs , ac tcmporum mutationcs , undc ortus , uita , & mors o/ 
mnium rcrum confcquatur,ut non Ct ucrcndum affirmarc^naturam 
ipfam,pcr quafn omnia gignanmr,nihil aliud planc cflTcjquam uiialcs 



illam uim ac falutarcm c coelo dcflucntcm, ac pcr igncmjacrcrnjhia/ 
ria,ac tcrras commcantcm»I-Lccautcm rationc^atquc ordinc hoc ficri 
docct A riftotelcs ,cxiftimat cnim,caelum uniucrfum o6io globorum 
amplitudincconncxum circ,quorum primus,qui altiflimam oramtc/ 
nct omnia complcxu fuo cocrccns,& innumcrabiliuiydcrum candorc 
coIluccns,incitatiflima coucrfioncab ortu ad occafum fcratur fcptcm 
rcliquos fccum una contorqucns , in quibus fan^fliflfima folis ftclla fic 
coIIocata,quzfccundum fupratcrrasambirum obrincat,& cxtcrnaui 
circuucfta noflcm , atquc dicm cff!ciat,modo fublimis radios fuos no/ 
bis oftcntans,modo fub pedibus ab oculis noftris oblitefccns,ac rcgio/ 
ncs acris longc latc'que opacansJlIam ucro cum luna,& quinquc cr/ 
rantibus fuoptc motu in contrariam partan commcarc atquc cxti/ 
mum orbem ,illam'que ipfam feptcm globorum principatum obti/ 
ncrc,& una cuni illispcr fignifcrum circulum ita moucri,cum illcob/ 
liquus cxiftat,utnonnunquamad rcgioncm aquilonalcm , aliquan/ 
do ad auftralan itcr infledat fuum , hinc seftatcs , & hycmcs cxoriri, 
& rcliquas duas anni uarictatcs , quar quodammodo cx hycmis fri/ 
gorc,ac arftatis calorc tcmpcrantur , hinc dcniqucomnium,qujEca/ 
duca, & mortalia funt ,ortum , atquc obirumcluci,cum enim fol ad 
loca cdita fcptcntrionum fcfc conucrtit,& ftcUam fuam rcrij omnium 

f)arcntem,atquc altriccm propius admouit,uniucrfa continuo cxhi/ 
arantur , ac uigent , tcrra floribus rcdimirur , & hcrbas, ac frugcs 
multipliccs gignit , ac fundit , arbufta gemmas trudunt , 3C uiridi/ 
tatc foliorum ueftiuntur , necnon animalia cun(fh amoris ftimulis 
incitantur,& in amplexus ucnercos ruunt,ac ubcrrimo foetu urbcs, 
rura,fyluas'qj, & maria frcquentant . Aft eadem folis ftella admcri/ 
dicmcurfum fuum refle(5iens, &a fedibus noftris longius digrefl^a 
ktitiam , 8C iucunditatcm omnem fecum aufcrt , horrcfcit tcrra , ar/ 
bufta foliis , & bacis fpoliantur , & bona pars corum , quar naturz 
foccunditas cdidcrat ,Iabcfa6latur, & ad fene(f^utem , mortcm'quc fri/ 
gorc compcllitur. Itaquc folftitiaIi,ac brumali reuocationc foiisuni/ 
ucrla nafcuntur uicifl^im,atquc occidunt,ut autcm uiciflitudo ifta 
nullis fcculorum xtatibus intcrrumpatur ,fcd continuata pcrmancat, 
ac fcmpiterna,non iam id fponte fua fol prxftat nullo adiuuantc,fcd 
primi globi uolubilitasillucircuuchcns^ciuscjortu^atcpoccafucrcbro 
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Jtcrnumdicrum,no(fhum'9 ordincm pcrpctuans ctiam uiuc(li,aciny 
tcrcundi uiccs cfficit fcmpitcrnas/ac cnimfolcm fuo tantirm motu cir/ 
amfcrri , fignifcrii orbcm pcragrantc, profcdo' dics unus, una'qj nox 
annua fpatia commetictur,&pcrpctuum illum ordincm nafccndi,& 
moriendi uidcbis illico pcrturbari,acuniucrfamfcrc nacura rcrumcay 
ducarum intcrirc,idquod apcrtifTimc doccntnonnullatcrrarum loca 
ob cam caufam uacua,6d ab hominibus,ac bcltiis fcrc dclcrta , atcp ua/ 
,ftata»Huius igitur qujcftionis fummapaucis ita colligcndacft. Vndc 
•uifar,mortis'cjuicifritudo?cx dcccflionc folis,ac rcucnionct At iftius 
diciflimdinis pcrpctuus tcnor,atqj conftantia undcfcx crcbra , & pcr/ 
pctua uicifrjtudincdicrum,atqj no6bum,quamfol cfficit,fcmpcr codcj 
modo totius coeli ambitum incrcdibili cclcritatc pcrluftrans • Suo'nc 
motu,an alicno impulfu f cxtcrna ccrtc circuuc^lionc«Errantium'nc fy/ 
dcrum,an potius cxtimi orbis?cxtimi,quippc qui no ftcllas folis modo, 
fcdrcliquasomncsfibifubici^lasin orbem incitatus fccumrapiat,motu 
CmpIici,acuniu{rnodi a dcxtracoeli rcgionc curfum uoIucns,atqj ad 
idcm caput rapidifllma agitationc rcucrtcns. lam ucro fol rcucrfioncs 
Jib cxtrcmis partibus contrarias ui fua facit,iit uero ad infinitum tcm/ 
pus illas faciaf,id omnca primi ambitus natura,acinuioiabiIi aftcmitatc 
habct.Itac^pcrpctuitatis omnis fons,& origo cft globus cxtimus,ua/ 
rictatis autcm fol,ut ucrouarietaspcrcnnis,acfcmpitcrnamancat,utri/ 
ufquc uis pracpotcns fadt» Cum itaqj motus cceli fatis fupcr'9 fit ad 
pcrcnnitatcm gcncrationis,quid pcrDcum immortaIcm,difcordiam, 
aut idcas cominifcimurfquinimmo fircpudiamus motusstcrnitatcj, 
lio^cm,& chaos amplcxcmur , ncccfli cft , quar fi mcra portcnta funt, 
illa mordicus tcncnda cft,& fumma contcnrionc dcfcndcnda,fic cnim 
&mendaciailla facilc coargucmus,& ncccfl*ario dcmonftrabimus,aIi/ 
quid cflc,quod in motionc fcmpcrfir,motione illam dico,qu2 in orbc^ 
inciratur,id ucro ita cflr,non folum ratio docct,fcd criam rcs ipfa clamat 
mcmoriam omnium fcculoruj tcftcmcitans,qua! a uctcribus,&prifcis 
hominibusdcinccps poftcritari prodita cft,quamobrcm primus codi 
globusncc^ natus cft,ncqj uctuftatc ulla labcfadlatur, & frangitur,aut 
morboaliquo,autfcnc6lutc cxtabcfdt,fcd innumcrabilcs [zculo^xn/ 
jfcs uigct,acflorct fcmpcr fui fimilis ,nihil ullo tcporc uarians,abomni 
pcnitus crrationcfecrctus*Harc Ariftotclcs,nos aute3,quid cadc rcfcn/ 

D ii 



ticndum cffct , antca fatis opinor cxpodiimus» Vcrum fiquid in pcr/ 
pcmum mouetur,cum nihil a fcipfo moucatur,aliquaprofcdo natu/ 
racft pcrennis,ac fcmpitcrna agitatione illamcicns,fcd omtiiipfamo/ 
tioncuacans,quicqiiid.n.mouctur,magis profcfto pcndctc^uimouc/ 
tc,quamcontra,qudd fiquarmagis cxtrinfccus apta funt, ipfa pcr fc,ac 
fua fpontcconfillcndi uimobtincant , quanto iuftius hac cadcm con/ 
ditionc utcntur ca,qu2minus aliundc pcndentf At in rcrum natura 
qu^dam tantummodo moucntur,cftitcm,quod mouctur,& mouct, 
qualis cft altiflimus orbis omnia complcacns,cxiftit igitur finc ulb 
dubitationc tcrtium quiddam,quod cxtcra moucns , ipftm immobilc 
manear,id'qucfcmpitcmum,ac diuinum crit^&fubftantia^atqjaausab 
omni facultatis admiftioncfegrcgatus,alitcr.n.immobilc non cxiftct, 
quadomotus cft facultatis comcs fcmpitcrnus.Mulroigiturfapictius 
Ariftotclcs,q Plato,quiomnibus,qu3Emoucrcntur,fontem,atqj origi/ 
ncm moucndi clTc uoluerit cxco,qd' ipfuina fcmoucatur,exiftimabat 
cnimille,rcsfimplices,acindiuiduas luomotu agi,&cieri,ut una,ca/ 
dcm'9 omnino rcs moca fit,& moucns,qujc quidc fcn tentia uiderur ab/ 
furda,&tanto philofopho(pacccius dixcrim)non fatisdigna.Scd qux 
di(5la funt nobis dc imobili principio,hac itcm uia explicari folcnt.Cii 
duo in unam fpccicm ita tcmpcrantur,ut altcrum cop^ fua ui conftarc 
poflit,altcmmitidmi poteft^itaqj mullum cx uino,acmcllcconhcitur, 
mcl aute pcr feipfummanet,manctigitur&uinum.Atquimcdiaqu2/ 
dam naturacft,quxcx rc mouentc,acmobiliconflatacft,utpauloantc 
cxplicauimus,re^q; illa mobilis per fc ipfa c6fiftit,igitur & moucns,im/ 
mobilisillaquidem pcrmancns,uniucrfis autcmmotu5,acuitamlargc, 
libcralitcrqj fuppcditans. Vcrum propofitio huius argumcntationis 
nimiumlafc,fufe'quedi6taeft nobis,& ob id apertior eft ad rcprchcn/ 
dendum,quamobrcm omninocoar(^landa,&in anguftius adduce^da 
cft,quomunita fir ,ac firma,&facilius omncm rcprchcnforis cftugiat 
caIumniam,quod cnim propofuimus,fiquid cx duobus conftarct, 
quorumunum fpontcfuaconfifterc pofl"ct,aItcru quoc^ candemuim 
nancifci, id intelligi oportct in iis ucrum cfl^c^quorum ncutrumaltc/ 
rius adminiculo a^d pcrmancndumcgcat , qua:'quc fint intcr fc aliqua 
cx partccontraria.Oftendimus,quaeuis uniucrfisprincipiujmoucndi 
forct.cam uimimmobdcm ipfamcfl"c,nunc fumma diligcntia indagan/ 
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dum cft, quonam modo illa cfficiat motum , fcd opcrxprctium mihi 
fa(^turus uicicor,fin6nuIIapriusclc ui^acnaruracoeli ftridim artigcro, 
quo faciliusca,quxdcinccps difTcrcnda rcflant,cxplicari qucant» Af/ 
lcucrant igitur Pcripatctici , globos coeli animantcs cflc, atq; ad cam 
rcmconfirmandammultis,acuariisargumcntis uti folcnt^fcd nosob/ 
fcurioranunc mifTa faciamus,& nonnullas rationcs apcrtiorcs ad in/ 
tclligcndum,& magis popuIarcs,qu2ab illis dilatantur ,anguftccon/ 
dudamus hoc modo^Qua: naturx apud nos animata;,&rationis,ac 
intelligenti* parricipcs appcllantur,cas figuris cflc tcrminatis,atc^ cx 
fcipras,acfuafpontc,& rationc quadam,& numcro moueri ccrnimus, 
motus'cjj habcrc definitos ,ac uoIuntarios,undcoriatur bona pars co/ 
rum,in quibus hominus ftatus ,& uita confiftit.At hos motus in glo/ 
bis sethcriis cflc,quis non intclligatf modo paulodiligcntius attcndat 
ipforum difparcs conucrfioncs ,qu2 quc in corum flcllis cucniuntco/ 
grcflrioncs,digrcfl^ioncs't^,ac muItipIiccscurfus,dumaIiquando ponc 
labuntur,rurfus antcucrtunt,nunc infra tcrras delitcfcunt.nunc fupra 
eaput fcfc apcriunr,in quibus uarictatibus admirabilis ordo,& con/ 
ftantia in sterno tcmporum fpatioconferuatiir,unde longc maximzp, 
arquc incrcdibiles utilitatcs in naturam uniuerfam rcrum mortalium 
confcquuntur , utqui uidcat ftellas ita circumuolui , modcrari'q; cur/ 
fus,cas ad uniucrfam naturam foucndam,& tucndam confpirafl^c^co/ 
gatur cxiflimarc»Quaf cum ita fc habcant,& omncs coeli partcsccr/ 
tisfigurarum tcmiinis circunfcribanfur,animantcs funt profcdo globi 
cceleflcs, compotcs 'c^ ration is ♦ Quidfqu 6d innumcrabilia pcnc cor/ 
pora uidemus uiIia,contempta'q?,ac minutiflima,quibustamcn infi/ 
nita Iibcralitas Dci naturam participcm uitx,ac cuiufdam prudcntisc 
impcrtiuit,quo poffcnt illa cxiflcrc,fc'quc tueri,& con]miare,uitarc cp 
omnia,qu2Enocirura uiderentur,cur igitur illc corporibus magnitu/ 
dinc,& natura prseccllcnri tam pra:clarum munus,diuinum'c^ ncgauc/ 
rit ,caquc planc indigna cxiftimarit,cumquibusparfcm aliqua uitjp, 
atquc intcliigcntiaf comunicaret ? Quidfrum illarcs omncscorporcas, 
animanrcs'c|jrcgant,&gubcrncnt,qui polTuntipfa uitam,atcp animam 
non habcrcfQuidfcum ca,qua»pra?funtaliis,fapientia,& confilioprar/ 
ftarc oportcat,confentancum'nc efl,naturam coeleflcm ncq; animalcm 
,ncquc pcrfcdionc mcntis , ac racionis cxccllcref his Pcripatetici 
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atquc aliis rationibus addu^H non dubitant,6mni affcucratiohc coii/ 
firmarCjCoclum cflfc animal diuinum,atqjfcmpitcrnum,nullis tamcti 
fcnfibus pra?ditum,quippc quod corum ufum,atquc opcram nullam 
o rnnina ad rcm ^ efiderct , fenfus cnimanimantibusaffixit natura,quo 
pofTc ntinde fc,ac uitam,cqr ^us'qj tucr i,at^ ad^ rcs faluta rc s acccdcrCy 
pcftifcras 3cclinarc^oii]J3i/c^?crciper ^ ad ui/ 
u cndum uafiayarnc cdra ria^atccglumiili aiuntncque nafci ,negutin/ 
tcrirc,nccp morbo,aut alia ui maiorc confli(5lari portc,autlcntari.Ca/ 
rcrc ircm aiunt parte illa , quam Gr^ci <p«iT««rj«f , Ciccro cogitarioncj 
appcllare folct , in qua imagincs ad animum pcruenicntcs imprimun/ 
tur,hxccnim uis cum fcnfibusitaconglutinata cft,ut ab iis nullomo/ 
do auelli qucac,&ipfa quoqj ad conlcruationcm corporum,atqj in/ 
columiratcmuita: a natura mortalibus tributa cfl: ♦ Itaquc coclum ui/ 
ucrc aiunt , proptcrca quod pcr fc , ac fua fpontc mobilc fit , atquc ap/ 
pctitu ,ac pcrfcda intdligcntia utatur,qua» fanc uira pulcherrima cft, 
accstcris omnibus uiucndi rationibus ad honorcm,& uoluptatem 
antccellens • Volunt igitur,c<xlum uniucrfum cffc maximum animal 
figura globofa,& rotunda,qu2 pulchritudiiie,ac dignitatc rcliquisfi/ 
gurispntcccdit.Acueluti mortalesanimarcsad ingrediendu motionc 
utuntur ca, qua: totum corpus amplc(flatur,fingula tamcn mcmbra 
fuos proprios morus habcnt,ficaiunt,unaalciffimiorbiseonuerfionc 
uniucrfam coclcftis animantis molcm circumfcrri,cum intcrca finguli 
globi,qujc funt ipfius mcmbra , fuos quo^ proprios,& illos quidcm 
longe difparcs ambitus conficiant,qai itcm finguli fuis formis prxdiV 
tifint,qux faciuntjUt illicxifl:ant,&moucantur,quod idcmin cor/ 
Doribus cucniat fraeilibus,& caducis.IIIos autcm animali uinculo in/ 
tcr fe colligatos cfl^Cjatquc ita unum corpus confl:itucre,omncs quc ad 
unum,atque cundem ftnem rcuocari,undc falutaris ipforum inter fc 
confpiratio confcquatur aduniucrfjcnarurxcommodum,& gubcr/ 
nationcm ,cx quo cfficiatur , unum efl*e principium ,ad quod omncs 
omnium conucrfioncs,motuscp diflTimilcs referantur,quam fimiliru/ 
dincmccrncrc poflimus in iis artibus,qux inter fcfcita apt3e,concx2 9 
fintjUt in iis tamen una impcrium,ac principatu obtincat,porrd haud 
alitcr formas illas diuinas,qu2 fuos fmgulse globos difpari motione in 
orbcm dcnt,unum omncs,atquc idcm habcrc pnncipium omniun> 
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reitim optimum,ac praeftantiffimum,& totius naturae impcrio , domi/ 
natuquc digniflimum,undc ipfx fluant,& quo rcfcrantur,hoc itacp 
caput cflc,atque origincm cun6tarum caufarum,uim'qucuniucrfam 
mundi illo nin , & contincri,cam'que formam,atquc ordincm,quae in 
ipfo infint,cun61is formis,ordmibus'q? longc plurimum antcccllcrc, 
quinimmoquicquid difpofitumrc61c,quicquid clcgantcrdcfcriptus, 
uia'quc,& rationc proccdcns apparcat in uniucrfo,id omnc cx illo 
pcrcnni,purifl^mo'quc,acubcrrimo ordinis,cstcrorum'c^ bonorum 
fontc manarcJpfarumucro formarum,quas indc oriri diximus,gra/ 
dusmultipliccs cflc,qud cnim quarquc ad primamillammcntcmun/ 
diquc abfolutam, pcrfcdlam'quc,& omnibus numcris cxplctam aut 
propius accedit , aut longiorc intcruallo difiungitur,hoc ud abfol/ 
ui magis ,ac pcrfici , ucl magis inchoatam,impolitam'quc rclinquu 
Eflc autcm illas folutas ,& Iibcras , atquc abomni corporc,acmarcria 
fegregatas,ncquccarumcflcntiamcx fuis globis ulla rarionc pcnderc, 
quienim poflcnt illos motu cicrc fcmpitcmo,cum omnis corporca 
uis principium habcat,&fincm?Quamobrcm nccdiuiduas quidcm 
c(fc,ac ritcmcntcs fingularcs,& folitarias ufurp3ri,atquc nominari, 
c^contrario aurcm orbes ipfos cx fuis mentibus uniucrfos penderc, 
ut potc quorum ilhe forma; fint , quod ucl una rationc perfpicuus cflc 
poflitjfublatis enimmcntibus nullam pcnituscoeloreliquam cflcfor/ 
mam ,&,fi ueraciusdefinitionobisaffcrcndafit,cflentiammcntis fin/ 

irubris omnino cxplicandam cfl*c. Interrogant iidcm^motus, & intd/ 
igcntia glob/nc caufa,an mcntis,coelo tnbuatur,quddfi mentis,cam 
inquiunt finc dubitationcformam cflc,matcriam globum»His pofitis, 
paruo ncgodo conficiunt^illas orbium fuorum caufas cfficientcs cflic, 
cum abiis habcantilli,ut fint,atcpcxiftant,cx quo ctiamintelligipof/ 
fit,rationemfinis cifdem conuenire,qudd in iis,qua:materiauacant,uis 
cfficicns,& ftnis rc fint idcm , cogitationc difl:inguantur,unaenim ca/ 
dcm'quc rcs in hoc generc intelle<5la cft,atc^ intelligens , intclligcrc au/ 
tcm iIIasmcmorant,motumcflre uitamquandam,&perfe6lionererum 
naturalinm,fcquc pcrcnni,ac continenti agitationccorporum fuoruj 
pcrcnncs confcruari,itaquc nunquamillas motum intcrmittcrc,nullus 
cnim labor,aut dcfatigatio in ccelum potcftpcrucnire,quinctiam,du| 
pcrpctuas coucrfiones itcrant,illas fcfcDeo fimillimas rcddcrc uita,& 



6lutctiaturismortalibus,& caducis fumma bcnignitatc largicndis* 
hJequc ucro nos pra!terit,quod attinct ad quxftioncm iftam,Pcripa/ 
tcticos in magna cfle diflenfionc conftitutos,etenim multi funt^qui nc/ 
gcnt,mentes (ingulares cfrcformas,qu;ECGelijperficiant,rcd illasaiunc 
in globis zthcnis perindc infiftcre , uc in nauigio nauiculator folct, 
funtitcm,qui rationcm finis,acform2E Deo relinquant, uim omncm 
caufas cfficientis tollant, uerum fiquis contrariarum rationusmomcn/ 
ta diligentius pcrpendat,faciIc,meo quidcmiudicio,cernat,cam,quam 
nos fecuti fumus,opinioncm in difciplina Ariftotclis pnepondcrarc, 
uc minimc mirandum c(Te uidcatur, illam clarilfimos Pcripatcticos ha 
bcrcdcfenrores. Sed his omnibus quanta fieri potuit brcuitatc comc/ 
moratis,ad cam qusEftionem,quam propofucramus , iam aggrcdien/ 
dumcrt.Icaquc dicimus,mcntemillam fimpliccm,aetcrnam,atquc im/ 
mobilcm mouere,proptcrca quod intelligentiam,atquc appctitioncm 
cict,foIaenimqua: fic moucnt, ipfanon mouetur.Etcnimcum motus 
bifariam diftriDuatUr,8d qua-dam natura moucant,qua:dam uolunta/ 
tc,priora ccrtcdum moucnt,ipfa quoqj neccffario mouentur,fiquidc 
hunccfficiunt motumca, qua^ rcs uariant,&: gignunt ,quodiispro/ 
fc&o finc fui mUtationc accidcrc non potelhVoluntas itcm,& cupidi 
tasjdum ad agcndum impcllunf,&ipfa impulfu incitantur aIicno,uc 
in Iibris dcanima copiofc difputatu^cft.Rcftat igitur,ut quz fub ap/ 
pctitum cadunt,cafoIa non moucnntur^&moucanCjUt pucllam flos, 
adolcfccntcm am'carfimulachrum,hjecaute ca rcmotumfaciunt,quod 
uim boni,atq? finisin fcfc cohibcant. Mcns igitur prima,a quamotus 
principiumducitur ,e(l finis,& bonum non cxpctcndum modo , fcd 
ctiam rationc,ac intelligcntia comprchcnfum,id quod in rcbus fragili/ 
bus, &caducis non uiqucquac]jcontingit,ncqjcnimapud nos quar/ 
cunqj optabilia funt,cadcm continuo rationcm moucnt,immo magna 
ex partcabilla refpuuntur.Hjec ut pcrfpifcua fiant,illud fcirc oportcc, 
appctcndi uim cffcin partcsdiflributam duas,quarum altcra uolun/ 
tasdicitur,altcracupiditas,&Iibido,quam Anflotclcs lviivin'ai uo/ 
cat,admirabilc cft autcm, quantum illas intcr fc diflidcant,uoIuntas«n» 
mcntcm,ac rationcm coIit,cupiditas fcn{um,atquccorpus,iIIa ucra,fo/ 
lidaquc,& cxprcflli bona pcrfcquitur,qualis clhlla mcns pnmarcruj 
omnium pneftantiflima, hascuan is bonorumfunulachris delinitur,6d 
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capitnr,ublupratura , arc^ amorum turpis analla,& miniftra , dclidis, 
Iuxuria'9 cliflucns,rummum'quc bonum in fcnfus titiUarionc con(b/ 
tucns»Facit autcm haw: gcfticns,ac tcmcraria uis,ut qua; intcmpcran/ 
tcr appctimus ,bona uideantur ,c contrnrio uoluntas ucra bona cow 
fc(fhtur,proptcrca quia& uidcntur ,& natura funttaIia,oritur cnim 
cxintclIigcntia,porro inteliigcndi uim mouctcns,acucrum,quxfoIa 
fubfcicntiamcadunt,uera igitur ,& folidabonaad uoluntatcm pcr/ 
tincnt,inania,& adumbrata ad Iibidincm, & cupiditatcm. At fpccics 
afTimuIatiboni qui poffit xthcriosglobos unquamartingcrcfcumilla 
iiihil,nifi fcnfum moucat,ii nullam uim obtincant fcnticndi fnihil cft 
igitur in iis optabiIc,atquc cxpctendum, quod non idcm animo, 6C 
kicntia comprchedi poflit.Aft infra lunaminnumcrabilia bonamcn/ 
tita,& fallacia,plcna'9 futilitatis circum tcrras alTiduc ungantur mor/ 
talium fcnfus inani,acfalfa uifioncpuIfantia,nos'c^ in omnc flagitium, 
atquc turpitudincm impcIIunt,niGuirtutum pra^fidio corroborcmur, 
& cupiditatemcxuItantcm,omnibus uiribus,atcp opibus cocrccamus, 
illam'9 accrrimo ftudio obcdicntem rationi,ac mcnti cfficiamus, quar 
profc(Jld cura nobisantiquiflima fcmpcr cfl^jdcbct,fi xtatcm uolumus 
honcftc,ac Iartc,placidc <p traduccrc,quid cnim pcr Dcum immortalcj 
foedius,aut mifcrius cogitari potcft intcmpcrantCyncquam,& pcrdito 
afoto,ac ncpotc,aflriduis furiis pcftifcrarum uoluptatumagitato,fc'c^ 
dics , ac no^cs in luto Iibidinum,& flagitiorum uoIutantc,atquc in fi/ 
gura hominis uitam,& fcritatcm gercntcbelluarusfbcatus igitur^quiG* 
quis ita uitam inftituit fuam^ut nihil habcrct carius,nihil antiquius,ni/ 
hiljquod magis uotis omnibus cxpctcrct, quam dccus,quam laudcj, 
quam uirtutcm,atcj opinioncmomncm cffGeminatam,& prauamita 
cx animo fuo cxtirpauit,ut ncquid gcrerc,3ut cogitarc pofl^ct cxcclleti 
natura,ac propc diuina hominis alicnum,atcp indignum» Harc pro/ 
fc^d fola ratio cft,qua pofllmus hoc.quoddatumcft uita!,fumma 
cum Iaudc,aciranquiIIifatc colcrc,his dcnicpcuris,& ftudiis agitarus, 
atquc cxcrcitatus animus,fc'quc a uoluptatibus ^a^diSydl corporc lon 
gius abduccns agiliscfficitur,& uclox,ut mcmbrorum ncxibus cxolu/ 
tus fumma cclcritatcpcruolct in fcdcmillam,& artcrnamdomumfuaj, 
ubicoelcfti uita,quamimitabatur in tcrris,&honcftifrima,acincrcdi/ 
bilijpcrpctuaq^ uoluptatc potiatur.Scd aci propofitam difputationc 
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rcucrtamur*Diccbamus,mcntcm illam pra?ftanti(rimam,unclc princi/ 
piumcft uniucrfi motus,non optabilcm modo,atquc cxpctcnda^cflc, 
lcd ctiam mcntc pcrcipi ac rationc,his addcndum c(l,qu£c pcr fcintd/ 
•liguntur,cadignitatc,atquchonorcmultumcxccIlcrc,& uniucrfa cius 
gcncris,fi morc Pythagorcorumplaccat loqui,ad ordincm bonoru5 
aggrcgata cfTc^Py thagorici cnim,cum dc principiis rcrum mcmorarct, 
in duas fcrics illa diftribucrunt , unam boni,atq;habitus,altcrammali, 
dC priuationis,utri(^ dcccmprincipiaficaflTignatcSjUt altcraaltcris ad/ 
ucrfa,c rcgionc collocarcnt,appcllarunt autcm cos ordincs avfixUi , 
quo'd in liscontincrcntur rcs confcnticntcs,&naturi cognationc fcfc 
attingcntcs^Quanquam igitur,qu2 boni,atquc habitus fcricm cfficiuc, 
ca pcrfcintdliguntur omnia,tamen ca in rc csctcris omnibus fubftatia 
antcccllit,atcp huius gcneris in pnmis illa , qux fimplcx cft^at^ a^, 
cuiufmodi cflc primam uim moucntcm,cxpIicauimus, hxc igitur pcr 
fc ipfa maximcad intdligcndum apcrta fit, ncccflc cft. Quod autcm 
fubftantiam immobilem dicimusfimpliccm cflc,ncquiscrrorc du6lus 
cx co concludat,iIlamuna eflcjluntcnim plurcs,ut infradocebimus, 
ncqucduobushisuocabulis cadcm uis,& notio fubic(^ia cft , lcd uocc 
unius mcnfura fignificatur,ut in libro dccimo huius opcris di<f^us fuit, 
fimpliccm ucro dicimus rcm,qu2fit uniurmodi,& abomni concrctio/ 
nc, ac permiftionc fcgrcgata,qualcm cflc primam uim mouctcm,dcmo/ 
{hauimus,quam fiquis ctiam unam appcllcc,proptcrea quod fic rcru 
omnium mcnfura,is profcfto non crrarit ♦ Illius ucro natura cum fit 
Gufmodi,cui primsedefcrantur in eo rerum gencrc,qu2 pcr fc ipfar in/ 
tclliguntur,neceflccft ctiam,utin rebus cxpctendis altiflfinnim graduj 
obtincatjfiguidem iftarcciprocantur,ut fiquid cxfe,& propter fc cx/ 
optandu? Ut,idcm fpontc fua,ac per fe pofTic intclligi,& fiquid ad huc 
tnodum Ct pcrccpnim,idemfua ui ,fua'c^ natura fit cxoptandum,bo/ 
fiumcnimipfu5,& qua»nos fpccicfuac6moucnt,fuo'qjnominciucun/ 
dacxiftunt,conncxafunt,&naturahuinculocopulatacumiis,quarpcr 
fc ratione,atqucanimo comprchcnduntur,quamobrcm in cadcm fcric, 
atquc ordinc collocantur,& uno nominc,quod in quoqucgcncrc pri/ 
mum cftjid optimum fcmpcr cft , aut cum optimo ipfo comparabilc, 
cft igiturprimum moucndiprincipium rcrum omnium optimum,'& 
fnpra caEicraomnia cxpctcndum, atquc ad intdligcndum tiatura fua 
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fhairimopcrcipcitum» Scc!aIiquisrogtt,quomodo ad mcntcm im/ 
mobilem rationem finis accommodcmus,ctim Ariftotdcs in quarto 
libro huius opcris docucrit,cam caufamjqua? finis appcllatur, a rc/ 
bus immobiliDus abcflfc» Ad hxc brcuitcr cft diccndum, bipartitum 
eflc cum fincm,cuius gratiaaliquid facimus,aut cnimantc rcm gcrcn/ 
damcxi(lit,aut rci gcftionc comparatur,prioris gcncris cxcmplum 
eft,cum ualctudinis tucnds caufa dcambulamus, altcrius , cum mc/ 
dicus ad cani cfficicndam *groto mcdicinamfacit* Hoc igitur gcnus 
rcs immobilcs , ac a-thcrias nunquam attingit , altcrum fcmpcr cum iis 
aptum,conncxum'9cft,cftcnim,quod antc attigimus,mcns quarc^ 
fingularis morionis cffidcns, & finis,qua» duo gcncra caufarum in na/ 
ruris caducis matcriar diuortio fcp3rantur,fcilicct hseomncs duasfor 
mas habcnt,alrcram,quxcumipfamatcria coniun(fta,& fociata cft, 
altcram,qua! ab illa pcr oculos in animum influcns finc corporc , m 
illo h^rct infixa,& cogitationi fcfc obiicicnsmirabilcsaliquado amo/ 
rcs cxcitat altcrius formap,cuius ipfa fimulachrum cxiftit,ncquc no/ 
bis ftimulos admoucrc intcrmitrit , quoad ucl inuitos cupiditatc po/ 
riundi ad illam rrahat , quod ita accidcrc facilc intclIigas,fiquado ama/ 
fti,&fpccicmpucIIjEmcminiftioIim animo tuoobucrfantem,tc'qj Qc/ 
pcnumcro^ fomnocxcirantcm^acprxcipitcmdcmedia no61c ad fo/ 
rcs amicx rapicntcm . Eft igitur forma illainrima morionis cffeftrix, 
cxtcrnaucro finis,urpotc qux rationcm boniinfcfccontiner,qua!qui/ 
dcm fi matcria libcretur,una omnino,& cadcmcxiftctatquc altcra illa, 
motus'9 crit cffidcns caufa paritcr,ac finis*Cum itacpmcntcs illz fcm/ 
pircmaifint ab omnicontagionc corporis Iiberar,acfynccrx,quisdubi/ 
tct philofophiam fequens , illas motum non cfficerc modo ,fcd etiam 
proptcr fdpfascfficcrcfintelligunt igitur iIkfcfe,quoq^ pr^ftantiorcs, 
&amabiIiorcs funt cudisnaturis morraIibus,hoc ardcnrius fediligut, 
atquc amant,is'quc amorin primisad moucndum ipfas impcllitintcl/ 
ligcntcs,pcrcnnitatcmotus pcrfe(ftioncm fuam,atque immortalitatcm 
contincri,qua dc rcantca locuri fumus dc fcntentia Pcripateticorum* 
Ad hancprimam,& potiflimam moucndi caufam accedit incrcdibi/ 
lis quadam charitas^afqj amorrcrumfragiIium,& caducarum,quaru5 
illaf non modo funt prsfidcs^fic cuftodcs,ucrumctiam procrcatriccs, 
acparcntcs»Ac udutimcns cxccUentis architcdi uariis sdificiorufor/ 
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mis grauidata parcrc gcftir,atqucurbcs,&oppi(lapulchrirudinc fuac 
robolisdccorarCjfic mcntcs illa: libcraliflirra ,munificcntiflrima:<^ uim 
falutarcmprocrcandi^acgigncndi in fcfc contincntcs innumcrabilibus 
rcrumformis rcdundantcm procximiabonitatcfuagaudcntillascon/ 
tincntcr in luccm profundcrc,ac uniucrfasmundi regioncs admirabili 
uarietatc natiuarumimaginum augerc,ac pcrpolirc,proindc acthcrios 
globosfcmpitcrnaconucrfionc circiiuolucntcs matcriam magnama/ 
trcm rcrumad continuos partus cliciunt,indc quatuor illacorporum 
clcmcnra furfum,ac dcorfum afliduc commcant,& conftanti uiciflitu/ 
dincgcncrantur,& gcncrant,indc conciIia,8CcGetus mortalius concelc/ 
brantur,& tot gcnera cxiltunt,tam'c[j difparia beftiarum cicurum,fcra/ 
rum'<^,& pcnnigerorum animantium pi6hEuarietatcs,&qux flumini/ 
bus,&maribcIluioccuItantur,hincdcniq? ortus fuosducuntarbufta, 
frugcs,& infinita uis rcrumcxtcrarij, quas bcnigniflima tcrra proFun/ 
dit ex fcfc^Ac Ueluti naturacundlis animantibus ingencrat przecipuas 
quandam illcccbra amoriscrga cos,quos ^crcauerunt,utiIIos & alerc, 
& faluos cflc cupiant,& fummo ftudio tueantur,fic mentcs illa: bcatar, 
quibus motionibus uniucrfa gignunt,cifdemmotionibusiIIanutrica/ 
tur,&fouent,innumcrabiliacibo^» gcncra fuppcditanfcs,undc omnia 
alantur,pubcfcant,& maturitatcm fuamconfcquantur.Pcrhibcnt autc 
iidcm Peripatctid , intcr prxftantiflimum numcn primx mentis,& rc/ 
liquasindcprognatashocpnEtcrcajtcraintcrcflr,quc)d illa fpatiis inv 
mutabilibus uniucrfum xthcra ab oricntc adoccidcntcm fua tantum 
caufa circnuoIuit,uiciflritudincmdierum,nodium'<^ confidcns,ctcnini 
ad quemalium finem dirigatilla motu (uum,cumipfa fit rcrumoium 
principium,&finis?afl: alucmentcs fuos ambitus non fua folum cau/ 
fa conficiunt ,fed pulchcrrimi parentis amorc indtatic , ut quoadeius 
ficri potcfl,ad illius fimilitudincm proximcacccdanr,&quacunq^ poD 
funt rationCjUoluntati cius obtcmperent,dcfidcrat autcm optimus pa/ 
tcr,uniucrfitatcm rcrum,quam ipfc procrcauit,faluam,incolumcmq> 
ad infinitum tcmpus pcmiancrc, quod profe6ld finc continua,difpa/ 
ri'quccGelcfliumgloboru conucrfionccontingcrc non potcft,cx quo 
fllud ctiam apparct,mundu5, & naturam uniucrfam fimillimaj cflema/ 
gna;,& pulchcrrimcconflitutxReipu.quam diuin» illsc mcntcsintcr 
icquaficiuili focictatc dcuindaecommuniconfiIio,& prouidcntia ad/ 

miniClrenu 




XXV 



miniflrcnr»Mouct inc^ pHmamcns incrcdibilipulchrirudinc admira/ 
bilcs amorcs fuicxcitans,ipfa ucro immobilis manet, At globus altifli/ 
mus ab ca drcuucflus incitatifTima conucrfionc infcriorcs orbcs mo/ 
uct,&Gctcra omnia,quai infra Lunam uiciflimgcncrantur,&occidut, 
9 fi quimobilia funt,imutari dcbcnt omnia^nccf uno,&coclcm ftatu 
fcmpcr cfl^c,primumctiamgIobum,qui fcmpcr in motu cft,mutationi 
fubic(5lum cflrc,c6fitcndumcft,nimirum illi,qu5cad Iocu5pcrtinct,nara 
ipfa jcthcria natura,cum fcmpitcrna fit,omni tcmporc cadcm,fui'9 fi/ 
millimapcrmanct,nulla9 mutabilitatc pracdita cft.At prima uis mo/ 
ucns,cum fit a(5lus folitarius,& fimplcx,nc9 ullummotu habcar,omm 
ctiammutationc uacuafit,ncccfli cft,fiquam cnim habct,primamccrtc 
habct,porrd prima cft mobilitas ca,qu« conucrfionc rotunda in orbc 
circunfcrtur , ut in phyfids cuidcnti rationc dcmonftratufuit,at hanc 
cfiicit ipfa mcns,ut ab cadcm pati nulla rationc ipfa poflit,cx quoin/ 
tclligirur,primammcntcm uim cflc imutabilcm,& neccflariam,qualis 
wideLcct cflc debctnarura prindpii.Habct autcmuoxncccflarii tripli/ 
ccm uim,ita cnim appelIamustumid,quod ui,atcp animo repugnantc 
h&um fit,tum etiam cuiusopportunitas tanta cft,utfinc cobencferes 
habcrc non poflit,quod gcnusncccflitatiscumadii](flionc aliquafem/ 
per cft,ut cum dicimus,equumad itcr facicndum cflcneccflarium,hic 
cnim adiunftio eft ca,fic6modc,& fadlc irc cupiamus.Tcrtia notionc 
nccefl^ariumdicitur^quicquid naturam,& condirionem cam habet,ut 
iicqucmutari,nequc ulla rationcpoflitalitcreflc,atqjcft,quamneccfli/ 
tatem rcftc appellamus fimplicem,&abfoluta.Taliigituruiprarditum 
cft prindpium illud potentiflrimum,undc coelum,terr2:,maria pedent, 
qudd fi alitcrfif,uniucrfaprofe61d natura intcrcat,& in nihilu recidar, 
Bcccflc cft.Quis autcm tanto ingcnio,tanta'qucdo<^hrina ullo tcmporc 
cxiftat,qui fatis cogitationc compleai,nedumucrbis cxplicarc poflit, 
quanta (int gaudia,quantatuoluptatcs,quam dcniquc bcata fit,& bo/ 
nis omnibus rcdundans uitailliusdiuini prindpii fdpfo finc ulla in/ 
terpellationc frucntis , & fuum pr^ftantiflfimum numcn in omni xtcr/ 
nitate contemplantis?Attamcn,fi fas eft,fempitcrna illam fummi boni 
pcrfccftioncmcum rcaliqua mortali,& caducacompararc,profe(fld ni/ 
hil cxiftit in tcrris,quod ad dus fimilitudincm propius uideatur accc/ 
dcrc,quam iucundiflima & pcrfcda fapicntium uita,prarfcrtim fiquis 



'iliquotcmporcpofnt c)ci(fcrc,qualcm Pcripatctici cogitationcdcpin/ 
gunt.Fingamus cnim homincm primum animo ab omnibusuitiis in/ 
tcgrOjfiC caftojdcindc fcnfu accrrimo,& acuminc ingcnii cxcellcntcm, 
ncquccnim fapicntia mcntcs autiardas,aut impuras in fua facrariain/ 
tromittitJs itaquc uidcndi ucri cupiditatc incefus/cquc ab omnibus 
Doluptatibus corporis,& a uulgi oculis longiflimc abduccns omnc 
uitx tcmpusconfumat incontcmpiationcrcrum diuinarum,corum'qj 
omnium indagationc,qu2magnis tcncbris natura circufudit» Ac pri/ 
mumdiuina mcns huius prxftantiflimi hominis naturam omncm rc/ 
rumcaducarum pcragrans ,carumqucformas uarias,& pcnc innii/ 
mcrabilcs fibi inducns , hoc omam non contcnta in iublimc dcindc 
fcfc attollat,c*quc caligine crafl^a,concrcta qucrcrummortalium in al/ 
tiflfimas^&puriflimas CGcli rcgioncs cuadcns gradatim afccndat,fin/ 
gulas arthcrias mcntespcrluftrans,& in carum pulchritudincm admi/ 
rabili cum uoluptatc fefc tranflbrmans,dum'quc inlatiabili cupidita/ 
tc fcmpcrad orasaltiorcs rapitur,pcrucniat aliquando ad fuprcmum 
omnium rcrum fatorem , & modcratorem Dcum ,fe quc uinculo ar/ 
ftiflimo cum illo coniungcns , fan(5liflrimo,& bcatiflimo numinc pcr/ 
fruatur,tunc profedld mcns pcrcgrinandi fincm faciet,funcdcniquc 
poft tot uigilias fufceptas , poft: tantos laborcs cxanclatos in portu 
lummi boniiuaindiflfimo conquicfcct Dco pIcna,Dcum inrucns,atc^ 
fufpicicnSjbonis omnibus afflucns,tot deniquc,tantis'quegaudiisre/ 
fcrta,quanta mcns nulla prartcr illamipfam cogiraic poflit.Qualcm 
igitur Pcripatctici fingunt iapicntis hominis uitam ,ralem cflc aiunr, 
i mmo infinitis criam partibus iucundiorcm , & pcrfe(5liorcm altifljmi 
prindpii uitam^Scd hunc ft:atum pulchcrrimum in [apicntc brcuem, 
& fugaccm cflTc dicunt,proptcrca g? uim illam contcmplantem , pcr 
quam is comparatur,una cum corporibus intcrircquodammodo nc/ 
ccflx c(l omnibus uifis cuancfccntibus,quibus ipfa nitcbatur. At illa 
mcns bcatiflTima zuo frucns fcmpiterno, fc'que pcrpctuo intclligens 
artcrna potiaturuoIupratcncccflrccft,ctcni5 ut corpusumbra,fic uolu/ 
pus confcquitur a(?Ki,obcam'9 caufam fcnfiis,& uigilia,& intelligetia 
maximadcle(ftationc habcnt,quinctia quicquid affcrtiuctiditatis me/ 
moria,& fpcs,id fcmp oritur cxa(^iu,altcrius*n»munerc pncrenta bo/ 
fu rcpr«fcntantur,aitcriusfuiuraquodamodo prsccipiutur.Kimiruj 
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uoluptas omnis in ^&ionc confiftit , cupiditas'^ gcrcndi fenpcr ali> 
i^uid una cum animancibusnacacusillis aIicur,acq^adolcrcic,ut ncmo 
animumocio,languorc,ignauia cam infc(fhim,at(^ opprcffum habcar, 
fluiri aliquid fcmpcr ddcdlationiscaufa agcrcgcfliac,& mcntc,ac fcn/ 
«bus moucri,ncquc profcdo fomnus ob ullam aliam caufam nobis 
cft iucundus,nifi qudd animum,corpus'c^ rcflcit,nos'quc aptiorcs ad 
uigiliam,& rcsgcrcndas facit,qudd nqucm omniadionc paiitusfpo/ 
liarc contcndas,is profcdo mortcm uita: incrtiflim* antcponat • Scd 
ad rcliqua pcrgamus • lam cxplicatum fuit antca,quar pcr fc intclligc/ 
icntur,caoptimac(rc,&: fiqua maximc pcrcipcrcnturaacum modum, 
illa optimorum tcncrc principacum,proindccum initium rcrum Oium 
fit maxime (Implcx, & nulla omnino commillionc concrctum,& ob 
cam caufam cxiflat ad intclligentiam maximc apcrtum , idcmaltiffi/ 
mumbonitatis gradum obcincrc conficcndum cfl,cuniqj omnia bona 
dcIe<flacioncm aliquam habcant , iucunditatmi ccrtc , & fuauitatcm 
funruni boni oporcct ufqucadco magnam , & rcdundantcm cfTcyUC 
quomodo omnia fydcra cxortu Solis obfcurantur , fic uniucrfa: uo/ 
lupcaccscius prarfencia ncfcntiantur quidcm^ hac igitur immcnfa iu/ 
cunditatc mcns illa bcatiflima fruicur concincnccr,in omni acccrnitatc 
fiiamcximiambonitaccm,& pulchricudincm incucns,acqucconccm/ 
plans.Mcns auccmnolha folcc incelligendis rcrum formis fcmccipfa^ 
inccIIigcrc,intcnigcndo cnim dC ipfa fubincclligcnciam ucnic,uc'9 fcn/ 
fiis oculorum rcm afpcftabilcmccrncnsid cfficicur planc,qcf intuctur, 
fimilitcr mcns aliquid pcrcipicns fit una,& cadcm rcs,acquc forma illa, 
quam comprchcndit,eft cnim diuina harc uis nata,acque apta ad rcci/ 
picndas formas rcrum omnium comuncs arquc uniucrfas,& abomnC 
coniunftionc matcria: fccrctas,quibus illa inftrufta,& pcrpolita fua/ 
uiflimo intclligcndi muncrc fungicur ,rcbus'quc cxccris pcrcipicndis 
fcquocpipfam comprchcndic,pra!ccpco Apollinis pulchcrrimc ob^ 
tcmpcrans, quod monct,ut fc quil^ cognofcat» Hjbc autcm brcuitcr| 
ftri(5lim'<^ dicuntura nobis,qudd caomnia cIcgatcr,&copiofc pcrtra/ 
^ata fint in libris de anima,ad quos harumrcrum difpucauo pcrtioer* 
Quam igicur uimhabccmcns pra!dpuam,&diuina3,ut intclligat,ean4 
dcminfinitis partibus maiorcm,diuiniorcm cp,acmagis propriam obti/ 
nct omnis intclligcntix principium,& fons,qucm Dcumappcllamus, 
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^nfip mcnsnofhi nicf fcmpcr intcliiga>,nccpad intclligctiamfui Cnc 
adiumcntis extcrnis,&aducnticiis pcrucniat,mcns prima & pcrpctuo 
intclligit,& nihii aliud,nifi fcipfamintclligitnullo adiumcnto ad illud 
munus pneftantiflTimum fungcndum utcns^Eft autcmcontcmplatio 
Tcnim non modo maximaru,{cd ctiam (acpc Icuiop^ tam dulcis,tam fua/ 
uis,d£ iucuda,ut nihiIgratius,nihilopfabiIius in uita cxcogitari polTc 
uidcatur*£tcni5 uidcmus,prxclara ingcnia dclc^ationc fcicntiar irrctita 
lionorcs,opcs,uircs corporis,ipfam ualctudincm cpntcncrc, nullos' 
laborcs,aut pcricula pcrcgrinationii cxtimcfccrc,4p poflint animuml 
fcientia,& cognitioncrcrumpuIchcrrima^au65pljK rcfcrtu domum 
rcportarc,muItos ctiam ccrnas uigiliis a(riduis,& laboHbus fludiope 
cxc(bs,&tabcfccntcs,quipcrirc tamcn prudcntcs , uidc nfslq? malint,q 
Uitam ppagarc litcraru obIc(5lationc uacantcm.Ncqj p(c6i6 mirandu 
id cuiquam accidat,{i cumanimo fuo rcputarit,naturar omni rationis, 
& intclligcntiar participi ingcnitumclfcinfatiabilc quendam amorcm 
cognicionis,&{cictiz,utnihiIipramzquc uidcatur attingcrc^Ttaqjpuc 
ros uidcmu9,quaprimu3 niti,acpcdibus infiftcrcpotucrut,ad fpci^tacu 
la auidos difcurrcrc^omnia curiofe fcifcitari,fabulismirabilitcr capi,& 
quibufc^ a(5lionibus uirop? quauis feucris,& grauibus cupcrc intcrcfrc, 
crefcita:tas,ftudiumcrcfcit intclligendi,& fciendi,& quo prarftanriorc 
quifc^ cft indolc,& ingcnio,hoc illuftrius huius honcftilTimajcupidita 
tisfpccimcn prarbet,itacp agrcftesetia5,&barbari hoics,qui'qj ab omni 
cultu,& humanitatc longiflimcabfuntjfc tamcn tcmperare no poflunt, 
Quin aliquid audirc,fpc6tarc,aut cognofccre fcmper aucant,ncmo'quc 
fcrc adco rudiscft,aut a natura tam male informatus , quem hiflorias 
Icgcrc,& res omnium feculorum fcire non dcIcftct»Vt uero hoies criaj 
imperiripcregrinationibus lxtantur,ut fa;peadI5ginquas orasadcunt 
j>prer uifcndicupiditatem nullum inc6modu3,autpcriculu uita; rcfor 
midantcs,ut eria3gloriatur,&comcmorarcgeftiuntoibus,quos morcs 
lioium,quas urbcs uiderint , quas tcrras , qux maria perluftrarint , q> d 
fortc ad eas ufqj rcgiones pcnctrarinr, quas uafta oceani fpatia diuidut 
i nobis,quas'c^ habitantcx nationes,qiias grico uocabulo antipodas 
uocamus )Cp ucftigia nobis cotraria inCftat,tum ucro illi febcatos du/ 
cunt,&cu5 magnishoibus coparandos.Qn^^^ taliiimrcru fpcfticu/ 
la dtJpcritx multitudini ijtas fuppcditant uoIuptatcs,quato gaudio,q 
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foelcfli iucunditatccomplcrifquaucfdatnbrofia ncccfTccftanimu phi 
lofophi cum pulchcrrimis,& plane diuinisfcmpcr habitantcm cogi/ 
tationibusf&coelu5,maria,tcrras omncs animocfics,ac no6lcs pcragra/ 
tcmftum occultifTima animantium rcrum,inanimarum'9 principia,& 
caufas acuminc mcnris intucntcm i nec^ carum ortus , progrcffus ,fincs 
ignorantcmftum criam fyderum naturas ,cffcftus,motus,conucrfio/ 
nc^9 mulripliccs notan tcmfad illam dcnic^ admirabilcm mcntiu xtcu 
narum cognitioncm ufc^ pcnctrantemfEnimucro,fi conucnicntcr na/ 
turac (ux uiucre,unicuiqi optimu cft,maximc'cp iucundum,nihil pro/ 
fcfto hominiconringcrcpotcftarquc duIcc,acoptabilc,utuitaamcn/ 
ris agitationc pcrmanans ♦ Etcnim mcns in hominc longc plurimum 
cxccllit ,porro id quanquc rcmmaximc clTc iudicandum cftjquod in 
quac^ rc pnedpuum,atcp optimum cxiftit,ut cxploratum ciTc dcbcat, 
homincm fuam mcntcm porifFimum cfrc,& qui mcntis adc fruatur, 
cum fua propria uita maximc pcrfrui,& ob cam caufam tam bene^atc^ 
iucundc uiucre,ut nulia impcria,nullac opcscumdus hominis ftudiis, 
& dclc(?tarionibusc6fercndac{reuideantur.Quid?non'nc Dcum bca/ 
riirimumcflTc dcmonftrauimus ex eo,qudd pcrpctua fui conteplationc 
fruercturfoportet igitur hominum uitam fuauiflima5,beatiflimamqf 
contincri ea potiflimu aaione,qu2 diuinae pxima,maximc q? cognata 
cxiftit^Quamobrcm uidemus,cscteras animantes a fummiboni confe/ 
cutionc longiflimc abcflc,proptcrea g? mentis,& intelligentix nulla CU5 
iisparticulacomunicata cft.Itaquc uita menrium fcmpitcmarum pcr/ 
fc^lc,cumulatc9 bcatacft ,quia pcrfe<3o intclligcndi muncrc pcrfun/ 
gunmr,homincsautem pcrindebcari funt^utquifqjadhuius pulchcr/ 
rimar aftionis fimilitudincm pxime accedit,cuius cxtcra animaliacum 
cxpertia fint,fummi ctiam boni cxcellenti prarftantiadcfici neceflc cft. 
Diccndumcftigitur,bcatam uitam pcrucnire,quoadprogredi potcft 
maximarum rcrum contemplatio , & in quibus mcntibus maior infic 
hw:uirtus,has mcntesuitam colerc bcatiorem,& maioribusgaudiis 
abundantcm.Cum itac^ ncfol quidcm luccm igniculi tantum fplcn/ 
dorc fuo uincat,quantum mcns illaalriflTima menrihominum infimac 
antecellit,qua!nampcr illum Dcum,dc quo loquimur,autuiscloque/ 
tiac diccndo , aut acics ingcnii cogitando uel minimam paricm poflit 
adumbraixdulccdinis,&iucunditaris,quam pcrdpiifcmpiternis fecu/ 
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lonimitatibusfummusDcusrcmctipfum intclligctido,& illam fuam 
pulcherrimam forma3,pcrfcdi(rimam'<j contcmplando? Habct igitur 
omniumrcrumparcns admirabilitatcm certctantam,ut nihil admira/ 
dum xqut uidcatur, ac fiqua mcns poflit tanti numinis maicftatcm, 
& abfolurinimam pcrfcdioncm fatis admirari, colcrc, ucncrari * Qii« 
cum talia (int,quisaudcat ncgarc,Dcum non modouitamcfTc^fcdctia 
uitam pra!ftantifrimam,bcatilTimam'c^?fcilicct adlus mentis, & agitatio 
uita cft,& praeflabilis illa quidcm/naximc'9 cxccllcns, Dcus aute pu/ 
rilTimus cft a6ius nihilomnino admiftum,nihil duplcx,nihil copula/ 
tumin fcfec6tincn5,cum'<^ fua fpontc,fua ui talis cxiftat,nihil aliud 
nifi fcipfum intclligcns,& comprchcndcns , profcfto^ adus illius uita 
pcrfc6lifljma, & fempitcrna fit^neccflfc cft,utiam non fitcunflandum 
gffirmarc,Dcum cfl^canimal optimum,a!tcrnu,quamobrcm Dcus uita 
fruitur,atc^ jeuocontinuato,& pcrcnni,ncc^ aliud ccrtecxiftitfan61ifli/ 
mumilludnumcn,nifiuitaoptima,pcrpctua,&fcmpircrna,cquopere/ 
ni,auguftiffimo'c^ fontc uniuerfis animantibus uitamanat,& fpiritus, 
^ naturis inanimatis formaomnis,& omnis cxiftcndi,ac pcrmancndi 
Ui? munificc,plixc,largc fuppcditatur.His cxpofitisomni luccclarius 
apparcrc potcft,qua iniuftc,& parumfapicnter Pfcufippus,& Pytha/ 
gorjci naturam principii cxagitarint,atquc contcmpfcrint,(ciIicct Ji,cu j 
fcmina ftirpium,& animalium uidiflent impcrfc(ftum quidda cflTe^atci^ 
impolitum,quacucro indcgigncrcntur,naturam habcrc abfolutam,& 
fuis omnibusnumcris,& partibuscxplctam,cx principio rcs qiiidcm 
bonas,& pcrfcdlas oriri,fcdipfum cflTc inchoatum, & rudc,ac deformc 
cxiftimarunt,qudd feminibus rcrum,naturam,& nomen principiitri/ 
bucrcnt,& omncm uim initioruj ciufdcm modi cfic iudicarcnt,(cdpa/ 
fum ccric ifti homincs uidcrunt,cur cnimhoc nominc pra:claro non 
yfficcrcnt potius res pcrfcftas,at<jj abfolutas,undc fcmina ipfagcncran/ 
tur,& fluuntfDiccndum cft igitur,animalium,& omnium coru5,qu» 
tcrranafcunwr,ucra principiacxiftcrc non femina aliqua,fcd naturas 
cas,3 quibus unaqusc^ resprogignitur,funt autcm natune iWx bipar/ 
titjp^am qua: gcncra a fui fimilibus cffinguntur,in iiscademcft plan^ 
abfoIutio,perfc6lio'c^ parentum,& narorum,at quibus in gcncribus 
qua! procrcata funt,nullam habent fimilitudine cum procrcatonbus, 
in iis t4ntumabcft,utprincipiu gignendificdctcrius us,qus nafcuntur 
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ab illo,ut criam admirabilc (it,quantu cxccllat,fiquidcm haru omnium 
rcrum gcncrator cft SoI,&orbis illc obliquus in duodccim figna di/ 
ftributus,cuius ambitu Sol ipfe,& Luna,&: rcliqux Stcllx,quae uocan/ 
tur crrantcs,difparibus quzquc tcmporibus Iuftrant*Quinimmo nihil 
aut fcrax,autad partuscdcndos natum,atquc aptum clTc pofTit^nifi uis 
illa prjcpotcns folis animantibus acriis,aquatilibus,tcrrcnis'qj foccudi/ 
tatcm iargiatur,quamobrcm Ariiiotdcs hanc ftcllam profpcram,& 
falutarcm appcllat ^triHTiKiJf , qudd illaomniumrcrumfitprocrcatrix, 
& parcns,idcm'q; homincm dicit a Solc gcncrari,atqj hominc«Eft igi/ 
tur natuiaprincipiorum,contra atquc Pythagorxi dicunt, cxcdlens, 
abfoIuta,cIaborata,& pcrpoIita,primi autcm principii , dc quo paulo/ 
antc diflcruimuSjtanta cft pulchritudo,tam'que admiiabilis,incrcdibi/ 
lis'quc pcrfcdio, ut quicquid aliud puIchcrrimum,optimum,abfoIu/ 
tiflimumin uniuerfo cmincrc uidctur,atquc cxcellerc,fitillius prxftan/ 
liftimx natura: adumbratum fimulachrum , & quidam obfcurifrima 
imago«His rcbus ad hunc modum cxplicatis,fatis pcrfpicuc docuifTc 
uidcmur , fubftantiam aliquam dfc immobiIem,ac fcmpitcrnam,& ab 
otnni carum rcrum,quz (enfu contincntur , coniun^ionc fccretam* 
Explicatum cft autcm in libris dc motu ,candcm nulla magnitudinc 
pr^ditamcfte^fed partibuscarcrc,atqucindiuiduam cxiftcrc,ncqj ulla 
rationc fccari,diftfahi'qj poffc^quippc qujc motum coelo afFcrat fcm/ 

E'ternum,cx quo intclligidcbct,uimcius infinitamcfTe.ncqj ullis fccu/ 
rumtcrminiscircunfcriptam,cum'qj nihil finitum infinitam uimha/ 
bcrcpofTit^fubftantiam immobilcm omni magnitudinc tcmiinata ca/ 
rcrc ncceftc cft,at immcnfam , atquc intcrminatam habcrc qui pofTit? 
cum nulla amplitudo talis cxiftat in rcrumnatura,utalibi argumentis 
nccefTariis ab Ariftotelc conclufum cftJtaquc cus omnismagnitudo 
ud finitafit,uclinfinita,fcquitur,quodimmcnfis uiribus pncditumfit, 
id ncquccorpuscfrc,ncqucuIIamcumcorporibus focictatcm habcrc» 
Dcclaratum cft itcm,candcmfubftantiam impatibilcmcxiftcrc^ocm'^ 
cffugcrc uim , atquc imprcfTioncm carum rcrum , qua^ uaric fcnfus af/ 
ficcrcfoIcnt,quodgcnus Grarci aAAoicj<rir , noftri philofophi altcratio/ 
ncm uocant. Jd ucro ita cfTcjfacilcquiuis intdligat,fi fccum ipfccon/ 
(idcrct,rdiquos motus omncs cftc poftcriorcsiIIo,qui adlocumpcrti/ 
neat^quo motu cum prima onuiiuni rerum caufa uacua fit,ca:tcris item 



ttrcre,ratio ipfadocctjfublatocnimprimo omnia confcqncnria tol/ 
lunrur,iraquc in nullam planc rcmuidcas cadcrc ca?rcras mutarioncs, 
quin candcm mobilirarc loci prafdira^ ccrnas«Et profc6td inrucn liccr, 
in hac pulchcrrima uniucrfidcfcriptioncadmirabilcmqucndam ordi/ 
ncm adhibiru5 cffc,ut a primis naturis,& quodammodoinchoatis ad 
pcrfc(5^iorcs fcmpcr afccndcrctur , ufqucdum ad ultimas^abfoIutifTi/ 
mas'quc pcrucntum cfTcr^Etcnim cumomncmnaturam corporcamo/ 
bilcm clTc oportcrct patibilcm'c^,qua!corporacaducaforcnr,magis'cp 
concrcra.ca omni mutarionum gcncripropofirafucrunr,ut nulla uis 
cxtcrna cffcr,quam accipcrc,fcrre'qj non poflTcnt^at globi xthcrii , qui 
facilc inrcr cun(5las naruras corporcas cxccIlcrcnr,mutationclod,quac 
pnBflanriorcfTcr^adcpti funr,rcliquas omncs cffugcrunr.Gradus aurcj 
rcrum altiflimuscft carum mcnrium,qua: flnccorporibusuirajcolunc 
bcarifl^imam,& fcmpircrnam,quas dccuir cflc omnino imparibilcs ,im/ 
mobilcSjOmnisquc mutationis cxpcrtcs,cum caetcris omnibus ipf^c & 
motum affcrrcnr,& ranrum ad honorcm,& dignirarcm anrcccllcrcnr, 
quanrumnc cogirationc quidcmcomprchcndi porcd. Mccp ucro no$ 
pra!tcrir,qua»pauloantc a nobis brcuifllmc pcrftrida fucrunt dcui fi/ 
nita rcrum,infinira'cp,ca folcrc a multis copiofc dilarari,quc)d is locus 
amplifllmam difpurandi matcriam fubminiftrcr,fcd nos fuis quajqj lo/ 
cis diccndz cxiftimamus,quamobrc hx quxftioncsad Iibros dcmotu 
cum pcrrincanr,illarum rra^iarioncm cd rcfcruamus,habcmus cnim in 
animo,cos libros intcrprctari,fi uira fuppcrcr,&noftrx ualcrudinis in/ 
firmiras id parictur,intcrim pcrfcquamur illa,quapmagisarringunt ca? 
difputationcm,quxnobis a principioinflitura c(t,cum'qi apcrtcdo/ 
ciicrimus,fubftanriam aliquam immobilcm cfllratq? SEtcrnnm,in qua 
nihil admillum infirconcrcrum'uc,nunc,quod rcliquum cft,qua?ra/ 
mus,una'nc cxifbat huius gcncris,an pKircs,& fi plurcs,quot numcro 
fint poncnds.Scd opcrscprctiumcfl,aliomm quoq^ di(5la mcminiflc, 
& commcmorarc,quanquam ncmo fcrc anrc Ariftordcm quicquam 
fufpicarus cft dc fubihntiis corporcuacatibusprxrcr idcarum inucn/ 
torcs,qui ramcn ipfiad .hanc noflram quxflionc^cxplicandam nihil 
omnino dcfiniti,aut pferfpicuifuppcdifarc pofrunt,ctcntm idcas eflfc 
numcrosuolunt,dc ntimcroru autcm copia nihil habcnt planc^quod 
liqucat,modo cnim infinitani corum multitudincintroducunt^modo 
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tsfiram pauaratcm,utcos ultra dccafTpccJcrc non putcnt,nc9 tamcn , 
cur itaacfiniant numcros,doccnt,aut argumcntum aliquod grauc,& 
ncccnarium ad fidcm facicndam adhibcnt.Nobis autcmca,quz difpu/ 
tata funt adhuc,uiamfacilcm,fldcompcndiariamapcrircuidcntur,qua 
poflimusad ucritatehuiusqusftionis pcrucnircDocuimus4i»unum 
cfTcprincipium uniucrfi,quod ipfum planc immobilcmancns,motu5 
primumcicrct cundcm qi unum,ac fcmpitcrnu ,cum ucro omnia,qu« 
moucntur,ab aliquo moucantur,&principium moucndi imobilccffcp 
& fcmpitcrnum motum a fcmpitcrno,unum'9 ab uno manarc fit nc/ 
ccffcjCum^pnBtcrcoucrfioncmillamfimpliccm^qua primamcns im/ 
mobilisuniucrfumaithcra abortu ad occafum immutabili rationc in 
orbcm contorquct,uidcamus alias itcm ztcrnas drciiuc(5honcs carum 
ftcllarum,quap crrarcdicuntur,corpus cnim uoIubilc,ac rotundum 8C 
immortalicft natura,& fcmpcr in motu cft,ut in phyficis cxplicatum 
fuitjharc omnia cum uidcamus ita fc habcrc,quid potcft clTc iamcaufe, 
curdubitcmus,fuam cui(^ fphxrzfubftantiam immobilcm,artcrnam'c]^ 
attribucrc,quarmotioncm illam pcrpctua,&contincntcmcitctfEtcnim 
cum natura ftcllarum,fcmpitcrna quxdam fubftantia fit,talcm itc5 cfTc 
quanq; uim moucntcm ncccflc cft,id cnim,quod mouct,priuscft mo/ 
to,6:quod prius cft fubftantia,fubftantiamcflLC confitcndumcft,cum 
nihil aliud hnc huius gcncris adminiculo poflit c6fiftcrc4ltac|j fi unus, 
fimplcx'(p motus ab una , & fimplici caufa nafcitur,utdcmonftratum 
cftab AriftotcIc,concludcndumuidctur,quot ftdlarii fintcurfus,con/ 
ucrfioncs'c|j globorum,totidcm fubftantias moucntcs cflcnatura fcmpi 
tcma,plancc5 imobili,qua:non fcnfu,fcd intdligcntia contincntur,cu5 
fintcorporiscxpcrtcs,ncqj fccari,aut diuidi poffint,proptcrca qcf uim 
habcant infinitam,utfupra diximus,nulla'9 uistalisin aliquamagni/ 
tudinc cxiftat» Quod igiturqua?rcbamus,una'nc fubftantia imobilis 
cflct,an pIurcs,quotfc^ numcro e(Ccnty\d iaminucftigatumnobis,conv 
pcrtum'(^ cft,itcm'quc illud apparcrc potcft,ut quifcpglobus ordtne 
antcccdat,aut fcquatur,ita quancp fubftantiam aut priorc,aut poftcrio/ 
rcm cflTc^qudd aftrops^mcntium^c^ fuarum unus,idcm'c^ fit ordo,atquc 
dcfcriptio.Ncqi ucro fumus ncfcii,quid hotrunichriftiano dcnumcro 
carum,& natura fit fcnticndum,fcd nunc Ariftotdcm intcrprctamurj 
dcinccps faucntcDco thcologia: noftra: oracula fanifla cxplicaiuru 



^ Jllam itaquc mcntcm prarfhntifTimam^qu» uniucrfam sthcris molcmi 
concitatiflima cirdjuc^honcconucrfat,primum locum obtincrc,& rdi/ 
quisfubftantiis immobilibus natura,&dignitatc antcirc,ucl globicius 
pr2ftantia,cui prxpofitacft,apcrtiflimc nobisindicarcpotcrt,uidcmus 
cnimrcliquosorbcs ad iIliusmotum,& conucrllonedirigcrc fuoscur/ 
fus tanq ad fincm,idcm'9 altiflimam naftus cft rcgionc5,atqj a noflris 
domiciliis longifGmc diflantcm, qualcm obtincrc dcccbat principcm 
orbiumrcIiquo9^,mundi'qj przcipuus modcratore.Amplitudo ucro 
dus cft tanta,ut cztera conrincar,ar9 arccat complcxu fuo,a nullo con 
tincatur ipfc,Quid loquar dc innumcrabili multitudincftcllaru?qu« 
in coinfixa:fpIcndorcfuo,& admirabili pulchritudinc infatiabilc fpc/ 
ftaculum mortalibus prxbcnt,& cundlis naturis uitale uim largiuruc 
&maximcfalurare,cumrcliqu2 fphjcnEuniustantum lydcriscandorc 
coIIuccant»QuidmobiIitas?non'nc tam rapida,tam'qjincitata cft,utcu 
infcriorafydcra multus ranporisconfumant in luflrandisminoribus 
circulis,ipfc uno circuitu dicm,no<51cm'qj conficiatf Itaq? mcns ramno/ 
bilc,tam' qj prarclaru animans corpus,finc dubitationc cartcris mcnribus 
diuinisnonloco foIum,fcdnaturactia prior cflc,atqj honorc,ac digni/ 
tatcpIurimumantcccllcrcputandacfl^Quinctia utquarqj fpharra fu/ 
pcriorcm I0CU3 tcnct,ita fupcriorc,acpotiorccoditionc cft,utquorun/ 
dam Anftotclicop^ cft fcntcntia^doccnt.n.continetiacorporauim for/ 
tnx maiorcm obtincrc,& ob cam caufam pcrfaftiora cflTc^muIro^qj antc/ 
(hrc,atqj ad ca,qu« corincanrur,candmihaberc ^porrioncm,compa/ 
rationenVqj,quam torum adparrehabcr.itac^ftellas alriorcs efficicnria 
in fcfccohiberc potiorc3,qu3E'cp inomncs partcslatius patcrcuidcatur, 
cum'qj altiflimum globumajtcrnitatis parcntc,atc^dFc<5torem cflr coti 
ftct,indcficridicunt,utquo ftclla quarcp uiciniorcm illi orbcmrcneat, 
hoc cffc^lus pariat diutumiorcs,&cumtrcsprimacfupcrioresadnatu/ 
ras rcrum caducarum ftabiIicndas,optimcquc tcmpcrandas,& tuedas 
uimhabeantadmirabilcm,reliquas infcriorcs ad motum,& uarictates 
cfficicndas pIurimumuaIcrcconfirmant,co'qj in ^cncrcpulchcrrimam 
SolisftclIamprincipatuobtincrc^potcntianVcpillius in rebus imutan/ 
dis maximc infigncm,atc^ illuftrcm cxiftcrc, undc forraflTc farftum cft, 
Ut hoics do(fti illam duccm appcllarcnt,ac principcm,& modcratriccm 
luminum rcliquopi/nundi'cp mcntcm,&: tcmpcrationcm,quaquam id 
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magis cos impalifTc uidctur ad ha^c diceda, cp uidcrcnt globum Solis 
& rplendore,& magnitudinc longc pneftarc,& rcliquorum fydcrum 
motionibus uagis modcrari , qua: quidcm confidcratio tantum mo/ 
mcnti habctjUt nonulli Pcripatetici nobilcs cxiftimarint,non abfurda 
cam opinioncm forc,fiquis dicar,mcntem illam,auar curfum tcmpcrat 
Solis,nobiIitatcpxima5 cflc ab alti(rima,primam cius progcnie cxi/ 
ftcrc,undcpoftcamcns ftcllas faturnia? ppagctur^Qudd fiquasfpharrac 
altitudinc prajftant ct capacitatc,cxdcm prarftant dignitatc,cxcclletia'(^ 
natura?,idem profc<5ld cucnirc ncccfTc cft in mcntcs illasdiuinas,quaru 
illaropcra uolubilitatc fcmpitcrnaucrfantur»Scd qua!rataliquis,cur cr/ 
rantium fydcrii ca,qu« f pius a tcrraabfunt,cclcrifatc uigcant,fuos9 
citiusconnciant,&peragretorbcs,quam fupcriora#Ecquidaccidcrc id 
diccndumclV^quddinmcntibus carummaiorinfit uis,arquc prxftan/ 
tiafat hoc rcpugnat iis,quxdi6la funt modo.An potius ha^cminorcs 
ambitusluftrant,altiora autcm magnitudinc corpopL» tardiora effcui/ 
dcntur,cum tamen uelociftimcmoucantur? Quod fupcrcft,quando 
accurata ucritatis inquifitionc ad camfcicntiampcrucntum cft,ut iam 
compcrtum,cxpIorarum'qj planc' habcamus,fubftantias immobilcs, 
quxmcntes fingularcs appcllantur,plurcs unacxiftcrc,rcs ^fc^^d po/ 
ftularc uidctur,utdc ^crcarionc illaru,& pcrfc(5lionc nonulla diflfcra/ 
mus dcfcntctia PeripatcticopL!,idqj brcuirer,&fummatim,uenit«n.no/ 
bisin mcntcm aliquado ucrcn,nccui noftrahacdifputationcsultra,q 
fatis cft,proccderc uidcantur,quanquam res grauilTimx^maximc^quc 
difHcilcs nccpoccupatis hominibus fcribuntur,nccp dclicatis,qudd fi/ 
quisamorephilofophixincenfusfcfeinliteras abdidit,& omnc fuum 
ftudiumucritatisindagationi dicauit , huic ccrtcnulla oratio aut lon/ 
gior,aut curiofior uidcri poflit,qu2 dc rcbus maximis,& ad cognitionc 
pulchcrrimis habcatur.Principio aiunt PeripatcticijUnaquanqj metcm 
fingularcm fcipfamintclligcrc,id'quc planum ficri ex co,qcr mcnri no/ 
ftnc contingcrcuidcamus,qus pcrdpicndis iis,qu2 fub inrclligcnriam 
caduntjfcipfam folcat cognofccrc,cum cius cflcntia fit cadcm,qu2 rc^i 
animocomprchcnfaru5,g? fimcnshominis,proptcrcaquia matcrixno 
cft affixa,tamctfi cxcapcndcrcuidcatur,praeclaram illa^ uim confccuta 
cft,ut fcfccoucrtat informamcius,qcf intclligit,& unum,ac idcmcfii/ 
daturatcj illud,quid quatfo diccndum cftdc mcndbus illis folutis,ac 



Iibcris,& ab omni concrctionc fciun^s , plancq? intcgris,atqj fynccrisf 
quis inquam (lubitcc,incogcncrcintcIIigcntcm,at(^ icl,quo(l intclligi/ 
tur,magisunumcffici,q cfficiatur innobisfExplicatuscftaut^inlibris 
dc anima,id,quod intclligitur,intclligcntis eflc formam,& pcrfaflion^, 
utconfitcndu5cfre uidcatur,quodpcrcipiant mcntesfingularcs prsetcr 
fcmctipfas,id caufamquodamodocfficicntcm,& forma,&fincmip(a^ 
cxiftcrc,& quxficprocrcata fint^ncccffario procrcatorcs fuos intcUig^ 
tia comprchcndcrc,atqueiftarcciprocari,utquod intclligit mcnsprac/ 
tcr fcmctipfam,i(i eam fingat,& formct,& qcf mcntcm fingit,& fom^at, 
id abcaintclligatur,planeqj nofcatur,ncqj*n.ficri potcft,utcfFc<5lusali/ 
quisfcicntiam fuiconfcquatur,quin idemcaufam norit,undcmanat,& 
gignitur,atquimcnsqua:q} fcip(amintclligit,igitur caufam quoc^ fuaj 
intclligit^Cum autcm mcns una prima cxi(lat,qu« feipfam coprehcn/ 
dat,rcliquas autcm omncs coprchcnfa progignat,idcnVqj fic in co ma/ 
ximc gcncrc intclligcns,intcllc(Jhjm'cp,& ob camcaufam illarum quarcji 
fit una,non tamcn hinc effici putandum c(l,cadcm mentcs omncs fim/ 
plicitatc pncditas cfTcjhoc cnim pofito tollctur omnc prxftantitc, pcr/ 
fc6lionis'q}difcrimen,& ultima primis c(rcparia,coccdendumcrit,nccp 
iamunuscxiflct princcps,quifitomnium pcrfc^ftifTimus^atcjj optimus, 
tnaxime c^ fimplcx,&cunfiarum rcrumxtemarum,caducarum9 po/ 
tcftatc dignilTimus^Itat^ in rcbus ccrleftibus hanc fimplicitatis,& co/ 
gnitionis rationcm,atc^ ordinem cfTe uolunt philofophi ab A riftotdc 
profefti,pcrfcdc»n,fimpliccm,atcp unumeffc iudicant fummum Dcu, 
qui femctipfum intclligat, nullo aducnticio,cxtcmo'qj adiumcnto ad 
idmunus prasrtantiffimu fungendumutcns.Ad ciusautcmpcrfc6ho/ 
ficmproximcacccdere fentiuntfccundam mcntcm,quxcx illius intclli/ 
gentia nafcatur,eo'qj foIo,atcpuno ad fcnofccndumcgcat» Tcrtiij gra/ 
dum tenerc dicunt fecundam procreationcm,cius ucro iam dupliccm 
caufam c(Tc,primum dico principiu5,& (ccundum^quop; illa cognitio/ 
ncconfiftat,coqj minus fimpliccm,minus'cp indiuidua cxiftcrc,&quo 
longius ab altiffima mcntc fubftantiac rccclfcrint,co plus c6crctionis,& 
copulationisin fcfccontincrc,qu6d carum intdligetia plura principia 
compIcftatur,aquibusformam,uim,c(fcntiamaccipiant ,g? fiqujcque 
illamm dcbcatunacxiftcrc,ncccffec(l pfc6lc),ut quod ucnitin cuiufq? 
intcliigcntia,eiiflat&ipfum unum,idautcmuna racioncfieri potcd^fi 
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tolurailla principia, quibus intcUigcndisunaqusqj oritur,atquc con/ 
hlbt,ad unum omnia lcfc cfFcrant, aggrcgcntque pnncipmm, quod 
clk ucrc unum , 8L fimplcx , pcrFcdumquc , caulacj laiucaris , dC prx/ 
potcns, quamobrcmmultadcfint,& numcrcntur,^ quo quicquc 
propius,aut longiusabillo abcflccontigcrit,hocmagis, autminus 
cumco naturam iimplicitatis , &. unius communicatam cffc, ncccflc 
cll, quo fit,ut mcns humana,qui inftmum locum t^ncat,antc rcliquas 
omncs mcntcsconcrcta, 6L multiplex cflcuidcatur ♦ Hxc Pcripatcti/ 
ci,icd ucritas huiusquzllionis a thcologiachriftiana pctcndacll:,qu« 
dclapladccoelo loia potclt dchocgcncrc ueriflima lentirc', &loqui, 
nosautcmad cnudeandas Arifl:otclis fcntetias lam rcucrtamur, Con/ 
dulum eil argumentishuius philolbphi, tot fublhntias immobiics 
cfl*cnumeradas,quotcflcnt coucrfionescoeiclhu globoru,cftaute nu/ 
mcrus carum accipicndus ab aftroiogia , quz cx diiaplinis mathema/ 
ficis ardiflimam cumphiiofophia locictatcm habct, qudd ipfius in/ 
quifitio, contcn^piatioc^adfubftantiamipcdct corporcamiflam qui 
dcm , fcd pcrcnncm , ac lcmpitcrnam,rciiqua! autcm omncs in iis,quz 
ipfirubftantiacadiunda lunt, ucriari loicant , ut arithmcticac, acgco/ 
mctrix fcicntia , quarum altera nuincros , aitcra magnitudincs conlidc 
rat ♦ Plurcs ita<^ motioncs corum corporum cflTc , qusc uoluuntur in 
coelo ,ucl iisapcrtum dfc dcbct, qui icientiam lydcrum icuitcratti/ 
gcrunt,ftdlarum cnim uagantium qua:^ non una,icd multiplici c6/ 
uerfionccircufcrtur , qua quidcm dc rc liccxpiicantaftrologis dodo 
res,fydcrum tripiiccm dfc motioncm, quarum una ab uniucrfismor/ 
talibus alpcdu oculorum comprchcndatur,camdico, quafydera ab 
oricntc commcant ad occidcntcm,altcram autcm a uulgari intdiigcn/ 
tia rcmotam cflTc^quam Mathematici obfcruando notcnt,nonnuiiis 
opcribus manu fadisadcam inucftigationcm ufi, atquc idquidcmo 
tionis gcnus bipartitumcflx doccnt , qudd nonnulla brcui tcmporc, 
quzdamuix longinqua obfcruationc animaducrtifoIcant,qualcs for 
laflrcincrrantiumftdiarumlapfus numcrarc pofl^imus,quosantiquio 
rumncmopcrccpit,atuagantiumfydcrumcurfus,non itaiongo tcm 
porc ad obleruandum egcnt , luftratio cnim Solis annuum fpatium, 
Lunx non amphus mcnftruum rcquirit*Tcrtiummotionis gcnus 
^uila ad immcnfi tcmpor is animaducrfionc nocari potcft,nam fola 



rationis,& cogiradonis uiaad illius fdcntiapcrucnitur,liquidcm plu 
rcb errantiucurlus adrcnrum,& rpccicmruntuniufmodi, 6L fimpliccs, 
quos rario docctcopuIatosc(Tc,&[ multiformcs,uidcasenimilIas tum 
uelocius labi,tum tardius,tum antcuerfus cdcrarc, lu rctrorfum uchi, 
tum-adcoeliucrticcaullralcm coucrtcrccurriculu, tumadaquilonale, 
atquircpugnat id natur2corporisa»thcrii,cuiusagitationcm omncm 
& limplice,&: ab omni tcmcritatc,atc^ inconftantia rcmotiffimam cflc 
oportctjUt ab Arillotelcin libris dcmotu apertifiimc dcmonlhatum 
clt.Quarcudiligcntius animaducrtcrcnt Mathematici, ncccfTc habuc 
runt introduccrcmultipliccs motus,quibus ifticrrorcs,&quafifortui 
tscoucrfioncs adordineadduccrcnrur,dcnumcroaute eoru cxponc/ 
musbrcuitcr fcntetias quorijdamaft:roIogo^',quodcfinitam aliquam 
fumma poftimus in animis noftris habcrc informata , ncc^ tamcn hac 
fimplici expoficioccotcnti cflcdcbcbimus,aut fatis cflc putarc ca, qu* 
a fuperioris ztatis hominibus rcpcrta finc, fed qu^da nos inueftigarc 
conucnicf,qua:daitcmabiispcrdifccre,quiomne ccmpus inquiredo, 
Icrucando in reru coelcftium cognitionc confumunc, qui fiquid co/ 
rum,qu2 diccntur,minus approbarint,aut noui aliquid ipfi fuo pne/ 
ftanti ingcnio pcpcrcrint,maximarccrtcgratiar&iis,& uctcribus habc 
d«,atquc'agedxcrunt,quopi opcra ad pcrceptioncm, cognitioncm'9 
rcrumpulchcrrima^ adiuti fuerimus, cam ucro fcntcncia ccncbimus, 
quxad fimilitudine ucri uidcatur clTc ppcnfior. Hacc prarfatus Arifto 
tcIcsadexpIicandasopinioncsEudoxi,& Callippidcnumcro Iphar/ 
rarum aggrcditur^fumma totius rci breuiccr cxpones, q? carum rcrun\ 
iradatio diligens adaftrologiar potius,cjprimx philofophiimunus 
fpc(flarc uidcatur,quaobrem nec nos quidein iis cxplanadis quicqua 
Gomorati fumus,cu prajfcrcim fcircmus,Hicronymu Fracaftoriij hanc 
parccmelcganccr,&cnuclcacc inccrprccaciicffc in fuis Homoccntricis, 
qucm Iibrumillchoc annomifitad PAVLVM^III» Pont. Max» 
Etcnimcum Hipparchus,& qui fccuti func'cum,nacurale aftrologiaj 
cum philolophia fociccace dircmiftcnt^cas difciplinas iccrpoficis nc/ 
liaoqbus circulis c6mcciciis,& fi<ftis ita diftraxiftcnc^uc nulla amplius 
racionccoirc pofleuidcrcncur,cxtitit aliqn loanncs Baptifta Turria/ 
nus cximiu fcculi noftri dccus,qui duaru grauiflimaru artlum diflcn 
^one,acdiflidiumoIcftiflimcfcrrct , icaqj magnitudinc frctus ingcniij 
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& dcxfhinar.quibus rcbus J ut crtcris omnibus uiitutibus,mirabilitcr 
florebatyindicucratcas rcconciliarc^atquc ad prillinam rcuocarc con/ 
cordiam , iam'quc huius pulchcrrimi conacus przclara fundamcnta 
icccrat^cum fubito cccc uis mortifcra morbi hominem immorcalicacc 
dignuminuafic^quaillcconfumptus ad ca fydcramigrauit,qua:dicS| 
acnodcs cogicacioncpcragrabar,IcaIiam fua clariflima lucc orbacam, 
& grauilFimo moerorc confcdam rdinqucnsiAgcndac funtigitur inV 
morcalcsgracia! Hicronymo Fracaflorio uiro omni libcrali dodrina 
policiffimo , acquc pcrfcdo , qui cum a Turriano hominc fibi ami/ 
ciflimo nonnuila femina cius difpucationis acccpifrcc,ex iis pulchcr/ 
Kimc>5,atquc ubcrrimos foecus propagauit cdico libro diuino,& pla/ 
&e cceledi , in quoeorum omnium, qua; in curfibus (lellarum admi/ 
iabilia,&quafi conrra racionem acciderc uidcncurinccdlo^cam lucu/ 
Icncc,cam'9 fubciliccr caufas perfecucus cftomncs,ucex iislods uc/ 
niflc , non uc cas ipfc rcpcrifTc uidcaiur , ica omnia qua(i ancc oculos 
ponic , ica nihil ufquam occurric, quod cum phyCcis racionibus,6C 
prifidpiis,ac progrciTionibus nacurz non mirabiliccr confcnciac»Ica^ 
magni huius uiri admirabilc ingenium , & cxcellencifrima do^trina 
aftrologiz , philofophiajquc dilciplinas mulcaiam fccula graucs ini/ 
micit/as inter fc gerenccs fcliciflimc reconciIiauic,easqj cam arftonc/ 
ccdicudinis uincuIocongIutinauic,uc nullius ingenii callidicas unqua 
fucura fic canca , qux poflic amplius carum amiciciam diflbciare»Quo/ 
drca fi fcncencias Eudoxi,& Callipi,acquc iis cciam longe mcliora dc 
iiumerogIoborumcoEJcftium,dc'qj difparibuscorum mocionibus in/ 
telligerc aucas , oftcndimus Cibi foncem,undc poflfis ubcrrima omniu$ 
carum rcrum haurirc fcienciam>& honcflifllmam Ccim admirabili cuj 
uolupcacc rcft^ingucrc,nobis aucem hoc loco fic facis,ea,qua! fimpli/ 
dccr cxpofica func ab Ariftocele iis dc rebus,cocidem pcnc ucrbisfub/ 
fcribcrc dc gricco cxprefla,nc quis forcc in noftro hoc opufculo rcqui/ 
lat hanc partcm^Eudoxus itaquc SoIis,& Lunx conucrfionem crinis 
ucran^ fphirisconcincri cxiftimabar,quarumprima quidcm forctca, 
<fix fydcrum incrrancium cflfcc^fccundam ucro fcnciebat pcr cum cir/ 
culum tcndcrc,qui pcr mcdiumfignifcrumorbcmduccrctur,tcrtiam 
pcrcum fcrri,quiobIiquuscflit in ipfalatitudinc fignorum»Amplio/ 
rcm autcm latitudincm cflx cam , in qua circulus illc obliquus forct, 
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ptr qucm Lunai curfus labcfctur,quam is,pcrquchi Sofis StcIIa cclc/ 
rarct.Errantium autcm fydcrum cuiquc quatcmas rpharras afTignabar, 
atquc carum pnmam,&fccunclam candcm uolcbat clTcjquam illarus, 
ctcnim quacincrrantium forct^cam ipfam cffc,quaiomncs circuuchc/ 
rct jillam itcm cundis cxiftcrccommuncm, quz fub prima coUocata 
pcr circulum cumuoIucrctur,qui pcrmcdiangna du6luscflct,tcrriam 
ucro omnium fphseram fuosaxcs incodcm,qucm mododiximus,cir/ 
culo infixoshabcrc,at quartar conucrfioncm pcr tranfucrfum ad mc/ 
dium circulum cius incicari^EflTcautcm tcrtia: fpharracaxcscaetcrisqui/ 
dcm ftdlis fuos cuiquc proprios,at Vcncris,&: Mcrcurii cofdcmcflr» 
Callipus autcmin globorum dcfcriptionc abEudoxonihil difcrcpa/ 
bat,nam idcm planc utriquc ordo ,cadcm'c^ intcrualla placcbant, to/ 
tidcm'quc faturnixftcllx^acbcncfico louis fulgori fpharras attribuc/ 
bant,at Solis,& Luns curfibusduasprartcrca addcndas ipfe ccnfcbaf, 
fiquis carum rcru5,qux in coelo apparcrcnt,caufas clcgantcr cxplicaref 
ucllct,C2tcris autcm crrantibus unam cuiquc adiungcbar*Iam ucro fi 
cunftaf fimul ca dcbcrcnt cfficcrc^qux ccrncrcntur,omnino finguliscr/ 
rantibus totidcm altcrasfph^rasuna minus fcnticbat adhibendas cfle, 
quaeucrfarcnt rctro,& primum globum infcrioris aflri ad cunde con/ 
tincntcr fitum rcuocarcnr,hac cnim una rationc ftcllarum uagantium 
tnotus cas omncs uarictatcs cfficcrcpoflT,quajafpc^lu oculo^^ fcntircn/ 
lur^Cum igituroB fpharra!,in ouibus ipfa? conucrtuntur,alixfinto^lo, 
aiiap uigintiquinquc, atquc innmas folas rctro ucrfari nihil attincat, 
cas dico , in quibus Stella collocata cft, fcouitur ,il!as,qu2 Satumi, 
& louis globosrctrorfum uoIuant,fcx cflc,A V I autcm,qua» idipfu? 
in iisquamorcfficiar,qu3Bdcinccpscofcquuntur«Sph:era9j igitur,quae 
anrc,rctro'q? uoluunt, numcrus cft LV. 9 fi nccp Soli,nc9 Luna^ mo/ 
tioncsilla: adiungantur,quar antca did>;efunt nobis ,fphWac oes crunc 
tioucm,&quadraginta«Summa itaq? fpharra^ hxc fit,quaobrcj ctiam 
fubftanrias ipfas,& principia tum c3,quaffuntimobilia,tum cria5,qu« 
fub a(pc6lu ucniunt,& motu fcmpitcrno pra^dita funt,toride numcro 
cflcjf babilccflr.Quodfiquis rarioncsillas mathcmarico9iccrtas,&nc/ 
Ccflarias rcqrit,ad cos adeat,ccnfco,qui in ifto gcncrc plus nobis ualcnf» 
Illud autcm fcirc oportct,nuIIam fpharrarujconucrfione cxiftcrc,qua^ 
fioA alicjuam ftcUam uchac , in rcruro cnim natura nihil inanc,nihil cft 
ij (upcruacancumi 
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fupCTuacancuni,nihiI,quo(! aliqucm ufuhi non habcat» NuIIa ircm 
fubftantia impatibilis,& fuaptcui confiftcns n6optimacft,maximccp 
oprabilis,& praeftantifTimi finis rationeobrincns,qu2 fi ita fcfc habcnt, 
facilc inrcllcdu cft,nullamaliamnaturam immobilcm,impatibiIcm'cp 
cflc pra?tcr cas,qu» didx funt a nobis ,(iquar cnim alix fmt,moucanc 
ccrtc, cum larionisqua?quc finis cxiftar» Atfatcrincccflc cft,numcrum 
larionumcundcm cflc^arquc morionu,qua! notanrur in flcllis,id cfin 
promptu crit cacorpora con(idcranti,quarfcruntur,cumcnimita ra/ 
tio fit comparata narursE,ur omnc,quod acfcrt,cius corporis caufa mo/ 
ucatur,quoddcfcrrur,nuIIaqucomninofir Iario,quam nonefli opor/ 
tcatpropriam aIicuius,quod fcrarur,concIudi ucriflimc porcfl,nulIam 
planc larioncm fui ipfius graria,aut larionis alrcriuscxiflcrCjfcdipfa/ 
rum flcllarumucftionibus quanquc artributamcflr, nam filatio gra/ 
cia lationis cxiftat,cum cadcm omncs fpccic contincantur,quid ancrri 
potcrir,cur non illiusfincm cflcalteramitidcmlationemconccdcndus 
fit f aut igirur in infinirum progrcdididum crit nobis , aud fi id uitio/ 
fum,contra'quc naturam cft,cogcmur aircucrarc,cuiquclationi fincm 
cflTc propofitum aliquod corum corporam djiiinorum,qux tanquam 
lumina quzdam acccnfa mortalibus colluccnt,pcr'quc cceli fanftiO 
fima rcmpla uolubilirarc (cmpircrna ucrfantur. Scd quoniam rationc 
conclufum cft,menrcs finguiarcs cundcmnumcrum conficcrc,qucm 
fpharras, poflit aliquis hoc loco inftarc,arquc urgcrc,non unum cflc 
mundum,quandoquidcm fucrunr phyfici non obfcuri , qui criam 
innumcrabilirarcmmundorum approbarcnt,itaquc fphxras,carum'qi 
mcntcs ad numcrum illorum mulriplicandas cfl!c»Scd huius quarflio/ 
liis facilis cft,arqjadeo prompta rcrponfio,crrarcnim apcrnfllmc,qui 
mundos cfl^ plures fufpicarur,quod ucl hoc uno argumcnroconnr/ 
mari poreft,ficnim mundus fpccicfir unus,numcromuIripIcx,qua! 
ucl inuiti diccrc cogunrur ii , quimulrirudincm illorum inrroducunt, 
ua de rccopiofc difpurarum cft in librisdc coelo,nimiru quotmun/ 
i crunt,roridcm crunt prima principia,qu2r fpccic fint cadcm,numc/ 
rodiftinguantur. A tqui matcria fcmpcr huius diftin<ftionis cft cauG^ 
fiquidcm una,atquc cadem cft ratio hominum cun^orum^ncc^ ullnm 
cft in fbrmis eorum difcrimcn,autdiflimiIitudo,facit aurcm matcria? 
copulafio, uc intcr SoCTatcmintcrfit,& Platoncm,&qu«rarionc func 
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ttnum,plura numcnri,fdung?quc poffint, qui crgo multa fcntit cfTc 
prima prindpia,qiia! fpccie nnt caacm,numcrocli(hnguanrur , idcm 
illa iiccciTario cum matcria fadt clTc coniun6la, quod non abfurdum 
modojfcd ctiam didu cft nefas,nos'quc in his commcntariis apcrtilT!/ 
mc iam oftendimus,primum rcrum principium,primam quc formam 
cfTcadum fimpliccm,& ab omni matcriar contagionc purum, atcp fin/ 
ccrum» Vna cft igitur rationc,ac numcro mcns ilIa,qu2E immobilis ma/ 
ncns primum motumrcgit,ac tuctur,& id crgo , quod pcrcnni,conti/ 
tiuato'(^ motu cictur,unum clfe fatendu cft,id autem cft caclun^ut an/ 
tea dcmonftratum cft nobis, ccelum ifaquc,fcu mundum elTe unum, 
ac finguIarcm,ncmo,qui fapiat,dubitarc unquam poftit»Opinio autcj 
dc Diis immortalibus,inquit Ariftotelcs,a prifcis illis,& uctcribus uiris 
tradita poftcritati perucnit ad noftram mtem uariisfabulaium tegu/ 
mcntis inuoluta,diuinitatcmfcilicctinnaturiscGeleftibus pofitam eflTe, 
&uniucrfitatcm rcrum augufto Dcorum numinc c5tincri,reliquaue/ 
roomnia opinionum commentis funt refeita,arqucaduulgus,&im/ 
pcritorum multitudincm perfuadendam accommodata,prout legun^ 
& utilitatis ratio poftulare uidebatur,nam Deos non humana fpccic 
tantum effingcre,fcd deteriorumetiam animalium formis induerc au/ 
dent,omnia*queilIorum traducunt ad fimilitudincmnarurxmortalis, 
ucfccntes cnim inducuntur,& potantcs,& uenercarum uoluptatumil/ 
lcccbris fcruicntes,omnibus denique animorum,& corporum morbis 
implicari,quibus imbccillitas humana ucxatur,qux quidem certc,& 
Dcorum maicftatc indigna,& plcna fiint futilitatis,impiaj'qjfupcrfti/ 
tionis* Ha?c igitur fi abiiciantur, primum'qj illud tantumodo rctinea/ 
tur,homincs antiquos primis fubftantiis tribuilTediuinitatc^nihilpro/ 
fedd aut rapientius,aut diuinius efTc di(5lum,uidcri poffit^Qiiid aurcj 
uctat fufpicarijhanc prxclaramdc Diis immortalibusopinionc^antc 
plurimas feculorum jctatcs incorruptam,& caftam floruifTcfquam dc/ 
indc paulatim longinquitastemporumobIitcrarit,uixut ciusobfcura . 
quxdam ucftigia rcmancant,& illa quidcm pucrilibus fabulis oblita, 
&uiolata,crcdibiIccft cnim,phiIofophiam,&rcliquas artcs itcrum,&:: 
£rpius inucntas cflc,& quoadfacultashominum fcrret,abfoIutas fuif/^ 
fc,ac pcrfc^aSjiteruniqj bcIlorum,aut cluuionumimpctu obrutas in/ 
tcrifle,quibusdcrcbus inlibrismctcoron cxpIicatumcft»DcnumcrQ 
i mcntium 
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mcntiitm fCTnpircitfarum farfs fcrmc^di^muic!crur,minc,*CpIaccr,ad 
fummi Dci confidcrationcm rcucrtamur,cli(flumcftcnim,inmcntibus 
diuinisunam cfTc prxcIariflTima^qu^ fit ofumrcrum domina,quam'cp 
naturscuntomortalcSjimortales^qj ucncrcntur,& colantjnquiramus 
igitur,fi fas c(l,quid illa agat,quid moIiatur,quam'uccoIcns uitatan/ 
toprindpatu fit digna.Etcnimfi facultateillahabcatintclligcndijnccp 
tamcn ca utatur,ccrncrc non poffumus^quid cxccllcntia!,aut diuinita/ 
tis in ipfiusnaturapofllt incflc^quin potiusilla^dormicnti compararc 
cogemur,quicnim fomno cofopirus iacct,liabct illc quidcmobcundi 
nitafmuncrapoteftatcinjCcfl^at tamcn,& perindc quafi non uiuat,nihil 
omnino rcrum gcrit , ut rcdc dixcrit Ariftotclcs in librodc moribus, 
homincs bcatos,tandiu dumdomiiut,mifcris nihiIomcIiorcs,aut bca/ 
tiores eflre.Atficontinenter intclligit,ncqj ullo minimotcmporispun/ 
6ko id prsftabile munus intcrmittit,quxrendij re(lat,quidna5fit illud, 
quod inrclligit,fiqua cnim cxtcma rcs illamcict,&fcgncm,acccfl"antc5 
ad agcndumcxcitat,non iamfubftantiacius cft intclligcndi a<^^us,rccl 
facultas,falfum'c]i crit, quod fa?pc affirmauimus,illam dTc natura opti/ 
mam,omniunVq? rcrum pr^ftantiflimam,quicquid cnim habet cxcd* 
Ientiic,ab intclligcndimunerc habet,quocjrca naturam illam,qua!me/ 
tem primamintclle<51a intcUigentem facit,& rudcm , inchoatam'c[j rcd/ 
dir abfoIutam,atque perfc(fhm,longc perfe61iorcm efl^c^diuiniorcm c^, 
fatcndum critJam ucro fiuc inclligendi facultas cft ipfius fubftantia, 
fiuc a(ftus,quidnam qusefo intcUigitfaut cnim fcmctipfam,aut cxtcrnu 
aliquid,qudd fi cxtcrnum mauis,idem'ncfcmpcr,an aliud alio tcmpo/ 
rc intclligitfPoftrcmo num quicquam rcfcrrc cxiftimandumcft,utru5 
bona,& pncclara intclligat,an mala,contempta'qjf A tqui nc homincm 
quidem probum , & fapicnrem dcccat omnidifcriminc remoto quac/ 
uis fcirc ucllc,atquc pcrcipcrc, &fi atflio quxquc tantidcm cft , quanti 
quarquc carum rerum,in quibus ipfa ucrfatur , ncfas uidcri poflit cxi/ 
ftimarc,Dcum rcmm intclligcndaru nuUum habcrcdelc(5lum,fcd qua/ 
dam tcmeritatc in rcs futilcs^&cognitioncindignas fuamopcram,ftu/ 
dium 9 conferrc.Ncmo itac^ nobis uel grauiffimus author pcrfuafc/ 
rit,Dcum quicquam intclligcrc,nifiquodcftomnium rcrum optimu, 
pulchcrrimum,maximcc5jdiuinum,ncc^ illadctanto numincf banda 
cft opinio^pfumuarictatccognitionis cluci,atcj adco curiofumcffc,ut 



mulds i rcbus fcicndamcarpat,dcIibct9,quidcnimpotcft cflfc caufapi 
cur fapicntijc fons a fcicntia natura? pcrfcftiftima: ad cognitioncm dctc/ 
riorcm ddabaturfcum prxfcrtim iftuc ipfum motionc uacarcnopo& 
(it,mcns cnim abintclligcndi faculratctraducctur ad adum,& cum o/ 
mnis motio uim moucntcm ncccffario rcquirat,moucri oportcbit,pa/ 
ti'qucabalio natura illam,quamnos ccrtiflimis argumcntisantca con/ 
clufimus,primi quidcs motus cfficicnrcm ciTc, ipfam iicro immobilcm, 
impatibilcm'cp pcrfifbcrcJtaquc ad ca,qua? propofita funt,finc cunda/ 
tioncdiccndumcll,diuinammcnrcm non intclligcndi uimcxi{lcrc,fcd 
intcllc6lioncm,ncquccnim alitcr intclligcndimunusperpctuarc poflTit 
Cnclaborc opcrofo,acpcrmolerto,fcilicct omnis fcrc faculras paritcr, 
arqualitcr'quc rcs contrarias capit,& nihil potcOatcm cxillendi habcr, 
quin idem uideatur pollc non cxiftcrc,quocirca fi mcns prima tantum 
ad intclle^ioncm ualct,quantu ad adum facultas, profedd non ui fua, 
fcd alicnacontincntcrintcIligct,&cumomnc,quod cxtraneum cft dC 
aducnticium,laboriofumcficfolear,difficilc fadu crit cxillimarc ,con/ 
tincntiipfiusintclligcntiae nullumlaborcm intcrccdcre* Exiftit tamcn 
hoc loco quaeftio fatis obfcura,quid cnim animi noflrifcum difToIu/ 
tiscorporibuscuolaucrunt,non'neconrinuato,pcrcnn/qj inrclligcndi 
muncrcfinculla dcfatigationc funguntur,quanquam camuimnoha/ 
bcnt,quam rcquirimusin Dcof quiducro ipfadcfatigatiofnon ne ois 
cxmatcriac grauiratc,acpondcrccxiflit ? cum fcilicct uircsanimalcs ni/ 
mia corporis,autanimi contcntionc rcmollcfcunt ? quid igiiur labori 
cum mcntc corporis,& matcrias omnis cxpcrrcfpoftrcmo coeli fubftan/ 
tiam ncmo motumcffc dixcrit,&CGcIum tamcn fcmpcr uigcr,fcquc in 
orbcm perpctua,cclcrrima'<]prcplicationccontorquct»His plcriqjdifci/ 
plinzPcripatcticacdocftores argumcntis addu^li cflc rarioncm Arifto/ 
tdiscx probabili gcncrcdixcrunr,qui uero illam ncccffarias numcrarc 
folcnr,unam'qjcx iis,quac rcdargui,conucIh'qucnon pofTunt^aiuntin/ 
tclligcndimodum c(Tc diflingucndum,aut cnim acics mcntis cundla 
fimul quafi uno oculorum conic^hi contuctur,autfingula fcparatim, 
atqucaliud cx aliocomprchcndit,primam iraquc rationcm cognofcc/ 
di,acIc(fbtioncm habcrcdicunt puram,liquidamquc,&nullamoIcftia 
laboris admiftam,alrcram autcm fcnticndi ufum maximopcrc dcfidc/ 
tarCyUndc uifa^atc^ imagincs cogttationi fuppcditcntur^quac tum hrc^ 
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tum illa mcnti cofidcratida proponant,oportct igitur hanc intclligcn/ 
di uiam cflc difficilcm,& laboriofam, proptcrca qudd fcnfus , & quic/ 
quid cum matcria aptum,conncxum'quccft ,pcrfacilc debilitatur , & 
frangitur^itac^affirmant Dcum,(5hoc gcncrc cognitionis utatur,auc 
laborcm grauiflTimum fcntirc , aut confidcrandi munus intcrmittcrc, 
quippcqucm uti ad cam rcm miniftcrio fcnfuum oportct , ac totam 
uim Arfftotdiciargumcnti in hac fcntcntia pofitam cflTc contcndunt, 
fin autcmmcns diuina fimplici intclligcntia comprchcndit uniucrfa, 
non illam qnidcmdcfatigari aiunt co muncrc,ac officio continuando, 
lcd naturam habcrc uariam,&multiformcm,cquc naturisctiam dc/ 
tcrrimis tcmpcratam^Eft itaquc diccndum ctiam^atc^ ctiam,uimdiui/ 
nam cflc gcrmanam intclIc6tionc5,quxfcipfam tantummodocontcm/ 
plctur,fiquid cnim cxtrinfccus iIIapcrdpiat,cuiufcuncpmodiilludfif, 
ccrtcprjcftantius cft Dco, quippc qudd facultatcm cius pcrducat ad 
a6lum,6f intclligentiamfuppcditet intcllc6ium,quin ctiam hoc pofito, 
& conccflbycumuna,atquccadcm fit rcrumcontrariarumfacultas,co/ 
fidtur,Dcum nihilomagis optinnarumrcrumintclligcntcm cflTc quam 
dctcrrimarum,atqui talium rcrum fcicntia fordida cft , atquc hominc 
libcro ind!gna,ftcdum Dco, quandoquidcmctiam turpiflima quaecp 
non ccmcrc fatius cfl ,quam ccrncrc» Aut igitur intdligcntia maximi 
numinis non cft optima,aut fi nihil hocabfurdius dici,atc^ cxiflimari 
potcfl,ccrtcDeus leipfumintdligit.pra^tcrca nihil,cadcm'qucplanc in 
illo cftnatura intdligcns,& intcllc(fia.Scd hic locus difficillimas quae/ 
ftioncs habct dc fcicntia Dci,in quibus pcrtra6landis Ariftotdici iti 
duas faftioncsaducrfiflimasdiftrahijtur,nam qui rcftc fcntiunt acpic, 
contcndunt omncs ncruos,utrationibus pcrfuadcant,Dcum cxplica/ 
tam omniumnaturarumhabcrccognitioncm,&tangi cura rcrumhu/ 
manarum,ncquc folum uniucrfis,fcdctiam fingulis hominibusconfu/ 
lerc,&prouidcrc,conccdunt itac^,Dcumnihilcxtcmum fcirc,a quo 
mcns dus pcrfcftior,&: quafi cxpolirior rcddatur , qu» cnim ad pcrfc/ 
ftiflTimam cius abfolutioncm,& pneftantiamcxcdlcntiflrimasficri poO 
fit acccflTiofnon tamcn cx co cfficiconccdunc , ut Dcus pnctcr Dcum 
intcUigat nihil , nam fc intdligcndo cxtcra omnia comprchedit^Nimi/ 
rum cumintdlcflio Dci fit idcm atquc Dcus,Dcus autcm optimusj 
& pcrfcdliflTimus fit,fcquitur,intdIc(flioncm cius optimam,pcrfcftiflS/ 



mam'quccxi(lcrc,accrrimc igitur intdligitfcipfum Dcus,at quo prin/ 
cipia quarqj ccrnuntur acrius,hoc apparcnt liquidius omnia , qux pro/ 
gignunrur cxil!is,cognitiocnimcaurarum cognitioncm cfficitcucn/ 
torum,itaqucfi Dcus cft: uniucrfe naturx procrcator,&parcns,pro/ 
fcfld fcipfum cognofccndo cognofcit uniucrfajncq^ fcientiarcrum ud 
Icuifllmarum potcft uioIarc,arq? imminucrcdiuinam maicllatcm,quac 
rcliquis intclligcndis ncc^ a contcmplationc fuiaberrat,ncc]^aliquacx 
parrc commutatur,ncqucacquircrc potcft quicquam , auc amittcrc» 
Et profc6ld cum uidcamus,omnia naturali quodam appctitu ind/ 
tata ad fuas mctas dirigcrc curfum,nifi tcmcrc,ac fortuito id ficri cxi/ 
ftimamus,conccdcndumuidetur,mentcmaIiquam fupcriorc5 cxillcrc, 
quje ccrtos cuiqucgcneri fincs pnefcripfcrir^atquc ad cos capcfccndos 
propenfioncm,&uim accommodatam ingcnucrit,quod nullaunqua 
rationc aflcqui potuiffct^nifinaturasolum rcrum nonconfufcmodo, 
fcdctiam difcrctccognitas,perccpras quc tcncrct»Dcindcfifummi Dci 
cognitionon progrcditurultra.quamut rcsquafqucpcrcipiar,quoad 
cntia funt,finc dubitationequidpia^illi abcft,ncqj in Dco funt omnia 
omnibusnumeris abfoIuta,arquc perfc(fla,quinctiam naturam bcatil/ 
fimam infipicntcm efTc , ncccfliefl:,cuius intclligcntia non afpirct ad ca, 
qux mortalcs norunt,& illa quidcmpr2cIara,cognitu'qjminimcindi/ 
gnaJUud autcm in primis fcirc oportct,inteIIigcntem catcnus ab in/ 
tcllcdo pcrfici,quo cius fimilitudoimprimitur in mcntc,omnis cniai 
pcrfc(5lio in rc pcrfcda incfl,non autcm rcs intcllcdh,fcd fpccics ciiis m 
naturaintcIIigcntcincfl.Similitudo autcmcius,quod percipirur,autcft 
ipfa pcrcipicntis cflTcntia^aut ab illa diucrfa cft, & fi diucrfa fit , ucl cffc/ 
ftriccm cfl!c oportct cius rci,cuius cft fimiIitudo,uel cffc(5lii iIlius,prio/ 
ris gcncris cxcmplum cft forma xdificii in animo infidcns archirc(fH, 
quam illc fibi in opere faciendo proponit cxcmplar, altcrius gcncris 
funt fpccics illsB omnimatcria fpoliatae,qu2c mcntis agitationc diciun/ 
tur c rcbusJtaqucfiquid animus comprchcndat pcrcam fimilitudi/ 
ncm,quac non fit ipfius cflTcntia^dubitari no potcft,quin illc pcrfidatur 
cxtrinfccus,ncquc tamcn codcm fcmpcr modo ,ficnim Cmilirudo ipfa 
fit cfficiens cogniti,ab ca fola pcrficitur mcns,fin autcm cffc(5tus fit,tuni 
ab ca, tum ab cxcmplari ipfius,id'quc mcntcm confumat cfficientcr, 
imago autcm cius utforma»Quod fi rcipcrccptarfin^itudo fit^pria 
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<ntclligcntisefltntia,intclligcnti ccrtc nulla pcricaio foris acccdit, nifi 
fortcmanat aiiundcipla ciuseflcntia»Hisrcbuscxpofitis,fadlc,ut'opi 
nor,intclligi potcft,ucru ciTc, cjuod initio quxftionis huius cft diftu, 
(ummumredorcm , dominumuniucrfi intclligcntcmcjuidcm cflc 
omnium rcrum,ab iis tamcn ncque perfici, ncquc przftantix quicqua 
fibi compararc, ncquc cnim fcicntiam a rcbus ipfis profcftam habcr 
ncguc fuiiilitudo rerum ,pcr quam cognoicit liias , aliacft atquc fua 
iphuscflcntia,qu.« quidem tantum abcft, ut principium ducataliun/ 
dc,ut ipia omnium rcrum & fons,& propria , communis 9 ratio cxi/ 
ftat,quippequamnaturxcuna*profuaqua!quc facultatc nituntur 
cxpnmcrc,ut nihil cuiuiquam proprium lit , quod ad fimilitudincm 
iilius cxcniplaris xtcrninon cffingatur,cuius imitatio uaria, diucrfa^ 
multipliccs cificitnaturas rcrum,cx quo ctiam concludi porcft , cflcn/ 
liam diuinamcxpli.catam,propriam'quc rcrum omnium tcncrc fcicn/ 
tiam,proptcrea qudd ipia propria natur* cuiuiquc ratio cxiftit» Hxc, 
3C multa alia dicuniur ab us philoi'ophis,qui rcaam,& piam tucntur 
opinionen:idc fcicnriaDci:fcdcxoriunturcxaliapartc aducrfarii,qui 
onincs adhibcantmachinasad rationcseorum Iabcfaaandas,qui'quc 
omnia comminifcantur,& concntur,quo Dcumfpolicnt cognitionc 
rcrum propria,difcrctaquc,diflcrant'quc,iIIius intclligcntiam non ul/ 
tra proccdcrc,quam ut rcsquai'qjcomprchcndat,quoadcntia funt,qdf 
gcnusdilputationisnoscx omni hominum mcmoria cxtcmiinandu 
cxiftimamus,quippc quodrcligioncapcrtifllme oppugnat, & omne 
ranaitatcm,omnemuirtutcm,omncm officiorum rationcm funditus 
tolIif.Etcnim,fihxc pcftilcntiflima opiniopcr aurcs^at^ animosho* 
minumpcruafcritjDcum humana omnia ignorarc , nullij apud cius 
numcn dclcdum eflcpiorum,impiorum'quc, nulla poft mortcm pr« 
miarcacfaais,nulla luppliciaflagiriiscflc propofita^qux^qucdcpro/ 
uidcntia Dci habcatur opinio,camuuIgarem,ac futilcm,atquca rc/ 
conditafapicntium difciplinarcmotifljmameire,quotusquifquc crir, 
quipurc,&cafte,nonfidc,ac fimulatc maieftati diuin^ cuItus,hono/ 
rcs,prcccs adhibcatfqui iuftitiam,fidcm,iufiuradum colat? qui dcnicj 
foactatis humanx ullam rationcducatfitaquc fatis mirari no poflum 
quorundam philofophorum imprudcntiam,& tcmeritatcm,qui has 
IKfarias diipucacioncs non folijm inuodttccrc folcant in fcholasicd 



ctia fepcnumcro in mcdiis tcmplis ,in maxima populi corona cx/ 
plicarcaudcant,n6fapicntiarmagillri,red impictatis,quariucrophilo/ 
lophianon dct ingcntcs,ac pcnc immenfos campos, in quibus linc kc 
lereexcurrercingenia,cognob>cpoirint,atque ad laudon, &^ 
namcum maxima humanigcncns unlitatc contcndcrc.Quodhquaf 
debuerat , pietas florcrct in principibus chriftianis , aut ccrtc ncmo dc 
his rcbus ueibum faccrc audcrct,aut impix loquacitatis poenas grauil/ 
finws darcr.Scd noftra difputatio ad cum locu rcucrtatur , unde abcr/ 
rauit.OUcndimusnaturamfummi Dei intellcaione cflc,qu2fciplam 
comprehendcsec,cx quo exiilitillud,utintellcftio fit intcllcaionism/ 
tcUcaio.Atquincquc fcicntia,nequcfcnfus,ncqucopinio uidcntur in 
fc ucrfan,fed aliud icmpcrhabcrepropofitum, quod pcrfcquatur,uc 
cnim mcdicinaualctudinis cft intcUigcntia , ficrcrumtraaabiliumco/ 
gnitio cft tadus^acccdit tamen in omnibus iisad perceptioncm cxtcr/ 
norum,quafiappcndix,fuiquo9perceptio, proptcrca qudd uis com 
prchcndens cffiotur fpccies c5prchenfa. Age uero,cum ahud lu ipium 
Ltelligcrc,aliud intcUigi,cadcm quc natura Dei fit intcnigeni,intc Ic/ 
ftaquc,cx utro prsftantiaillius cxithcf utcmm intcUigeTH», & intcUc/ 
ftum pomnt clfeunum,idcm'qucrc,co^ioncprofcdc),rationc'quc 
non poflunc. Harum quseftionum una cftnequciUa quidcmitadilh/ 
alis cxplicatio,cum cnim duo fint genera fcicntiarum,unum in con/ 
templationc totum,& rerum cognitionc conftitutum,aItcrum ad cffi/ 
cicndiuim,rationem'quc pcrtines,in utroc^ fcicntiacft ide atqueiUud, 
quod ipfa comprchendit,ncquc multiscxemplisoportct hoclaccrc 
longius,conftat cnim,fabricam nihil aliud cfli, quam domum iplam, 
non illam quidcm cx Iignis,& lapidibus cxadificatam,fcd qus ab 
omni matcria fciunaainmetc ipfiusinfidctarchitcai,qua lUecotaiv 
plans ad cius fimilitudmcmcam omncma;dificatione dirigit,quxfub 
afpcdum ucnit , Et quibus m fcientiis fola cognitio pcrquiritur,in iis 
rcidefinitiofen^per , iplaqucrcs ,ciusq,inceU.gencialuncidcm,atquc 
utunacomprchcnfioncomniacompledamur,in iis naturis,qu«matc 
ria carcnt,nunqua ab intcUigcntcdiircrt intelle6lum,cum igitur mais 
diuina fit antc cxtcraomniafimplcx ,& uniu(hiodi,pcrfpicuu cUcdo^ 
bct,in ca maximc nihil omnino intcrcfli intcr naturam coanofccntej 
<-ognitam'quc, &pcrccpt2 rd , ipfiusquc pcrccptionis candcmplanc^ 
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pcrccptioncmcflc.Rcliquacftilla quxftio^utrujmcnsdiuina fcfccon/ 
rcmplans naturam fimpliccin,& folitariam contcmplctur,an dupliccm, 
copulatam'c^.Non'nc igitur abfurdum fitcxiftimarc,quicqua in Dco 
concrctum clTc,autcoagmcntatumfprimum cnim mutabitur,aliascx 
aliis partcs intelligcns fui,id'qucmuncrisnon fincaliquo tcmporis in/ 
tcruallo fungcns,dcindcfiqua:materia uacant,omnibus itcmpardbus 
uacant,ncque fecari,aut diuidi pofiunt,qui poflit in Dco quicquam 
cflTc concrctum,aut diuiduumfScd quoniam rcruminfcriorumgradi/ 
bus afccndifolct ad fcicntiam fuperiorum,(i norimus,qua rationcpcr/ 
cipiant homincs fummum bonum,cx ca rc conicfluram facilc capic/ 
mus,quomodo itcm fummumbonum fcipfum pcrcipiat,&comprc/ 
hcndar.Itaqucmcns hominis,fcu mauis,naturae concrctz cum in opti/ 
marum rcrum ftudnscxcrcitata ad cam cxcellcntiam,diiiinitatcm'quc 
pcrucnit,utuniucrr2natunBcontcpleturinitium,non profc<^d in alia^ 
atquc alia temporis partc aliam,atquc aliam partem comprchcndit il/ 
lius formae pulchcrrims,qux abilladiucrfa cfl,tanto'qj prxftantior,ut 
nc cogitari quidcm poflit,quantum interfit,fcd uno tcmporis pundlo 
illam collu(lratuniucrfam,fc'quc totamfimul comiertitin totam,quo 
igitur modo mcns humanaaliquo tcmporcfefc habct immortalium 
uitaiT) adaEquans,ad cundcm modusmcns diuina fempiternisfcculo^ 
artatibus affcda efl,fcipfam pcrcipicns,intcIIigcns'c^fincuIIo partium, 
aut tcmporisintcruallo.Quaiftio de prinapiisrerum,qua: nobis pro/ 
pofitaerat adcxplicandum,uniucrfa profligataiamuidctur,&nifi nos 
lallit Amor Arirt:otelis,omni ex parte abfoIuta,cgrcgic qj ad cxitum 
pcrducfla fucrit , fi dc fummo bono uniuerfi aliquid cxplicatum crir^ 
Nempc cum finc dubio mundus boni natura,& illius quidem fummi 
pncditus fit,non tamcn fatis apcrtum,cxplorarumcpcflc uidctur,qux/ 
nam ca uis pra:ftantiflima cxiftat, utrum fcilicct in apta partiumcius 
compofitioncconflct,an porius aliqua caufa cxtcrna fit , qud rcfcrant 
fcfc,curfus fuos dirigant uniuerfa.Nunquid igitur,fi maxima cum 
paruis compararc licct,mundus fimilitudincm cxercitus habetfqucm 
utroqueillo gcnere boni pncditum cernimus,habet cnim ordincm,in 
cuius confcruatione magna pars faIutis,uidoriaj'cjjpofita eft,habctal/ 
tcrum pncterea bonum multis partibus maius,Ionge quc pra?ftantius, 
impcratorcj dico,cuius procurationc caftra,adcs,macninje difponun/ 
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tur,atquc omnis ratio bdlica rc6lc,atquc ordinc adminiftratur,quo iDc 
uifioriamdc hoftibus obtincat,cx quo facilc intclligi potcft,tanto in/ 
tcruallo cxccllcntiam ducis antcccdcrc ordini,quanto cfficicnte caufaj 
rcbus cflfc6Hs,&fmcm iis,qu2 rcfcruntur ad ipfum , antcirc ncceflc dl» 
Huncigitur duccm inuniucrfitatcrcrum intelligamus cflfc fummum 
Dcum,cuius numincpncpotcnti,ac infinitaprouidcntiafafta,& con/ 
ftituta funt omnia,8i ad fccula innumcrabilia rcguntur,atquc confcr/ 
uantur,in quibus uniucrfis,&fingulisfcparatimtamadmirabilis ordo 
confpicitur, tam'que artificiofa,&folcrs,apta qucdcfcriptio,utqui tan/ 
torum opcrum laudcm fortuna;,ac tcmcritati tnbucndam ccn(ct,non 
ingratus in Dcum modo,atqucimpius ,fcd ftupidus ctiam,& bardus, 
& pulchcrrimicoeli afpc6lu indignifTimus cffc uidcatur»Omnia adco, 
quxcunq^ ocuIis,atqj animo ccrnuntur,unaui,atq} uno focictads uin/ 
cuIocontincntur,& qucndam admirabilcm cfficiuntintcr fc copulata 
conccntum,ut fiquis naturam rcrum intucri pofl!t,cathcnam illas au/ 
rcam louis Homcrici c fummo coelo dcmifTam ccrnat ad infima ufc^ 
tcllurcmpcrtincrc,nam ut mcntcs ilIa:fcmpitcrna»c(xIouita,motum9 
fuppcditant,ita coeli motus quatuor infcriorcs naturas corpop^ gignity 
cx qu ibu s cartcra omn ia forman tu r,atcp confift u n t.Quin ctiam u t tcrra 
parcns arbufta,frugcs,atquc alios frudus ubcrrimos ad ufum anima/ 
lium fundit,acgignit,fic animalia,qux'quc tcrram,at(^ aquam,quxcg 
rcgioncs acrias tcncnt,omnia fcrc commodis,&opportunitatibus ho/ 
minum fcruiunt,homincs porrd ad fan^litatari gcncrati funt, & con/ 
tcmplationcm Dci,ut'quc intcr naturam caducam,& immortalcm in/ 
tcric(fli utranquc aptirfimo,atquc pulchcrrimo uinculo copularcnt, 
cumfragili quidcm,& infirmo corporc induti forcnt,animum ucro 
diuinum in fcfc pofndcrcnt,qui non fcnfu tantummodo moucrctur, 
fcd ctiam prsctcrita mcminiftctjfutura qucprouidcrct,& cum praffcn/ 
tibus utracj compararct,curfum'cp uiucndi admctas fummi boni diri/ 
gcrct,nccjj uctuftatcm Ionginquam,aut ulla mortis fata pcrtimcfccrer, 
ad immortalitatcm natus,& fa(5lus • Scd quanquam nullum cft gcnus 
rcrum,quod adordincm,&aptam uniucrficoagmcntationc non con/ 
fcrat aliquid,haudquaquam tamcn ob cam caufamcxiftimanduj cft, 
unam crfccun^ftorum rationcm^candcm'^ fortunam iVt cnim in do/ 
mo rcdc conftituta homincs libcri cducanturadlaudcm,&uirtutcm, 
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JcKentur que iudido , 6C ratione cm&z adminidrarc , & omnes in pri/ 
niisadioncsaddccusjatquc cmplumcntum rocictatis domclhcz diri/ 
gcrc , fcrui autcm ncquc litcris ullis imbuti,nc<^ moribusingcnuiscx/ 
politi,maximam'(j uiUBpartcm in opcribus lordidisoccupati non ita 
Diultum utilicatis in mcdium confcrrc ualcnt,multa'cj potius pcr igno/ 
fantiam,& libidincm animi tcmerc committunt,qu-E rcdam admini/ 
Arandxdomus rationcs pcrturbarc uidcantur,haud alitcr profcdd fic 
jn hac amplidima familia naturz^quz domicilio mundi magnificen/ 
tiflimo continctur,qua! enim fupra quartamrcgioncmhabitant,nihil 
Don rcde,non ordinc,non fapicnter gcrunt,nihii deniq{,quod adfalu/ 
|cm,& pulchritudincm uniucrfi non mirabilitcrc6ducat,aft infraLu/ 
nam fortuna,& cafus magnum impcnus habct,& natura matcria: mu/ 
|abilisnonmorborumtantum,&mortalitatis cftefTedriXjfcd ctia pcr/ 
turbationcm ordinis,atque inconftantiam rcbus natiuis importat,ut 
multa fortuito,fii tcmcrc,nulla 9 rationeadminiftrari ncccffitastogat, 
Illud itaquc in fummadicendum uidetur,naturas rcrum effciUasqui/ 
dem di(rimilcs,uaric'<j diftin(5las,habcre tamcn quandam intcr fecon/ 
qcnientiam,nonnulla'que cum omnibus cflc communia,quippc cum 
omniacon(pirareccrnanturadftruduram,& elegantcmcompofitionc 
uniucrfi.Harc habuimus,qu2E fccuti AriftotcloTi diccrcmus de princi/ 
piis rcrum.RcIiquum cft , ut aliorum eadcm de rc fcntcntias cxpona/ 
mus,quibuscognitispcrfacile intclligi poterit, Ariftotclis ingcnib,& 
do^rina fic rcliquo^philofophoru5inucntaobfcuratacfrc,ut in eius 
quafi radiis uix illa ccrnantur«Ncque ucro in iis cxplicandis eam co/ 
piam,quam poftumus,perfequcmur,fed brcuiter quxqucattigiftcco/ 
fcnti crimus, proptcrcaqudd in libris rcrum naturalium dehis rebus 
accuratiflrimcdifputatumcft»Omncs itaquc cx contrariis,& pugnan/ 
fibus faciunt omnia,fcd noftro iudicio multa in hoc pcccant , nequc 
cnim omnia funt aliquo gencrata ortu , neque quibufque aliquid 
aducrfatur,ncque non explicandum erat , quonammodo cx contra/ 
tiis natiua gignercntur, haud cnim contrarium ab contrario pati po/ 
tcft,ncque albus color cfHcitur ater , fed altero aducnicnte alter in nihi/ 
lum abit.Quac cum animaducrteret Ariftotelcs,tcrtiam naturam ad/ 
iunxit^nutcriam dico,qua: fubiiceretur contrariis , illaquc uicifTim fu/ 
(dpcrct , abiiccrct^ ,unde omnia oriicnruri codemquc interirent. Scd 
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HoSnulli aducrforum altcrum matcrlam fcccrunt, ut Platbnici , qui 
in^quale,aut multa , fic cnim matcriam uocant , altcri aducrfo ,id cft 
jequali, aut uni fubieccrunt,formam pcr quandam (ignificationcm ita 
nuncupantcs , fcd ifti non uidcrunt , matcriam , qua: una omnibus 
fubftcrncrctur contrariis , ipfam ncquirc alicui aducrfam cffc , ncquc 
pugnarccum forma,cuius ab amplcxibus nunqua audlatur^quam cj 
amorcadco fcrucnti amct,ut nihilficri poflit ardcntius*Quidf cum 
iidcm matcriam malum cfTc dicunt , non'nc fatcri coguntur,cxtra unaj 
formam,quam bonum appdlant, omniacum natura mali pcrmifta 
cfTcfCxtcri ucfo ncquc bonum , ncquc malum in principiis numcra/ 
junt , atqui principium in quaquc re prscipuum cft bonum,quocir/ 
ca probandi funt , qui hoc clTc principium dicunr, in co tamcn non 
probandi,qudd non dcftniunt , qua r.uionc natura boni fit initiumj 
utrumut finis,an ut cfficicnsuis,an uti forma , his cnim tribus notio 
boni , pcrfcdi 9 contincrur,matcria autcm fuaptc natura rudis,inchoa/ 
ta que cft, &forma: adiumcnto ad abfolutioncm fuicgcns» Empcdo/ 
clcs ucroplurima turbans in rationcctiam principioru^ grauitcr pcO 
fat,cxiftimat cnim bonumc(rcpaccm,quajuniucrfa corporainunam 
fpccicm informcm mifcct , atque confundit,quam rcrum congrcga/ 
tioncm ipfc fphxrum appcllarc confucuitjCandcm^q; paccm illiusam/ 
plilTimi corporis partcm facit, ut illa uim cfficicntis caufx,matcria?'(^ 
fimul obtincat,fed ut conccdamus,cindcm naturam & matcriam cflfc, 
& uim moucntcm,rationc tamcn illhxc duo gencra diftinda clTe nc/ 
ccflc cft,nc9 accidcrc unquampoflit,ut idcmciufdcm utroqjmodo 
fItcaufa,utro i^itur duorumcfl paxfillud itcm abfurdum cflc uidc/ 
tur,qudd idemdifcordiam introducit immortalcm,qua:fit ipfiusmali 
raiura,doccat igituroportct,cuni pax uniucrfa cogcns,ai coaccruans 
fpbarrum cffcccrifjubi difcordia: fitquicquam Ioci,nifi fortc aut illam 
cum pacefocdusamorisfcrirecrcdimus,atc^in partcmcongrcgationis 
|idmitti,autnaturam aliquam pcftifcram,& uiolcntam ad infinitu tcnv 
pusmancrcpofl"ccxiftimamus»Anaxagoras autcm ipfum bonia prin/ 
cipiummoucndi ftaruit,mcns cnimapud cumomniamouct,&defcri/ 
ptioncm uniucrfi dcfignat,& c6ficit,fcd is non docet,quorfum illa mo/ 
fio pcrtincat,cum tamcn nihiImoucat,quin ob aliquacaufammoucar, 
quaobrcmilli facicndumplanc crat^ut altcrum prindpium ftarucrct, 
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quod mcntcm ad mou^dum indtarct,nifi fortc ifa,ut ftos,fcntit,muItis 
cnimlocis iam c6mcmorauimus,in rcbus materia uacantibusidcmclTc 
intclligcns,intcllc<^tum'c^,ftncm'qj,ac uimcflicicnte,ut ualctudo,nifi cu$ 
torporibus confula ,& pcrmifta forcc, cadcm omnino cfTct atc^ mcdi/ 
cin^fcicntiay&utranc^ uimhaberctftnis uidclicct,accffidcntis.Ncquc 
illudciuldc5 Anaxagorae alicui forrcuacarccuIpauidcatur,quodcum 
mcntcm aflcrcrct bonum d(c,di ca fit natura contrariorunn,ut altcrum 
abfquc altcro coftarc non pofl!t,malumtamcn non oppofucrit bono» 
Nos autcm illud admirari fatis non poflumus,quid caufefit,quaobrc5 
ncmo corum,qui contraria principia pofucrunt,contrariis utatur ad 
caufas rcrumnaturaliumcxplicandas.Pr2tcrca,cum phyftci omncscx 
initio pofito generctuniucrla,utThaIes Milcftus cx humorccoclum, 
tcrram,fpirabilcm'<^ naturam,diccndum profc^flo omnibus crat,cur 
rcrum aliz diflblubilcs,& caducx forcnr,aliarimortalcs,acrcmpitcrna!, 
quod tamcn ncmo laborauir.Quid commcmorcm aut ucrcres thcolo/ 
gos,& poctasfqui nihilus pcpcriflc omnia cccincrunt,aut illosfquine 
in fcopulis huius opinionis allidcrcnrur,in alia fcntcntianaufragium 
fcccruntjdumomnia unum cflx: c6minifcuntur,cuiusopinionis prin/ 
cipcs fucrunt Mclifllis,& Parmcnidcs.Quidfquod ortus rcrum cun/ 
darum neglc^lus cft a cun(3is,nequc cx monimcntis cuiufquam acci/ 
pcrc poflfumusjcur gcncratioab infinirotemporc fluatad tcmpusin/ 
nnitum,quxuc caufa fit lanti muncris dfcdrix.Scd qui duo princi/ 
pia aducrla faciunt,ii,caufas rcrum fi diligcntius c6tcmplarcntur,pcr/ 
tacilc uid6rcnt,addcndamcfl^ctcrtiamnaturam,in quafttmaioruis,ma/ 
ior pra:{latia,alioqui quomodo poflint ^babilc aliquidafTcrrCjqua/ 
obrcmquicc^ ftatfinquocodcm fimilitcr rcprchcnduntur idcaru; pa/ 
troni,quandoquidefiparticipandisidcisomniagignuntur,quomodo 
finc ui aliquadcntc autquicquacxcarumfontcinmateri^e rcccptaculu 
influir,autmatcriafluxionc3illam animalcmrccipitflamucrohprinci/ 
piarcrumfintcontraria,conftrcri nccdrccft,rapicntis,pra!ftantiflima!'<p 
omniumfdcntiacaliquidcfli contrariu,fapicntia.n»deprimo prindpio 
diflertt,ut initio huius opcris cxplicatu cfl diluddc«Nobis autcs plaga 
hjfcinfligincquaqaam potcft,quiprimammcntcm fimplic8,& folita/ 
iriam,matcria'qi uacantcscflfc demonftramus,ut nihil illi contrariu cffc 
ciueac,conuaria«ntomniaconcreca,& cunjmatcria confura,& facuhate 



^aJcmfuntjquandoquidcmamarumfacultatc dulcccd^cp fi principio 
tiihil fcfc opponit,ncc fapicntiacquide,qua! in ipfo ucrfatur,ignorantia 
cft oppo(ita,qu2 fic' rcgionc huius fdcniiac forct,idccrtc,qi fubiiccrc/ 
tur quafi matcria ignorantia:,primo principio contrariu cUct«In co au5 
plcri9omncsturpiflimcIabuntur,q? nullas fubftantias ncfufpicantut 
quidcmpra!tcrcorporcas,fcnfibus'9 fubicdas.quo pofito nccj^ primij 
principiumcxiftit,nc9 ordo,ncq} rerus ortus,cunda 9 ccelcftia diffol/ 
yi,atc» in nihilus intcrirc ncccftc cft,nccp iam principiu aliquod cxiftct, 
quod non gignatur aliundcjita^ innumcrabilitas caufa^^ introduced^ 
frit,ar(j initia alia aliis cotinuata leric5cfficicnt,qua: infinitc ptcndatur, 
quam plaga thcologi uctercs,ai phyficioes acapcrc cogutur,quinul* 
laprincipia cognorutprztcr ea,qu2fuboculoscadunt»Extitcrc autq; 
Pydiagor2i,qui numcros,& Platoiiici,qui fpccics diccrcnteftc naturas 
illas,qu2E finc uilo corporc conftarcnt,cactcras 9 naturas oes ex fcfc ^gi/ 
gncrcnt.Nos aiit uidcrcnon poflfumus^quipoftint cflfc uelnumcn,ucl 
^cics rcru5caufe,& ut poflint,illud certcnunqua obtincbunt,utfint 
^licuius motionis caufaf^Quomodoaut cxnaturisindiuiduis,omni'cj 
rnagnitudinc uacantibus magnitudo,aut aliqua naturacotinua potc/ 
yit cxiftcrcfnumcrus^n»nc9 ut moucns,nc9 ut forma continui cfficic? 
quicquam»Ncc^ ucro contrariauisaliqua,cfficicndi,&mouedi princi/ 
piumftatui poteft,contraria.n»omnia poflruntcflfcparirer,atc| non cflr, 
cum'9 facultas aftum antcccdat,tempus fuiflTct^cu^ principiu ccfliabat, 
& nullum opus cfficerc molicbatur , non igitur autmotus,aut.rcruni 
gcncratio fcmpiterna cflrct,q(f quide rcpugnat iis,quar fupra dcmoftra/ 
Vimus,falfum cft igitur,contrariopi altcrum moucndi principium eflfc, 
facultatcm autein uno^at^ codcmcflTcpriorea^flu.antcadi^lu cft^Prx/ 
tcrcaquid cfficiat,utnumcri,autanima,ad corpus,& uniucrfc forma,6^ 
inatcria fint unum,ncmo quicq dicit,ncc$ diccrc quide potcft,nifi fcnte/ 
tiam Ariftotclis amplcxctur,qui docuitin o<ftauo librohuius opcris, 
formas ipfas fpontc fua non c6ftarc,fcd cx materiae facultatc ui mouetis 
cxcudiJlla autcm opinio Pythagoraf,& Platonis omninocxploden/ 
4a uidctur,qua! numcrum mathcmaticii in rcbus primum facit,& poft 
cum rdiquasnaturas ordinatimcpUocat^fuacui^ princioia fcparatim 
^ignans,haEC cnim fcntcntia primu A cohxrcntia uniucrli naturac fun/ 
(Jiius iollit,nc9 uult alicui quicquas cflfe cuni altcrocomunc,ut nihil 

cuiquan> 
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cuiquam laborandumcflc uidcatur,utrum fint(3rtcra,ticc nc lint,dcin/ 
dc multa principia introducit, quas fint paria,ncquc ad unum omnia 
principium rcfcrantur,malcigituruniucrfumrcgincccflrccft,cummul/ 
tornm principatus pcrturbationcm ordinis,& magnam confufioncin 
fcmpcr habcat,&profcftd nulla gubcrnandi ratio cum rcgia potdh/ 
tc,& dominatu comparari potcftJtac^ fi nihil arquc pulchrum,atquc 
pcrfedum^nihil tanto conhliodifpofuum,autadminiftratumcogitari 
potcft,quanto uniucrfitas rcrum,profcac> unus cftprinccps,unum'9 
principium mundi Dcus optimus max^dc cuius potcntiflimo impc/ 
rio,& (apicntiflima adminiftrationc nihil attinct loqui,quando Ari/ 
ftoiclcsin illo libro aurcolo,qucm ad Alcxandrum dcmundomifit, 
tam luculcntc,tamcopiofc,tam9 diuinc traftauit hunc locu5,ut nihil 
ab doqucntia ud fumma ubcrius dicipoflit,autmagnificcntius» Hxc 
quidem cx fontibus philofophorum hau(la,dclibata quc funt nobis 
ad naturam,& uim rcrumdiuinarum cxplicanda»At tu maximc Prin/ 
ccps uniucrfaf natur*e,& omnium rcrum^quaecuncj fcnfu,atquc intdli/ 
gcmia contincniur,optimc acator,& parcns illuftra mcntcm , at^ ani/ 
mum mcumradiis tuz diuinitatis indiuiducpartitiSjdiuiducVj coiun/ 
flis,ut ultra cognitioncm fcnfus naturar pcnctrans magnitudincm, 
at9 admirabilitatcm tuam,opcrum'9 tuorumpo^Tim aliquacxpartc 
contucri,dc quc tuo numinc lcmpitcrno,atquc ui,&numcro mcntium 
bcatarumca dcinccps commcmorcm,quae tua fandla oracula 
nobis prodidcrunt, qujB quidcm ccrtc tanto mdiora, 
Mnto'qj prseftandora lunt iis,qua! contincntur 
hoc libro , quanmm diuina huma/ 
nis pracftarc ncccflfc cft 5 
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